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AIONA DAVIS HANNEMANN IGE

Gov. candidates talk economic development
KAPOLEI, Oahu — 

Hawaii can stimulate its 
economy and generate jobs 
without raising taxes, the 
state’s four gubernatorial 
candidates said during a 

forum Tuesday.
The debate hosted by 

the West Oahu Economic 
Development Association 
marked the first time the 
four hopefuls met since the 
primary election earlier this 
month. Democratic state 

Sen. David Ige pulled out 
of a forum last week after 
disagreeing with organiz-
ers about the ground rules 
of the event.

Ige stressed the need 
for economic diversifica-
tion and said he’s been a 

proponent of tax credits for 
technology companies.

“I was part of the biggest 
private equity investment 
in the history of the state of 
Hawaii and I do know how 

By CATHY BUSSEWITZ
Associated Press

See CANDIDATES Page A5

Isle incinerator wouldn’t face garbage shortage
One of the finalists for 

Hawaii County’s waste-to-
energy incinerator is expected 
to penalize the City and County 
of Honolulu big bucks for not 
providing enough garbage for 

its plant last year.
But Hawaii County 

Environmental Management 
Director Bobby Jean Leithead 
Todd said Tuesday the Big 
Island isn’t likely to face 
the same problem because 
it’s planning a much smaller 

facility. Hawaii County intends 
to rely mostly on East Hawaii 
garbage for its plant, leaving 
West Hawaii’s garbage, and 
likely ash from the incinerator, 
for the landfill at Puuanahulu.

“The facility we’re looking 
at is less than the total amount 

of trash that we’re hauling 
from this side of the island,” 
Leithead Todd said.

At issue is a “put or pay” pro-
vision in the contract Honolulu 
has with Covanta Energy Corp. 

By NANCY COOK LAUER
Stephens Media Hawaii

LEITHEAD
TODDSee INCINERATOR Page A5
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Mayor Billy Kenoi discusses the approach of a lava flow in lower 
Puna on Monday evening at a meeting at the Pahoa Community 
Center.

Hawaii Island public safety 
officials are asking lower 
Puna residents to remain 
vigilant as scientists continue 
to track a lava flow that is 
within 2 miles of homes.

The June 27 flow, named 
for the date it began, is mov-
ing at a speed of about 200 to 
300 feet per day, according 
to Jim Kauahikaua, Hawaiian 
Volcano Observatory 
scientist-in-charge.

Kaohe Homesteads, just 
outside of Pahoa village, is 
the closest community to 
the flow. While not immedi-
ately threatened, that could 
change if the flow continues 
on its path, county and HVO 
officials cautioned during a 

Photo courtesy of HAWAIIAN VOLCANO OBSERVATORY

Steam rises from the ground where a lava flow is making its way eastward through a large crack in the ground. Scientists have been closely monitoring the June 27 
flow, named for the day it emerged, as it is now within 2 miles of a populated area south of Pahoa.

T he ordinarily quiet streets 
of Kaohe Homesteads 
south of Pahoa bustled 
with activity Tuesday.

Neighbors visited with each 
other to share the latest news, and 
residents from nearby communi-
ties were busy driving through to 
see what they could see — scoping 
out the area public safety officials 
say could be the first in line if an 
unpredictable lava flow 2 miles 
away continues on its path.

The small, sparsely popu-
lated community, nestled between 
Pahoa and Leilani Estates subdi-
vision along Highway 130, sits 
to the east of the approaching 
June 27 lava flow, named for 
the date when it first emerged 
from the flank of Pu‘u ‘O‘o 
on Kilauea’s East Rift Zone.

