
BY CRYSTAL TATUM
Staff Reporter

COVINGTON — Business-
woman Kathryn Morgan beat
developer Hubert White in the
Democratic Party runoff for the
Board of Commissioners chair-
man’s seat Tuesday night, tak-
ing 55.75 percent of the vote.

A total of 3,216 votes were
cast in the race. Morgan gar-
nered 1,793 votes to White’s
1,423 votes.

“After the primary, I said I
had faith in the voters of New-
ton County. Even though my
opponent used negative cam-
paign tactics, the voters of
Newton County came through
and voted for a person with a
vision for a prosperous future
for Newton County and for a
great community to raise our
families in,” Morgan said.
“That doesn’t mean we don’t
have a fight between now and
November, and I’m up for that
challenge, too.”

White could not be reached
for comment.

Morgan will face incumbent
Aaron Varner in the Nov. 4
General Election.

In the Democratic race for
the District 3 county commis-
sion seat, Nancy Schulz bested
Jimmy Clark Jr. with 57.49 per-
cent of the vote.

In that race, a total of 1,155
votes were cast, with Schulz
receiving 664 votes to Clark’s
491 votes.

“First, I want to thank the
voters. I want to thank my vol-
unteers also. There’s no way I
could have done this without
my team of great volunteers,”
Schulz said. “The voter turnout
in my race was higher than pre-
dicted, and that’s a testament to
the voters. I’ve heard them loud
and clear, and I will be respon-
sible to them, and I will do the
best I can to represent them.”

Clark could not be reached
for comment.

Schulz will face Republican
Keith Mitcham in November.

Maintaining a lead through-
out the night as election results
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BY COLIN M. STEWART
Managing Editor

COVINGTON — Jurors heard Tuesday a
recording of the anguished voice of 52-year-old
Denise Michelle Francis as she made a desper-
ate call to 911, moments before she died from
multiple gunshots, during the first day of testi-
mony in the murder trial of her husband,
Thomas Marlin Francis, 61.

Denise Francis, known as Shelley, identified
herself and gave her address to the dispatcher,
saying that she had been shot and saying,
“Please help me.” Then she said, “He’s kicking
me.” Shortly thereafter, the line went silent.

Jurors also heard a recording made a few
minutes later of her husband as he spoke calm-
ly with a 911 operator, saying, “My wife and I

Staff Photo: Sue Ann Kuhn-Smith
Conyers defense attorney David LaMal-
va, right, confers with his client,Thomas
Francis, on Tuesday during a break in
Francis’ murder trial. Francis is accused
of killing his wife, Denise, on the morn-
ing of Oct. 31, 2006.

Man accused of killing wife

Testimony
begins in
shooting
death trial

BY CRYSTAL TATUM
Staff Reporter

COVINGTON — The Covington City
Council accepted three sealed bids from
interior designers for the renovation of the
elected officials office at City Hall on
Monday night.

Bids were received from Susan Dario of
DARIO/Associates Inc. out of Atlanta and
Beth Miller of Embellishments in Coving-
ton. The third bid was received from a
company called Indoff, and did not contain
an address.

The bids will be evaluated by Mayor
Kim Carter and a committee consisting of
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Whatley and Mayor
Pro Tem Elect Hawnethia Williams to
determine if they meet the scope of work

BY ALICE QUEEN
Executive Editor

PORTERDALE — If an intergovern-
mental agreement between the city and
Newton County is approved by the
county, and a referendum is approved
by the residents of Porterdale, the Cov-
ington Elks Lodge could be serving
mixed drinks by the first of the year.

The City Council agreed Monday
night to annex the Covington Elks
Lodge property on Crowell Road, to
change the current zoning of the 6.7-

acre property to Neighborhood Com-
mercial and to call for a referendum in
conjunction with the Nov. 4 General
Election to decide if private clubs in the
city limits will be allowed to serve
liquor by the drink. Porterdale already
allows sales of liquor by the drink for
on-premises consumption, but the ordi-
nance does not include private clubs.

Porterdale’s approval of the annexa-
tion is conditional on the Board of
Commissioners accepting the annexa-
tion petition. The issue was scheduled
to be discussed by the board at its reg-

ular meeting Tuesday night.
According to City Attorney Tim

Chambers, Porterdale and county offi-
cials have already met to discuss the
county’s concerns with the proposed
annexation and rezoning. Under the
intergovernmental agreement that was
reached, several conditions were placed
on the Elks Club property for a period
of five years. Some of the excluded
uses are adult book store, movie house,
auto and motor sales and repair, billiard
hall, dry cleaners, massage business,
private school and tattoo parlor.

