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ATLANTA — After 
Georgia Democrats made 
big gains in the midterm 
legislative elections and 
came close to winning 
the Governor’s Mansion 
and other statewide posts, 
even some Republicans 
worried the momen-
tum was starting to turn 
against them.

But recently filed cam-
paign disclosure reports 
show big-money donors, 
lobbyists and special-in-
terest business associa-
tions are sticking with the 
majority party, big time.

The Georgia GOP and 
the political action commit-
tees for the party’s majority 
caucuses raised more than 
$1.3 million during the past 
five months, much of it 
since the 2019 legislative 
session ended.

The haul has allowed 
the Georgia Republican 
Party to pay down its 
debt — much of it run up 
because it had to fight a 
staff racial discrimina-
tion lawsuit. The debt 
was $736,000 at the end 
of December 2017, a few 
months after the case was 

settled. As of June 30, the 
party listed about $139,000 
in debt.

Re p u b l i c a n  Pa r t y 
Chairman David Shafer 
said after the tough mid-
term elections — during 
which Democratic guber-
natorial nominee Stacey 
Abrams spent a record 
amount of money — fund-
raising had to be one of the 
GOP’s priorities.

“The 2018 elections 
were  uncomfortably 
close,” he said. “It will 
take more money and 
better organization going 
forward. The era of com-
placency has ended.”

The state Democratic 
Party reported raising about 
$400,000 in the first six 
months of the year. The two 
parties had similar amounts 
banked as of the end of the 
reporting period.

“I feel great about 
where we sit financially, 
and you are going to see 
a bigger spike in the num-
bers over the next few 
reporting cycles,” said 
Scott Hogan, the executive 
director of the Democrat-
ic Party of Georgia. “Folks 
want to engage, they want 
to donate. Democrats are 
more tuned in, more excit-

ed about this [upcoming] 
election in Georgia.”

During the first half 
of the year, neither party 
came close to matching 
the kind of money brought 
in by the political action 
committee for Fair Fight 
Action, the voting rights 
group started by Abrams. 
Fair Fight’s PAC, like 
Abrams’ campaign last 
year, has national reach, 
and it took in $3.9 million 
during the first six months 
of the year, most of it from 
outside of Georgia.

Fair Fight’s PAC, while 
unaffiliated with the Dem-
ocratic Party, contributed 
to the campaigns of more 
than 50 Democratic law-
makers and gave to organi-
zations that support some 
of the party’s top issues.

However, while Demo-
crats won seats in the mid-
term elections and are vow-
ing to go after GOP law-
makers who backed a new 
law to restrict abortion, 
the traditional big-money 
donors gave heavily to the 
Republican cause.

The party’s report 
shows its biggest donor 
was a national Republican 
committee called Take 
Back the House 2020, 

which gave $90,000.
But the state GOP also 

received $30,000 from 
executives of the General 
Wholesale Co., an Atlan-
ta-based beverage distrib-
utor; $25,000 from another 
distributor, Georgia Crown 
Distributing;  $25,000 
from Georgia Power; 
and $10,000 each from 
Coca-Cola, Waffle House, 
heavy-equipment company 
Yancey Brothers, the Geor-
gia Association of Realtors 
and CoreCivics of Tennes-
see, a private prison com-
pany that received almost 
$100 million from the state 
for housing inmates in 
2018. Several other major 
associations, companies 
and lobbyists gave between 
$1,000 and $10,000.

The council debated 
the new legislation Tues-
day afternoon at the stra-
tegic planning meeting 
and was criticized by sev-
eral members of the public 
at the voting meeting that 
night, just one week before 
the first vote on the new 
legislation is scheduled.

This week’s debate on 
the legislation centered 
around District 6 Council-
woman Carol Berz’s idea 
to reword the pending 
resolution to include all 
property owners within the 
proposed district, includ-
ing 501(c)3 nonprofits, and 
allow them to appeal to 
the BID board to opt out, 
rather than excluding cer-
tain property owners and 
allowing them to opt in.

“I would like my col-
leagues to consider that 
everyone [within the 
BID] be on equal foot-
ing. … If you don’t like 
what you would get and 
there’s good reason, then 
these people who have 
the interest should be the 
ones to make the deci-
sion,” Berz said, adding 
that the council’s mem-
bers should be removed 
from the appeals process 
since they were the ones 
forming the board. “And 
because there’s a conflict 
with us overseeing stuff 
that we have done, that 
makes no sense. Anyone 
who wants to appeal [the 
board’s decision] can just 
do it to Circuit Court.”

Berz’s call to keep the 
appeals process at “arms 
length” from the council 
got the immediate approv-
al of two of the three spon-

sors, District 7 Council-
man Erskine Oglesby and 
District 2 Councilman 
Jerry Mitchell. The third 
sponsor, District 8 Coun-
cilman Anthony Byrd, 
arrived in the middle of 
the discussion and said 
he was not prepared to 
support anything without 
hearing what he missed.