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

By TOM CALLIS
and COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writers

TRACKING THE FLOW

See PREPARED Page A3See ADVANCE Page A3

Lava’s advance 
being watched 
closely in Puna

Officials ask 
residents to 
be prepared

“Everybody’s becoming an expert 
on this overnight, saying it will 

go to Ainaloa, Leilani Estates, 
Nanawale Estates. Right now, 

we just need to stay informed.”
— PAHOA RESIDENT STEPHEN RIDSDALE



At a meeting Monday 
evening in Pahoa, 
Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory Scientist-in-
Charge Jim Kauahikaua 
explained the speed and 
direction of the flow has 
been difficult to ascertain 
as it has made its way in 
and out of deep cracks 
in the terrain, often hid-
den from view — given 
away only by telltale 
plumes of steam ris-
ing from the ground.

“There is no immi-
nent threat, but it could 
develop into a threat 
fairly quickly,” he said.

Hawaii County Civil 
Defense Administrator 
Darryl Oliveira told 
attendees that scien-
tists will continue to 
monitor the flow closely. 
Should an evacuation be 
required, residents would 
have “days, not hours” 
to abandon their homes.

“The problem right 
now is, it’s kind of like 
we’re blind,” Hawaiian 
Paradise Park resident 
Scott Hicks said Tuesday. 
“We can’t see it, we 
can’t smell it, we don’t 
know where it’s gonna 
go. But it’s out there.”

Hicks and his wife, 
Mary, are former resi-
dents of Kaohe and were 
returning home on their 
motor scooter Tuesday 
after visiting with a friend 
in the neighborhood to 
share information about 
Monday night’s meeting.

“We live in HPP, 
and we’re concerned, 
too. It could go any-
where. That’s what hap-
pened with Kalapana. 
It was going one way, 
and then it was going 
another way,” he said.

Formerly of Ohio, 
Hicks said that many 
of the people who live 
in Puna choose to live 
there for its isolation 
and rural nature. But 
those same positives can 
quickly become negatives 
once disaster strikes.

“There’s only one 
road in and one road 
out. You’re out, off 
the beaten path. You 
know it when you 
move here,” he said.

Tobias and Claudia 
Rivera bought a piece 
of property two years 
ago in Leilani Estates, 
and recent events have 
worried them about 
the home they are 
currently building.

“(Monday’s meeting) 
left us concerned and 
apprehensive,” Tobias 
Rivera said. “Personally, 
for us, we just bought 
property two years ago, 
and we’ve put a lot of 
investment in it. We’re 
curious if we should 
continue building.”

Claudia Rivera added 
that in the near-term, 
the pair is working to 
be more prepared than 
many people were before 
Tropical Storm Iselle 
ravaged lower Puna.

“Similar to the hur-
ricane, we’re worried 
that everybody will be 

heading out to get the 
same things. Going the 
same direction. It makes 
it difficult to formu-
late a plan,” she said.

Ultimately, however, 
no one knows where 
the lava might go, 
and spreading rumors 
and misinformation 
is counter-productive, 
said Pahoa resident 

Stephen Ridsdale.
“Everybody’s becom-

ing an expert on this 
overnight, saying it will 
go to Ainaloa, Leilani 
Estates, Nanawale 
Estates,” he said. “Right 
now, we just need to 
stay informed.”

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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Hawaiian Airlines 
Foundation awards 
three grants

HONOLULU (AP) — 
A Molokai charter school 
is receiving a $50,000 
grant from a new charitable 
foundation established by 
Hawaiian Airlines.

Kualapuu School will 
use the money to develop a 
science, technology, engi-
neering and math curricu-
lum. The public conver-
sion charter school serves 
English and Hawaiian lan-
guage immersion students 
from pre-kindergarten 
through sixth grade.

The Hawaiian Airlines 
Foundation said Monday 
it’s awarding $25,000 to 
the PAI Foundation on 
Oahu to stage the 2015 
Maoli Arts Month celebrat-
ing Hawaiian artists and 
cultural practitioners.

Papahana Kuaola will 
receive $25,000 to support 
the restoration of native 
plant species in the ahu-
puaa of Heeia on Oahu’s 
windward side.

Domestic abuse 
law draws criticism

HONOLULU (AP) — 
A new Hawaii law that 
makes domestic violence 
a felony if it’s committed 
in the presence of chil-
dren has been criticized as 
excessive and vague.