All five council members voted in

Porterdale votes to annex Elks lodge
City to hold liquor-by-the-drink referendum

City accepts
bids for
renovation
Covington office to get new look

•See Trial, Page 5A

•See Renovation, Page 3A•See Elks, Page 5A

Staff Photos: Su Ann Kuhn-Smith

Ready for November
Watterson,
Schulz,
Morgan
win runoffs

PRIMARY ELECTION RUNOFFS

•See Runoffs, Page 5A

Above, “Daddy,
you won,” was the
chant of Bill Watt-
erson’s two sons
Tuesday night
when the results
showed he was
besting his com-
petitor Covington
Police Chief
Stacey Cotton.
Here, elder son
McKenzie gives
his father a con-
gratulatory hug.
Left, Tamara
Richardson con-
gratulates Democ-
rat Nancy Shulz
as Shulz learns
she will face
Republican Keith
Mitcham for the
District 3 commis-
sion seat in
November.
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There’s something for everyone to enjoy.

NE W T O N CO U N T Y

MONROE POWER
Equipment Company, Inc.

www.monroepower.com
2125 Pace Street, Covington, GA • 770-784-5880

Professional mowing comes home!®

The homeowner mower built like a commercial mower, the Hustler
FasTrak™ is the most productive, toughest-built mower ever
offered for the consumer market.
• Powerful, reliable Kawasaki, Honda, or Kohler engines

• 48’’ or 54’’ side-discharge/mulching
decks

• 10-gallon fuel capacity
• Welded-steel deck, not
stamped!

• Best warranty in the business
including:

4-year homeowner warranty
1-year commercial warranty

ECONOMY USED TIRES, INC.

for the Finest Quality Used Tires

We also sell
NEW Tires!

FREE MOUNT & BALANCE
with purchase
10557 Highway 36

Covington, GA 30014

770-786-2195

FAT BOYS
GOLF CARTS

Custom Built Golf Carts,
Four Wheelers and Scooters

1595 Access Road, Suite B
Covington, GA 30014

678-625-0711
Hours:

Monday  Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-2

Sales • Repairs • Accessories

• Shop Locally ......
• Save TIME ......
• Save MONEY ......
• Save GAS .........
Just A Short Drive Away –

Only 15 Minutes From
Many Locations

Tiki TattooTiki Tattoo
Wants to thank Covington and Conyers

for a fabulous year!

AAnnivnniversary Specialsersary Specials
a l l  t h i s  m o n t h

All female artists • Body Piercing • Tattoos • Jewelry
All our artists are licensed professionals

Cleanest shop in town. Hospital sterilization, new needles
always. Clean, sterile, certified and inspected by

environmental health department.

Beth Rockmore – owner/artist
Heather Valentin – artist/piercer
Malory Rockmore – artist/piercer

2195B Pace Street, Covington, Ga 30014
678-342-4732

myspace.com/tikitattoostudio  •  tiki_tattoo@yahoo.com

5127 Highway 278 NW
(next to Advance Auto Parts)

• Fully stocked pool
supplies and parts

Repairs • Service • Sales
• Water Testing

HRS: M-F 9-5:30; Sat 10-4

678-658-6560678-658-6560

You are cordially invited
to come in and browse many of
our most popular collections....

Vera Bradley
Stacy Claire Boyd
Birchcraft Studios

Carlson Craft
Regency

Monday-Friday ten o’clock in the morning til
six o’clock in the evening.

Saturday 10 o’clock in the morning til
2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

5125 Highway 278
Covington, Georgia 30014

770-788-7888
info@thecopyexpress.com
www.TheCopyExpress.com

www.TheCopyExpress.KateAspenShops.com

Specializing in
Invitations and Fine Stationery

Favors by
Kate Aspen

MONROE POWER
Equipment Company, Inc.
2125 Pace Street, Covington, GA 30014

770-784-5880
www.monroepower.com

Professional mowing comes home!®

The homeowner mower built like a commercial mower, the Hustler
FasTrak™ is the most productive, toughest-built mower ever
offered for the consumer market.

• Powerful, reliable Kawasaki, Honda, or Kohler engines

• 48’’ or 54’’ side-discharge/mulching decks

• 10-gallon fuel capacity

• Welded-steel deck, not stamped!

• Best warranty in the business including:

4-year homeowner warranty

1-year commercial warranty

laid out by the city. The
committee will then  make
a recommendation to the
City Council, Carter said.

City Manager Steve
Horton may also help with
the evaluation, Carter said. 

“So much of the city
staff uses that as a confer-
ence room,” she said.