With the sponsors’ 
approval, the current ver-
sion of the BID resolution 
and an alternate version 
including Berz’s stipula-
tions are likely to appear 
on next week’s agenda for 
the first vote.

In the last public com-
ment section before the 
BID is on the agenda and 
off limits, five concerned 
citizens spoke out against 
the BID, calling it taxation 
without representation.

“Our business is pro-
fessionally dying in our 
city and it is because of all 
the taxes that come across 
from city and county and 
state,” Rose Cox, owner of 
the Palace Theatre said, 
speaking against the BID. 
“I pay taxes on things that 
don’t make sense for me 
to pay taxes on. … I am 
passed down other taxes 
that are hidden fees inside 
of my leases. … We can’t 
do anything about it.”

The first reading for the 
BID will be July 23 at 6 p.m. 
at the John P. Franklin City 
Council Building located at 
1000 Lindsay St. The sec-
ond vote and public hearing 
for property owners, pur-
suant with Tennessee law, 
will be at the same time and 
place on July 30.

Contact Sarah Grace 
Taylor at staylor@times 
freepress.com or 423-757-
6416. Follow her on Twit-
ter @sarahgtaylor.
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Jim Ashley mows grass in front of the 20/20 Vision mural on Riverfront Parkway on Tuesday. The mural was created in 2012 
by Howard School students paired with professional artists in coordination with the arts nonprofit Mark Making.

All seeing, all mowing

Georgia Republicans regroup  
after bruising midyear elections
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District 9 Councilwoman 
Demetrus Coonrod voted 
against the appointment, 
opposing the idea that any 
present or former Chatta-
nooga police officer would 
be on the board.

During Tuesday after-
noon’s Strategic Planning 
Meeting, Coonrod first 
called for the council to 
allow citizens to vote in 
a referendum to remove 
the board from under the 
council, making it more 
independent, adding that 
she was working with the 
city attorney to draft such 
legislation.

Then she called for the 
council to prevent former 
police from being on the 
board in the future.

“And I’m really con-
cerned about having an 
ex-officer serving on the 
board. I know it’s our 
councilman’s choice and 
it was an oversight on our 
part that we didn’t pick it 
up while we were comb-
ing through,” Coonrod 
said. “I think [having a 
former Chattanooga offi-
cer] defeats the purpose of 
creating the board.”

While Coonrod was not 
met with much immediate 
council support, members 
of the public echoed her 
concerns at the 6 p.m. vot-
ing meeting.

Sylvester Harris, who 
was recently appointed 
to Chattanooga’s police 
advisory board by District 
8 Councilman Anthony 
Byrd, was critical of Min-
cy’s appointment during 

the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting.

“I want to give [Mincy] 
all the praise he needs. He 
retired and was probably 
a good officer … it’s noth-
ing personal toward him,” 
Harris said, adding that he 
was not against police or 
the council. “But the prob-
lem I’m having with that 
nomination is once you 
get your pension and go 
to police balls … it’s hard 
to be unbiased once you’re 
affiliated with a program 
you once served in.”

Activist Marie Mott 
followed Harris, pointing 
to a recent subpoena for a 
former Chattanooga police 
officer allegedly involved 
in a rape allegation cover- 
up and an incident with a 
questionable cavity search 
by Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies. 

“Not only do you guys 
need to think over the 
decisions you have made 
… but also seeing the real-
istic outcomes. Has life for 
African American people 
improved?” she asked the 
council members, refer-
encing their involvement 
in recent police oversight 
issues. “Have we been lib-
erated by any of the deci-
sion making or pace mak-
ing that you have done?”

While Henderson was 
absent from all of Tues-
day’s council meetings, 
he said last week that the 
appointment was made 
“thoughtfully.”

“I tried to make a really 
thoughtful decision and 
I understand where peo-
ple are coming from, but 
I believe [Mincy] will be 
able to use his expertise 

to really identify when 
there have been policing 
issues,” Henderson said 
after the appointment. “I 
got some input from com-
munity members and they 
thought he would be a 
good person to nominate. 
I wanted to make sure we 
have someone who will 
take it seriously and show 
up and who is invested in 
the issue.”

Two significant rezon-
ing matters that drew 
opposition last week also 
were passed by the council 
on Tuesday.

The most contentious, 
the rezoning of a property 
on Clark Road in North-
east Chattanooga, was 
approved unanimously 
despite a more-than-100-
person petition against the 
proposed 234-unit apart-
ment development and 
convenience store.

Another rezoning mat-
ter in St. Elmo changed 
three properties on Ten-
nessee Avenue from C-2 
commercial to UGC com-
mercial, to allow for a 
more strictly commercial 
development.

The rezoning was 
approved unanimously by 
present council members, 
with conditions requir-
ing that an existing right-
of-way between two of 
the parcels remain open 
for pedestrian use and 
prohibiting certain uses, 
including adult-oriented 
establishments, self-stor-
age facilities and auto-ori-
ented uses.

Contact Sarah Grace 
Taylor at staylor@times 
freepress.com or 423-757-
6416.
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