The statute took effect 
June 20 and makes physi-
cal abuse in the presence 
of a child younger than 
14, who is a family or 
household member, a fel-
ony punishable by up to 
five years in prison. Abuse 
without a child present 
remains a misdemeanor, 
punishable by up to a year 
in jail.

The state public 
defender’s office provid-
ed testimony against the 
measure before it became 
law, questioning whether a 
minor fighting with a sib-
ling younger than 14 could 
face the felony charge.

It isn’t clear if the law 
applies to a child in anoth-
er part of the home who 
hears arguing but doesn’t 
see anything, defense 
attorney Myles Breiner 
said.

“It unnecessarily crimi-
nalizes people who should 
not be criminalized,” he 
said. “Felony convictions 
put you in the least likely 
category to get any kind 
of public assistance for 
housing and vocational 
training.”

AG’s office urges 
primary lawsuit 
dismissal

HONOLULU (AP) 
— The Hawaii Attorney 
General’s Office in a 
court filing asked the state 
Supreme Court to dismiss 
a lawsuit challenging the 
primary election.

The American Civil 
Liberties Union of Hawaii 
sued on behalf of Big 
Island voters who could 
not reach polling places in 
Pahoa because of damage 
from Tropical Storm Iselle.

The lawsuit also says 
some voters could not cast 
ballots in a makeup elec-
tion because two precincts 
didn’t open.

State attorneys in their 
response say the court does 
not have jurisdiction in the 
matter.

State attorneys also 
argue the ACLU is trying 
to avoid a legal standard 
for contesting an election. 
They say the ACLU has not 
demonstrated that a voting 
problem changed the elec-
tion outcome.

meeting Monday eve-
ning at the Pahoa 
Community Center.

“There is no immi-
nent threat, but it 
could develop into a 
threat fairly quickly,” 
Kauahikaua said.

The flow continues 
to be aided by large 
fractures in the ground 
that allow it to move 
more quickly and below 
dense vegetation.

On Monday, the 
lava emerged from one 
crack before appar-
ently flowing into 
another, said Janet 
Babb, HVO geologist.

“The area out there 
is highly fractured,” 
she said, adding the 
path remains dif-
ficult to predict.

The flow is fed by 
the Pu‘u ‘O‘o vent on 
Kilauea’s East Rift Zone.

“There’s no sign 
of it stopping right 
at the moment,” 
Kauahikaua said.

Oliveira said the coun-
ty has spoken with the 
Red Cross about open-
ing emergency shelters 
for residents if needed, 
and possible emergency 
evacuation routes are 
also being analyzed.

“We are trying to 
identify as soon as pos-
sible the likely path,” 
he said, adding that 
will determine the 
county’s response.

The flow could even-
tually reach Highway 
130 if it doesn’t stop or 
get rerouted. For much of 

lower Puna, the highway 
is the only road in and 
out of their communities.

If the flow completely 
isolates residents and 
remains active, one 
option might even be 
carving a path through 
the roughly 7-mile 
stretch of Chain of 
Craters Road already 
covered by past lava 
flows from Pu‘u ‘O‘o, 
county officials said.

“Many different 
scenarios are being 
looked at,” Oliveira 
said. “Obviously, we 
will put things into 
action based on life 
and safety priorities.”

Cindy Orlando, 

Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park super-
intendent, wasn’t sure 
that idea was realis-
tic but said the park 
would help the county 
in ways that it could.

“There’s a reason why 
there isn’t a road there 
anymore,” she said.

Mayor Billy Kenoi 
said at the meeting 
Monday that every option 
was on the table. That 
also includes possible 
ways to divert the flow.

Oliveira said he and 
other county officials 
met Sunday evening with 
Kaohe residents to give 
them the latest updates 
and begin discussions 

about what might hap-
pen should the commu-
nity need to evacuate.

“You will receive 
word within days, not 
hours,” he said. “We will 
continue to watch very 
closely and we think 
you should be aware.”