The city is in the
process of revising its pur-
chasing policy and proce-
dures manual, which will
outline when sealed bids
are necessary, and also
which projects are
required to be put to bid
versus those that are not,
Carter said. She added that
the renovation project did
not require a bid “but we
went ahead and did it any-

way so everyone would
know what was going on.”

In June, the council
agreed to hire Dario to
renovate the office for a
base charge of $6,000.
Dario estimated renova-
tion costs would come in
at $25,802, putting the
total cost estimate at
$31,802.

When asked by a coun-
cil member why the pro-
ject was not put to bid,
Carter replied that she has
a personal relationship
with the designer, who
gave the city a discounted
rate. Later, Carter said
Dario is a client of Busi-
ness Works Solutions Inc.,
Carter’s consulting, book-
keeping and payroll solu-
tions company.

The motion to hire

Dario passed 3-3, with
Carter casting the tie-
breaking vote.

Both Whatley and
Williams voted in
approval of hiring Dario,
along with Councilwoman
Ocie Franklin.

Two weeks later, it was
announced that the project
would be put out to bid.

Carter has said the reno-
vations are needed to
replace furniture that is old
and in disrepair, adding
that it’s important to make
a good first impression
when entertaining state
and federal officials.

She said the office, pre-
viously known as the
mayor’s office, is used by
council members and city
staff, and is actually an
elected officials’ office.

In other news, the coun-
cil agreed to change its
regular meeting time from
7:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. The
council will still meet on
the first and third Mon-
days of the month. 

However, due to the
Labor Day holiday, the
council will only meet
once during the month of
September, on Sept. 15.

Finally, the council
agreed to waive permitting
fees for Newton County
for the District 4 Commu-
nity Center planned for
the corner of Puckett and
Laseter streets in the
Green Acres neighbor-
hood.

The land, approximate-
ly 8 acres, and building,
are being paid for through
$500,000 in special pur-

pose local option sales tax
revenues.

The building will
include a meeting room for
75 to 100 people, a cater-
ing kitchen, restrooms, a
200-square-foot office and
storage space.

The council previously
agreed to donate .48 acres
of land and give $21,000
worth of in-kind services
to the project.

Monday night, the
council agreed to waive
$7,215 in fees, including
water and sewer tap,
inspection, building per-
mit, mechanical, electrical
and plumbing fees.

Carter said the waiving
of fees is allowed between
one government entity to
another.

Councilwoman Janet

Goodman expressed dis-
appointment that despite
participation in many
county projects, the city is
often given credit on signs
or plaques displayed once
the project is completed.

“The city always con-
tributes, but the city’s
name is never on there and
we contribute heavily to
almost every project,” she
said.

Cheryl Delk, special
projects coordinator for
the county, assured the
council that the city would
get due credit.

“You’ve always been
most cooperative with my
projects, and I appreciate
it,” she said.

Crystal Tatum can be
reached at crystal.tatum
@newtoncitizen.com.

•From Page 1A

Renovation



THE CITIZEN • WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2008 • PAGE 5A