Upon opening the 
floor to questions 
Monday, it became 
clear the residents in 
Puna have had their fill 
of disaster following 
Tropical Storm Iselle.

The Pahoa 
Community Center was 
filled, with very little 
standing room remain-
ing. Residents lined 
the walls outside the 

building, straining and 
turning their heads as 
they listened through the 
slats in the windows.

Another meeting 
was hosted Tuesday 
and one more gather-
ing will take place at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday at 
the community center.

Questions at the first 
meeting began to come 
quickly and with more 
than a little frustration 
accompanying them, 
with some in the crowd 
shouting over each other.

Kenoi seemed to 
defuse some of that, 
bringing a measure of 
order to the question-
and-answer process and 
lending a little humor 
and folksy transla-
tions of some of the 
scientific terminol-
ogy being presented.

“Nobody’s dodg-
ing anything up here,” 
he said. “We’re here to 
answer questions, and 
we’re gonna focus on 
this flow. … The thing 
that is concerning is 
that the source is not 
slowing down. That’s 
the alarming part.”

“We’re exploring 
all options” he added. 
“A lot of things can 
happen. Everything is 
on the table. … We’re 
gonna need a lot of 
prayer and aloha.”

Email Tom Callis at 
tcallis@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.

PREPARED From the front page

This map from the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory shows the lava flow’s path as 
of Monday.

ADVANCE From the front page

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

Scott and Mary Hicks of HPP express their concerns 
about approaching lava in Kaohe Homesteads 
Tuesday afternoon after visiting a friend who lives in 
the neighborhood.

Admin




Index
Big Isle History B4
Calendar A7
Classified B6
Comics B5

Issue No. 30
16 Pages in 
2 Sections

Today’s 
weather
Page A2

Commentary A4
Community A6
Crossword B4
Cryptoquote B4

Dear Abby B4
Horoscope B4
Letters A4
Nation A2

Obituaries A2
Sports B1
State A3
World A2

Visit us on the Web at: 
www.hawaiitribune-herald.com

Internet

Saturday, January 30, 2016

Bags of 
Royal Kona 
Coffee 
labeled 
with “10% 
Kona coffee 
blend” line 
the shelves 
of Target 
in Hilo on 
Thursday.

HOLLYN 
JOHNSON/
Tribune-
Herald

Coffee labeling bill aims 
to protect Hawaii brands

By IVY ASHE
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

How much Kona coffee 
should be in Kona coffee?

The answer’s not as 
simple as it appears, but 
a bill introduced in the 
state Senate this week is 
seeking to change that.

The bill, introduced by 
Sen. Russell Ruderman 
(D-Puna) and co-spon-
sored by Oahu Sens. 
Willie Espero and Maile 
Shimabukuro, would 
require coffee produced 
in Hawaii and labeled 
as a geographic blend 
— for example Kona, 

Ka‘u or Hamakua — to 
have at least 51 per-
cent of its beans come 
from that region.

Under current stan-
dards, only 10 percent of a 
coffee blend must be from 
a given region in order 

See LABELING Page A5

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

Eric James Fontes Jr. appears Friday in Hilo District Court.

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Two men who were the subject of a Dec. 
30 wanted bulletin by police said they were 
forced at gunpoint by Eric Fontes Jr. to help 
dispose of the body of Barton Bumatay.

According to court documents filed by police, 
Christian Alameda told detectives he and Shannon 

Souza went to a 33rd Avenue 
home in Hawaiian Paradise Park, 
the site of Bumatay’s home and 
auto repair shop, shortly after 
midnight New Year’s Day.

Alameda said he saw Fontes 
there, holding a .22-caliber revolv-
er, and Fontes told him he shot 
the 59-year-old Bumatay in the 
head. Alameda told police he saw 
Bumatay’s body on the kitchen 
floor of the home, documents state.

Alameda and Souza told detec-
tives Fontes threatened them at 
gunpoint to help him dispose of 

Bumatay’s body, and they used a 2007 Chevy 
Colorado pickup truck to transport his body.

According to documents, the truck 
belonged to Bumatay’s daughter, 
Alanna, but was used by Bumatay.

Alameda led detectives to two loca-
tions on Beach Road off Makuu Drive in 
HPP, where badly decomposed and dismem-
bered human remains were found Jan. 23.

Men allege they were forced 
at gunpoint by Fontes to help 
dispose of Bumatay’s body

Spread of 
ohia wilt 
is much 
greater

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

The spread of ohia wilt on 
Hawaii Island is much greater than 
originally feared, with the dead-
ly tree fungus being confirmed 
in Kona and Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park for the first time, 
according to the 
state Department of 
Land and Natural 
Resources.

Helicopter over-
flights of 810,000 
acres of Big Isle 
forests between 
Jan. 11 and Jan. 15 
helped confirm that 
the wilt has spread 
to approximately 
34,000 acres of ohia 
forest — more than 
double estimates 
made in 2014 using 
satellite imagery of the island, 
the DLNR announced Friday.

Perhaps most disconcerting 
about the latest data, said Flint 
Hughes, a forester with the 
Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, 
were the new locations where ohia 
wilt, also known as rapid ohia 
death, appears to have taken hold.

“I’m speaking mainly about 
Kona,” he said Friday. “We have 
been on the ground confirming 

See OHIA Page A5

Disease now confirmed 
in Kona and HVNP

HUGHES

FRIDAY

Gabbard blasts Ige
on dengue response

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Gov. David Ige didn’t 
budge Friday afternoon after 
U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard 
(D-Hawaii) called for 
him to declare a state of 
emergency in response to 
Hawaii Island’s ongoing 
dengue fever outbreak.

Spokeswoman Cindy 
McMillan told the Tribune-
Herald he “continues to work 

with the county 
to stamp out 
the fever,” but 
that no addi-
tional measures 
were planned 
at the time.

Ige’s 
response, or lack there-
of, came a few hours after 
Gabbard issued a statement 
Friday criticizing his response 
to the outbreak and calling 
on him to dedicate more 

resources to the 
effort to slow 
the spread of 
the mosqui-
to-borne virus.

“The dengue 
fever outbreak 
on the Big 

Island continues to worsen. 
We cannot afford to wait 
any longer for the aggressive 
action necessary to combat the 
spread of this serious disease,” 
she said in the statement. 

“An emergency proclamation 
from the governor is long 
overdue. There have already 
been 242 confirmed cases 
of dengue fever on Hawaii 
Island, creating a public 
health emergency affecting 
our residents and visitors, and 
Hawaii Island’s economy. 
They deserve our state’s full 
attention and resources to do 
what it takes to put an end 
to this outbreak and prevent 
it from becoming endemic 

and spreading to other parts 
of the island and state.”

The congresswoman 
requested Ige deploy state 
resources, including the 
Hawaii National Guard, to 
assist with mosquito abate-
ment, public information 
and providing “completely 
free testing for those with 
suspected symptoms of 
this incurable disease.”

Congresswoman: Emergency proclamation from governor long overdue

GABBARD IGE

See BLASTS Page A5

Suspect 
makes initial 
appearance

MURDER CASE

See FORCED Page A5 BUMATAY ALAMEDA SOUZA

Next court 
appearance
• Hilo Family 
Judge Henry 
Nakamoto 
ordered Eric 
James Fontes 
Jr. to appear for 
a preliminary 
hearing at 2 
p.m. Monday 
in Hilo District 
Court.
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to be labeled as such.
“If it’s only 10 per-

cent, it’s not Hawaii 
coffee,” Ruderman told 
the Tribune-Herald 
on Thursday. “It’s 
deceptive labeling.”

The Senate bill also 
would require all geo-
graphic regions used 
in the blend be listed 
in descending order.

“It’s simply requir-
ing honest labeling, like 
every other product you 
see,” Ruderman said. 
“The ingredients are 
listed in order. Coffee 
doesn’t follow that rule.”