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

Daily YTD
Name        Ex Div  Yld  PE Last Chg%Chg

Daily YTD
Name        Ex Div  Yld  PE Last Chg%Chg

AFLAC NY .96 1.7 16 55.43 +.85 -11.5
AGCO NY ... ... 15 54.62 -.47 -19.7
AMR NY ... ... ... 10.95 +1.26 -22.0
AT&T Inc NY 1.60 5.2 14 31.05 +.88 -25.3
Acuity NY .52 1.2 11 42.13 +1.89 -6.4
AirTran NY ... ... ... 3.25 +.22 -54.6
AlcatelLuc NY ... ... ... 6.25 +.18 -14.6
AmbacF NY .04 .8 ... 4.73 +.54 -81.6
AmIntlGp NY .88 2.9 ... 29.89 +3.20 -48.7
Anadarko NY .36 .7 24 54.06 -1.06 -17.7
Apple Inc Nasd ... ... 31 160.64 +7.41 -18.9
AtlAm Nasd ... ... 12 1.50 ... +7.1
BB&T Cp NY 1.88 6.1 10 30.94 +1.78 +.9
BkofAm NY 2.56 7.6 18 33.58 +.96 -18.6
BkofAm32 NY 1.62 6.9 ... 23.40 -.10 +3.1
Cisco Nasd ... ... 18 22.65 +.66 -16.3
Citigrp NY 1.28 6.4 ... 19.92 +1.09 -32.3
CocaCE NY .28 1.6 ... 17.41 +.26 -33.1
CocaCl NY 1.52 2.8 22 54.91 +1.01 -10.5
Comcast Nasd .25 1.2 26 21.53 +.98 +17.9
CVRD s NY .48 1.8 15 26.16 -.20 -19.9
ConEd NY 2.34 5.8 11 40.64 +1.33 -16.8
DJIA Diam Amex 2.96 2.6 ... 116.00 +3.14 -12.5
Daimler NY 3.18 5.2 ... 60.70 +2.94 -36.5
Dell Inc Nasd ... ... 20 25.11 -.28 +2.4
DeltaAir NY ... ... ... 8.70 +.58 -41.6
Disney NY .35 1.1 14 31.31 +.94 -3.0
EMS Tch Nasd ... ... 9 21.07 +.36 -30.3
ErthLink Nasd ... ... 38 9.15 +.10 +29.4
Equifax NY .16 .4 18 35.73 +.74 -1.7
ExxonMbl NY 1.60 2.0 10 78.35 +1.75 -16.4
Flextrn Nasd ... ... ... 9.07 +.07 -24.8
FlowrsFds NY .60 1.9 28 31.22 +.85 +33.4
FordM NY ... ... ... 5.09 +.28 -24.4
FredMac NY 1.00 12.4 ... 8.04 +.52 -76.4
GenElec NY 1.24 4.2 14 29.25 +1.08 -21.1
GnMotr NY .50 ... ... 10.69 +.59 -57.1
GenuPrt NY 1.56 3.8 13 41.26 +1.09 -10.9
GloblInd Nasd ... ... 7 8.37 -3.05 -60.9
GlobPay NY .08 .2 23 45.68 +1.40 -1.8
GrayTelev NY .12 5.0 ... 2.39 +.13 -70.2
GrayTvA NY .12 3.0 ... 4.00 +.08 -52.9
HewlettP NY .32 .7 15 45.00 +1.06 -10.9
HomeDp NY .90 3.6 12 24.89 +1.00 -7.6
iShJapn nya Amex .20 1.7 ... 11.79 +.26 -11.3
iShCh25 s nya Amex 1.26 2.8 ... 45.02 +.85 -20.8