“These labels, at the 
top, say Royal Kona 
and Kona this and Kona 
that, and down in the 
small print, pursuant to 
state law, they put ‘Ten 
percent Kona blend,’” 
said Bruce Corker, pres-
ident of the Kona Coffee 
Farmers Association, 

which counts 278 local 
farmers as members. 
“Most tourists, as with 
most of us who are con-
sumers, never get beyond 
the print at the top, (and) 
they are disappointed, 
and it damages the rep-
utation of the crop.”

The labeling issue 
centers on Kona blends 
and has been a source of 
contention for decades: 
attempts to create a 
standard began in the 
mid-1980s. In 1986, a 
proposed bill requiring 
the 10 percent minimum 
was vetoed by then-Gov. 
George Ariyoshi. Five 
years later, the current 
standards were approved.

Since then, multiple 
bills have been intro-
duced in the House and 
Senate to address the 
10 percent regulation. 
A bill introduced last 
year in the House did 

not receive a hearing 
and was carried over to 
the current session.

A Hawaii County 
Council resolution 
adopted in 2014 seek-
ing state legislation for 
“truth-in-labeling” for 
Hawaii-grown coffees 
notes that blend label-
ing bills typically have 
been opposed by large 
Honolulu-based blend-
ers. Most coffee growers 
in the state are based 
on the Big Island.

The county resolu-
tion was introduced by 
former Councilwoman 
Brenda Ford and 
passed unanimously.

“We did have a lot of 
concern coming from the 
coffee farmers,” current 
council chairman Dru 
Kanuha said. He said the 
resolution was a “way 
to support the bills that 
were going through the 

state at the time … every 
year it comes up.”

Ruderman said this 
is the third time he 
has introduced legis-
lation concerning the 
matter, and that it was 
part of a larger effort 
to support local agri-
culture and farmers.

“We need to fix the 
fact that we don’t protect 
our brand,” he said. “You 
don’t see Idaho potatoes 
that aren’t from Idaho 
… we are an outlier.”

“Hawaii is the only 
state in the country and 
the only region anywhere 
in the world that lets 
marketers use the name 
of a heritage crop like 
Kona coffee with as little 
as 10 percent,” Corker 
said. “It’s a disgrace.”

“Our preference 
would be that it ought 
to be like Champagne,” 
he added. “The Kona 

name should only be 
used for 100 percent, but 
the minimum reasonable 
amount is 51 percent.”

Tom Greenwell, presi-
dent of Greenwell Farms 
in Kealakekua, was out-
spoken about the blends 
when legislation was 
first approved in 1991, 
calling the 10 percent 
standard “false advertis-
ing.” But now, he said, 
he is more concerned 
about the quality of 
coffee consisting exclu-
sively of Kona beans.

“To me, that’s proba-
bly the biggest issue out 
there today,” Greenwell 
said. “That’s where 
I’m concentrating, is 
keeping the quality of 
our 100 percent Kona 
high. I really believe 
that the blend is not a 
big factor on my sales 
of 100 percent Kona.

“The biggest problem 

is there’s a lot of 100 
percent Kona out there 
that’s terrible. I think that 
on average, the farmers 
that produce cherry and 
sell coffee to processors 
really don’t care about 
the blend. They care 
about selling their prod-
uct, and they need the 
best price they can get.”

Greenwell said coffee 
prices are up this year 
thanks to the increasing 
cost of farming, due 
in no small part to the 
negative impact of the 
coffee borer beetle.

“It’ll probably stay 
up, but, you know, even 
at $40 a pound, it’s 
still less than a dollar 
a pound for a cup of 
coffee,” he said. “If you 
enjoy coffee, it’s still one 
of the most affordable 
beverages out there.”

Email Ivy Ashe at iashe@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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She also called for 
the governor to appoint 
a “Dengue Czar,” who 
would oversee and 
coordinate response 
efforts by various agen-
cies and the public.

Gabbard pointed out 
that the exposure rate for 
dengue on Hawaii Island 
had climbed from one in 
185,079 people Oct. 21 
to one in 849 residents, 
as well as three out of 
every 50,000 visitors.

“This constitutes an 
average infection rate of 
67 residents and seven 
visitors every month 
since this outbreak 
began,” according to the 
statement. “Additionally, 
the same mosquito that 
carries dengue fever is 
also a carrier of the Zika 
virus, which is ‘spreading 
explosively,’ according to 

U.N. health officials, who 
are currently considering 
declaring an internation-
al health emergency.”

In a phone interview 
late Friday afternoon, 
Gabbard said she had 
not yet been notified by 
the governor’s office 
about his decision to 
not proclaim an emer-
gency for the state.

“My hope, and my 
purpose for making a 
public plea is that he 
will hear the voices,” she 
said. “The very frustrat-
ed, passionate and even 
some angry voices of 
the residents of Hawaii 
Island in some of these 
hard-hit communities 
who are really pleading 
for help. Those pleas 
are warranted and this 
help is urgently needed 
and long overdue.”

She added that her 
decision was informed 
by a visit to the Big 
Island last Friday, when 
she met with state and 
county officials respond-
ing to the outbreak. She 
also was swayed by 
a strong social media 
campaign organized by 
community leaders on 
sites such as the Hawaii 
Dengue Fever Awareness 
group on Facebook.

Gabbard’s call was 
applauded by two 
Big Island lawmakers 
who called for almost 
exactly the same 
response months ago.

“I think it’s becoming 
clear to more people we 
can’t afford to let the 
outbreak go on much 
longer or let it spread to 
the other islands,” said 
state Sen. Josh Green 

(D-Kona) who, along 
with state Rep. Richard 
Creagan (D-Naalehu) 
took the state Department 
of Health to task last fall, 
calling the department’s 
response to the out-
break tepid, and calling 
for emergency funds, 
military involvement, 
direct involvement by 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
free and mobile testing 
labs and other measures.

“I appreciate Rep. 
Gabbard coming in with 
all guns blazing,” Green 
said. “I think the com-
bination of dengue and 
the eruption of the Zika 
virus is scary. It shouldn’t 
be lost on people that 
Brazil is using its mil-
itary to fight Zika.”

In Senate Bill 2465 
this session, Green is 

seeking an audit of the 
DOH response to the out-
break and $500,000 for 
dengue control efforts.

Creagan said emergen-
cy funds could be used 
to buy more mosquito 
traps and to immediately 
train more Vector Control 
workers rather than wait-
ing for the passage of 
bills introduced this ses-
sion for the same purpose.

“The emergency dec-
laration would free up 
money that could be used 
immediately,” he said.

Gabbard’s rec-
ommendations to 
Ige also included:

• Allocation of resourc-
es to the state Department 
of Health to launch a 
“comprehensive public 
information and public 
engagement campaign. 
Current ‘Fight the Bite’ 

efforts fall far short of 
providing residents and 
visitors with the infor-
mation they need.”

• A full-time entomol-
ogist on Hawaii Island 
dedicated to eradication, 
reduction and preven-
tion of further spread 
of the dengue virus.

• Allocation of 
resources to hire Vector 
Control personnel, and 
to purchase equipment 
and supplies to augment 
insecticide spraying.

• And free sup-
ply and distribution 
of mosquito traps.

Tribune-Herald Staff 
Writer Tom Callis and 
West Hawaii Today Staff 
Writer Bret Yager con-
tributed to this report.

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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cases of (ohia wilt) mor-
tality over in Kona, but 
now we’re seeing just 
how prevalent it is at this 
time. It’s still not nearly 
as extensive as what we 
have been seeing in Puna, 
but it’s possible for Kona 
to become that way.

“What’s disappointing 
is, we had hoped that 
the fungus would not be 
as virulent on the Kona 
side. We were hoping it 
would experience some 
environmental con-
straints, like it was too 
dry over there, but that 
doesn’t seem to be the 
case, unfortunately.”

The disease also was 
found to be in Hawaiian 
Ocean View Estates, 
which was particularly 
surprising, Hughes said.