iShEMkt s nyaAmex 1.17 2.8 ... 41.69 +.53 -16.8

iShR2K nya Amex .83 1.2 ... 71.96 +1.21 -5.2

iShREst nya Amex 2.86 4.5 ... 64.20 +2.63 -2.3

Intel Nasd .56 2.4 19 23.02 +.64 -13.7

IntellgSys Amex ... ... ... 3.40 -.15 +1.5

IBM NY 2.00 1.6 16 128.87 +1.31 +19.2

Kroger NY .36 1.2 15 28.96 +1.02 +8.4

Level3 Nasd ... ... ... 3.26 +.15 +7.2

LillyEli NY 1.88 3.9 14 47.79 +.42 -10.5

LockhdM NY 1.68 1.6 14 108.10 +3.50 +2.7

McKesson NY .48 .8 17 57.46 +.92 -12.3

Microsoft Nasd .44 1.7 14 26.21 +.93 -26.4

Motorola NY .20 2.1 ... 9.55 -.27 -40.5

NCR Cp s NY ... ... 23 26.14 -.18 +4.1

Oracle Nasd ... ... 21 22.21 +.96 -1.6

Pfizer NY 1.28 6.5 15 19.71 +.73 -13.3

PwShs QQQ Nasd .15 .3 ... 45.93 +1.50 -10.3

PrUShS&P Amex 1.90 2.9 ... 65.74 -3.72 +21.3

PrUShQQQ Amex 1.23 2.9 ... 42.92 -2.86 +13.0

ProUShOG Amex .66 1.7 ... 38.28 -.46 +6.4

ProUShtFn Amex .79 .7 ... 112.25-10.75 +12.4

ProUltFin Amex .53 2.3 ... 23.42 +1.90 -43.6

Qualcom Nasd .64 1.1 27 55.73 +2.86 +41.6

QwestCm NY .32 8.7 2 3.67 +.13 -47.6

RegionsFn NY .40 4.0 6 9.93 +.54 -58.0

RockTen NY .40 1.1 19 36.74 +.84 +44.6

SpdrGold nya Amex ... ... ... 86.08 -2.06 +4.4

Sherwin NY 1.40 2.6 12 54.89 +2.18 -5.4

SiriusS Nasd ... ... ... 1.42 +.03 -53.1

SouthnCo NY 1.68 4.7 16 35.89 +.59 -7.4

SprintNex NY ... ... ... 8.55 +.42 -34.9

SPDR Amex 2.81 2.2 ... 128.36 +3.34 -12.2

SP Engy Amex .83 1.2 ... 71.43 +.44 -10.0

SP Fncl Amex .91 4.0 ... 22.47 +1.05 -22.3

SunMicro rs Nasd ... ... 19 9.73 +.52 -46.3

SunTrst NY 3.08 6.8 13 45.30 +2.48 -27.5

Synovus s NY .68 6.6 11 10.27 +.57 -2.5

UAL Nasd 2.15 ... ... 10.24 +1.31 -71.3

UPS B NY 1.80 2.8 13 65.25 +2.68 -7.7

VerizonCm NY 1.72 5.0 17 34.55 +.72 -20.9

Vodafone NY 1.48 5.3 ... 27.86 +.93 -25.3

Wachovia NY .20 1.0 ... 19.06 +1.95 -49.9

WA Mutl NY .04 .8 ... 5.22 +.35 -61.6

WellsFargo NY 1.36 4.3 14 31.54 +1.36 +4.5

STOCK MARKET INDEXES

MONEY RATES CURRENCIES

Prime Rate
Discount Rate
Federal Funds Rate
Treasuries

3-month
6-month
5-year
10-year
30-year

14,198.10 10,827.71 Dow Industrials 11,615.77 +331.62 +2.94 -12.43 -13.98
5,536.57 4,032.88 Dow Transportation 5,151.96 +241.76 +4.92 +12.72 +2.89

555.71 460.68 Dow Utilities 468.59 +6.05 +1.31 -12.01 -6.88
10,387.17 8,089.49 NYSE Composite 8,471.85 +203.20 +2.46 -13.02 -11.81

2,562.20 2,058.88 Amex Market Value 2,128.13 +10.16 +.48 -11.68 -5.35
2,861.51 2,155.42 Nasdaq Composite 2,349.83 +64.27 +2.81 -11.40 -8.27
1,576.09 1,200.43 S&P 500 1,284.88 +35.87 +2.87 -12.50 -12.99

924.07 731.29 S&P MidCap 802.68 +16.53 +2.10 -6.47 -6.50
852.06 643.28 Russell 2000 721.04 +16.90 +2.40 -5.87 -6.86

15,938.99 12,219.67 Wilshire 5000 13,073.27 +334.86 +2.63 -11.79 -11.81

52-Week                                                                          Net                      YTD       12-mo
High         Low          Name                              Last             Chg       %Chg    %Chg       %Chg

5.00 5.00
2.25 2.25
2.00 2.00

1.71 1.69
1.92 1.90
3.27 3.36
4.00 4.04
4.63 4.62

Last    PvsWeek

THE MARKET IN REVIEW

NYSE
8,471.85 +203.20

AMEX
2,128.13 +10.16

NASDAQ
2,349.83 +64.27

DIARY
Advanced 1,957
Declined 909
Unchanged 129
Total issues 2,995
New Highs 41
New Lows 89

Name     Vol (00) Last    Chg
SPDR 2399945 128.36 +3.34
SP Fncl 1750323 22.47 +1.05
iShR2K nya895382 71.96 +1.21
ProUltFin 491578 23.42 +1.90
SP Engy 436682 71.43 +.44
iShEMkt s nya41348141.69 +.53
PrUShQQQ391552 42.92 -2.86
ProUShtFn348237 112.25 -10.75
iShJapn nya253252 11.79 +.26
ProUShOG246960 38.28 -.46

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

DIARY
Advanced 895
Declined 607
Unchanged 95
Total issues 1,597
New Highs 19
New Lows 70

Name     Vol (00) Last    Chg
Citigrp 909214 19.92 +1.09
Wachovia 895363 19.06 +1.95
WA Mutl 781904 5.22 +.35
BkofAm 733734 33.58 +.96
AmbacF 631207 4.73 +.54
Pfizer 551221 19.71 +.73
Motorola 548746 9.55 -.27
FredMac 526007 8.04 +.52
GenElec 516337 29.25 +1.08
FordM 515259 5.09 +.28

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

Name          Last Chg   %Chg
LehB pfG 10.87 +1.77 +19.5
GaGulf 3.40 +.54 +18.9
WstnAlliB 12.66 +2.00 +18.8
Boise Inc 4.20 +.66 +18.6
PilgrimsPr 14.61 +2.25 +18.2
US Airwy 6.70 +1.02 +18.0
BoydGm 14.31 +2.09 +17.1
LIN TV 6.96 +.98 +16.4
RiskMet n 21.63 +2.93 +15.7
MGMMir 35.85 +4.85 +15.6

Name          Last Chg   %Chg
MidwGm 2.70 -1.22 -31.1
Colfax n 23.15 -4.47 -16.2
W&T Off 35.90 -6.70 -15.7
HltMgmt 5.51 -1.00 -15.4
Unitrin 23.74 -4.00 -14.4
QiaoXMob 4.78 -.80 -14.3
ReliantEn 14.87 -2.33 -13.5
Fortress 10.24 -1.57 -13.3
MarvelE 31.19 -4.07 -11.5
MolCoorB s 48.18 -6.25 -11.5

DIARY
Advanced 2,384
Declined 784
Unchanged 78
Total issues 3,246
New Highs 48
New Lows 81

5,353,990,359Volume 

STOCK EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-listing standards. lf = Late filing with SEC.
n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50 percent within the past year. rt =
Right to buy security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the last year. un = Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or
receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants. Gainers and Losers must be worth at least $2 to be listed in tables
at left. Most Actives must be worth at least $1. Volume in hundreds of shares. Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

Australia 1.0925 1.0750
Britain 1.9562 1.9635
Canada 1.0428 1.0368
Euro .6463 .6415
Japan 108.17 108.28
Mexico 9.9206 9.8814
Switzerlnd 1.0539 1.0479

Day Ago         Pvs Day

British pound expressed in U.S. dollars. All others show
dollar in foreign currency. 

MUTUAL FUNDS

American Funds BalA  m MA 34,488 17.44 +1.8 -5.0/C +6.9/C 5.75 250
American Funds CapIncBuA  m IH 77,816 55.31 -0.6 -4.6/C +11.3/B 5.75 250
American Funds CpWldGrIA  m WS 77,151 38.85 +0.5 -3.9/A +16.6/A 5.75 250
American Funds EurPacGrA  m FB 55,569 44.07 -1.0 -5.3/A +17.4/A 5.75 250
American Funds FundmInvA  m LB 37,829 37.21 -1.8 -5.5/A +13.1/A 5.75 250
American Funds GrowAmerA  mLG 84,779 30.59 -1.1 -6.0/C +10.5/A 5.75 250
American Funds IncAmerA  m MA 59,349 17.07 +0.7 -8.0/E +8.6/A 5.75 250
American Funds InvCoAmA  m LV 62,804 29.06 +2.1 -9.5/B +8.4/B 5.75 250
American Funds NewPerspA  m WS 43,711 29.99 -1.0 -4.3/A +13.9/B 5.75 250
American Funds WAMutInvA  m LV 55,201 29.64 +2.6 -10.1/B +7.6/C 5.75 250
Dodge & Cox IntlStk FV 48,192 40.52 +2.2 -8.3/B +20.0/A NL 2,500
Dodge & Cox Stock LV 52,601 116.70 +6.6 -12.6/C +10.0/A NL 2,500
Fidelity Contra LG 70,690 63.11 -3.1 -2.3/B +12.6/A NL 2,500
Fidelity DivrIntl FG 47,744 34.26 -2.1 -7.9/C +16.3/B NL 2,500
Fidelity GrowCo LG 34,588 73.71 -4.4 -0.7/A +11.8/A NL 2,500
Fidelity Magellan LG 35,653 76.94 -1.5 -6.4/C +7.0/C NL 2,500
PIMCO TotRetIs CI 78,498 10.55 -0.1 +8.5/A +5.5/A NL 5,000,000
Vanguard 500 LB 54,221 118.47 +1.9 -8.6/C +7.7/C NL 3,000
Vanguard InstIdx LB 41,819 117.61 +1.9 -8.5/C +7.9/C NL 5,000,000
Vanguard TotStIdx LB 50,743 31.31 +2.2 -7.7/B +8.7/B NL 3,000

Total Assets Total Return/Rank           Pct         Min Init
Name Obj   ($Mlns) NAV      4-wk 12-mo    5-year    Load             Invt

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, ES -Europe Stock, FB -Foreign Large Blend, FG -Foreign LargeGrowth, FV -Foreign
Large Value, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate Allocation, MB -Mid-Cap Blend, MV -
Mid-Cap Value, SH -Specialty-heath, WS -World Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs. oth-
ers with same objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Min Init Invt: Minimum $ needed to invest in fund. Source: Morningstar. 

uu uu

uu
Name     Vol (00) Last    Chg
SiriusS 1594868 1.42 +.03
PwShs QQQ135475145.93 +1.50
Microsoft 834356 26.21 +.93
Cisco 660689 22.65 +.66
Intel 536532 23.02 +.64
Oracle 415357 22.21 +.96
UAL 335417 10.24 +1.31
Dell Inc 329170 25.11 -.28
GloblInd 248558 8.37 -3.05
Apple Inc 239587 160.64 +7.41

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

EXPRESS YOUR

FEELINGS

Be sure those who care are informed of memorial
arrangements. For more information or to place
an obituary notice, call 770-483-7108.

View the Rockdale/Newton Citizen complete list of
obituary notices at www.rockdalecitizen.com

www.newtoncitizen.com.

Rockdale/Newton Citizen
rockdalecitizen.com
newtoncitizen.com(770) 918-0707

1035-Green Street S.E • Conyers, GA 30012
www.oldetownflorist.com

JONES, BARBARA
Barbara Ellen Elaine

Mitchell Jones age 50 of
Conyers died August 4,
2008. She was born
October 5, 1957 to Geral-
dine (Moss) and the late
Stewart Mitchell of Cony-
ers. She is survived by
her two daughters and

their families. Sheena and
Eddie Lawrence of Cov-
ington and their sons Jef-
frey and Zachary, Khrystle
and Nathan Wagner of
Conyers and their sons
Roman and Jasper, her sis-
ter Caroline Collins of
Conyers, her mother
Gerldine Mitchell of
Conyers and several
nieces and nephews. She

was preceded in death by
her father Jasper Stewart
Mitchell and her brother
Tony Mitchell. She was a
loving mother and grand-
mother who loved gar-
dening and helping others.
She will be greatly missed.
Her family takes comfort
that she has gone on to
be with Jesus. A memorial
service will be held

August 6, 2008 at 7pm at
Greater Love Church,
5325 Hwy. 81 South Cov-
ington, Ga.

CONYERS

DEATHS, FUNERALS

got in a fight. I shot her, in the
head, I think ... The gun is on
the sofa, the clip is right
beside it.”

The Social Circle resident
was taken into custody out-
side his home at 15 Ruther-
ford Drive in the Surrey
Chase subdivision around 9
a.m. on Oct. 31, 2006. The
body of his wife was found
inside with gunshot wounds
to the back of her head,
through her mouth, and in
her left breast.

In her opening statements,
Newton County Assistant
District Attorney Melanie
McCrorey described the case
simply: “cold, calculated
murder.”

Defense attorney David
LaMalva said the question
was not whether his client
shot his wife, but rather why.
Thomas Francis had endured
financial difficulties and pub-
lic humiliation by his wife in
front of neighbors and
church members, the attor-
ney told the jurors. She had
also previously attacked him
with a hammer, and  had
come at him with a knife the
morning of the shooting,
forcing him to defend him-
self, he added. “Tommy was
justified in shooting Shelley,”
LaMalva said.

The defendant’s brother-
in-law, Greg Moore, testified
that he had spoken with
Thomas Francis on several
occasions, during which he
had complained about hav-
ing arguments with his wife.
Moore acknowledged that he

had witnessed several of
those arguments between his
wife’s sister and Thomas
Francis. Moore added that he
had taken out a warrant
against Denise Francis after
she made harassing phone
calls to his home.

Two weeks after Thomas
Francis’ arrest, Moore said
he visited him in jail, during
which they discussed the
shooting. 

“I said to him, ‘It must
have got bad,’” Moore said.
“He said, ‘We got into it that
night. The next morning, I
went into the bathroom and
asked her what she was going
to be like today. Was I going
to see Dr. Jekyll or Mr. Hyde.’
Then she jumped up at him
and he started shooting.”

McCrorey called several
police officers and first
responders to the stand to
describe the scene when they
arrived at the Francis home
that October morning. Among
them were agents with the
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion, who took over the inves-
tigation once it was ascer-
tained that Francis was a for-
mer law enforcement officer.

Responders described
Denise Francis’ body as
lying in the doorway
between the home’s master
bedroom and the master
bathroom. Photographs were
submitted into evidence
showing multiple teeth on
the floor and several blood
spatters on the floor, door, the
bathroom counter, and on the
phone that was said to be
used to make the 911 call.
Investigators determined that

the cord had been ripped
from the phone.

Found lying on the ground
near the body was a large
kitchen knife. Both
McCrorey and LaMalva
focused heavily on the loca-
tion of the knife and asked
each of the witnesses
whether they had moved it or
were aware of anyone else
having tampered with it in
any way. They each replied
that it had not been moved.

GBI Special Agent Todd
Crosby testified on his inves-
tigation of the blood spatter
evidence found at the scene
and explained the conclu-
sions he had reached as
McCrorey presented pho-
tographs to jurors. Members
of Denise Francis’ family
were visibly distraught as
pictures revealing her body
lying on the floor were
shown to the jury. Taking a
short break, McCrorey whis-
pered to several family mem-
bers and they exited the
courtroom before several
more graphic photos were
displayed. 

Crosby asserted that the
blood drops found under the
knife on the floor revealed
that the knife had been
placed there after the wound
or wounds were inflicted on
Denise Francis.

In his cross-examination,
LaMalva asked Crosby if it
were possible that an investi-
gator or Thomas Francis had
kicked the knife into the loca-
tion which was found after
Denise Francis was killed. 

“To my knowledge, it was
not inadvertently kicked,” he

replied. Upon further ques-
tioning, Crosby revealed that
a battery of fingerprint tests
found no fingerprints on the
knife, the gun, the gun’s
magazine or on the bullets
contained within.

When asked about abra-
sions found on Denise Fran-
cis’ buttocks, Crosby said,
“My opinion is she was
kicked.”

GBI medical examiner
Eric Eason went into detail
concerning each of Denise
Francis’ three gunshot
wounds. He told jurors that
Denise Francis may have
been able to place the 911
call following the shots to the
chest and her mouth, but said
the shot to the back of her
head would more than likely
have instantly killed her. 

“The mouth shot would
have been painful, but not
incapacitating,” he said. The
shot in her chest, however,
did more damage, traveling
through her ribcage,
diaphragm, liver and right
kidney. “She would not lose
consciousness, but it would
not be instantly lethal.”

“The back of the head
would have had to be after
(the 911 call),” he concluded.

The presentation of evi-
dence is scheduled to contin-
ue at 8:30 a.m. today, during
which jurors will watch a
videotaped interrogation of
Thomas Francis.

Staff photographer Sue
Ann Kuhn-Smith contributed
to this story.

Colin M. Stewart may be
reached at colin.stewart
@rockdalecitizen.com.
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favor of the annexation
and zoning change. Coun-
cilwoman Kay Piper was
opposed to the referen-
dum.

If approved by the coun-
ty Tuesday night, the
annexation would take
effect Sept. 1.

Ray Edwards, a trustee
for the Elks Lodge, and
Jack Wheeler, exalted
ruler, were at the Monday
night meeting for the coun-
cil’s votes. Edwards told
council members that the
Elks are looking forward to
being a part of Porterdale
and the growth taking
place there. Edwards also
reminded council members
that the Elks Lodge has
roots in Porterdale going
back to the 1950s when
Porterdale Mayor Bill Ivy
was the first exalted ruler
of the lodge.

Edwards said Tuesday
that a major reason the
Elks asked for the annexa-
tion and referendum was
in order to accommodate
members who have dances
at the lodge and dinner on

Friday nights and for those
who rent the club for
events such as wedding
rehearsal dinners.

“Any parties always had
to be BYOB,” Edwards
said. “We feel like it’s an
accommodation for our
members and also for
those who rent the lodge.
We can handle that partic-
ular area ourselves, so it’s
less worry for them.”

Edwards said the lodge
members are also looking
forward to the garbage
pickup service offered by
Porterdale and police
response times that “will
be as good or better as
what we have already with
the county.”

Edwards said quite a
few of the lodge’s 225
members live in Por-
terdale.

Covington Elks Lodge
BPOE 1806 was chartered
in 1953. Before moving to
the Crowell Road location
in 1991, the lodge was
located on Brown Bridge
Road.

Alice Queen can be
reached at alice.queen
@rockdalecitizen.com.

•From Page 1A

Elks
were compiled, Newton
County Republican Sheriff’s
candidate Lt. Bill Watterson
will face Democratic candi-
date Ezell Brown in the  Gen-
eral Election.

Even though Republican
opponent Covington Police
Chief Stacey Cotton took the
lead in the July 15 primary
election with 49 percent of
the vote, compared to Watter-
son’s 28 percent, Watterson’s
votes stayed between 52 and

53 percent of the Republican
votes Tuesday night, for a
total of 3,584 votes

“Wow. It’s very exciting,”
Watterson said after all of the
votes were in Tuesday night.
“I had a lot of good people
working on my campaign. ...
And we had some tough
opponents.”

He said he has lots of hard
work ahead of him before the
November election — he
wants to continue to meet
more community members
and share his values.

“You can never meet too
many people,” he said. “I will
always have an open door
policy. That’s how I am now;
it’s important for me.”

Cotton was unavailable for
comment as of press time
late Tuesday.

More than 51 percent of
Newton County voters cast
their ballots for Democratic
U.S. Senate candidate Jim
Martin over Vernon Jones.

Martin will face Republi-
can incumbent Saxby Cham-
bliss in the Senate race in

November.
At 14 percent, voter

turnout was higher than elec-
tion officials predicted.

After a poor turnout in the
July 15 primary, Board of
Elections Chairman Hugh
Steele predicted less than 10
percent of voters would par-
ticipate in the runoff.

Staff Reporter Michelle
Floyd contributed to this
story.

Crystal Tatum can be
reached at crystal.tatum
@newtoncitizen.com.
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