“It’s very dry and very 
open in Ocean View. That 
was a surprise, and a 
disappointment,” he said. 
“Because if it can survive 
there, it’s a good indica-
tor that (rapid ohia death) 
is capable of handling a 
lot of the environmental 

conditions on the Big 
Island. We’re concerned 
that there may not be 
too many places where 
ohia is growing and 
where (the disease) can’t 
survive. We wonder if 
those places even exist.”

Ohia forests cover 
approximately 865,000 
acres of land across the 
state and are considered 
the primary species 
providing habitat for 
countless plants, ani-
mals and invertebrates, 
according to the DLNR. 
They make up about 
75 percent of Hawaii 
native forests, Hughes 
added. These forests 
also protect watersheds 
that provide significant 
agriculture and drinking 
water across the state.

Philipp LaHaela 
Walter, the state resource 
and survey forester for 
the DLNR Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife, 
said the recent survey 
used two surveyors at 
a time, flying a total 
of 8.5 hours over state, 

federal and private 
lands covering about 
two-thirds of the Big 
Island’s ohia forests.

“Our next steps are 
to cover the rest of the 
ohia forests with fol-
low-up flights and to 
ground-truth the aerial 
operation,” he said. “One 
of our priorities will be to 
double-check the Kohala 
area, where rapid ohia 
death may have been 
detected for the first time 
by our aerial survey.”

The DLNR also 
announced that its 
survey confirmed the 
presence of rapid ohia 
death within Hawaii 
Volcanoes National 
Park for the first time.

“It’s sad but not 
unexpected that we 
have a confirmed case 
of rapid ohia death 
in Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park,” said 
Cindy Orlando, the 
park’s superintendent. 
“We are very concerned 
about the impacts to 
our cherished ohia that 

thrives throughout the 
park, and we will con-
tinue to implement the 
stringent measures devel-
oped by our interagency 
partners to prevent the 
spread of this devastating 
disease. We will also 
continue to sample trees 
throughout the park.”

The disease was first 
noticed in Puna forests 
around 2010. Four years 
later, scientists with 
the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Daniel 
K. Inouye Agriculture 
Research Service lab 
in Hilo positively 
identified the cause of 
the disease as a new 
strain of the fungus 
Ceratocystis fimbriata, 
which has been known 
for decades as a patho-
gen of the sweet potato.

Observations show 
that the disease can kill 
between 50 and 90 per-
cent of the ohia trees in 
a heavily infested area.

Scientists think its 
rapid spread around the 
island likely has been 

helped by hitching a 
ride on people, vehicles, 
equipment, ohia trees 
and products made from 
them. The state Board 
of Agriculture placed 
a quarantine on ohia in 
August, restricting all 
movement of ohia trees 
and their products to the 
other Hawaiian Islands.

“We know that the 
state Department of 
Agriculture’s moratorium 
on the transport and ship-
ment of ohia plants and 
parts is having a positive 
effect on curbing the 
spread,” said J.B. Friday, 
an extension forester with 
the University of Hawaii 
College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Human 
Resources. “It’s impossi-
ble to determine whether 
the ban on ohia shipping 
is 100 percent effective, 
and that’s why we are 
trying to get the word out 
to all forest users, nurs-
eries and lei makers that 
rapid ohia death is fast 
killing what is considered 
one of the most important 

forest trees in Hawaii.”
Research into treat-

ments for the rapid ohia 
death fungus continues at 
the USDA Agricultural 
Research Service lab in 
Hilo. Investigation into 
how it spreads also is 
being conducted, with 
potential culprits being 
insects, underground via 
roots, on small wood or 
dust particles, on clothing 
and shoes, and possibly 
on animals. Ultimately, 
scientists hope by iden-
tifying what is spread-
ing the fungus, they’ll 
be able to mitigate its 
devastating impacts.

Meanwhile, four 
bills seeking funding to 
fight rapid ohia death 
are currently working 
their way through the 
state Legislature. They 
include Senate Bills 3047 
and 2271, and House 
Bills 2675 and 1597.

For more information, 
visit rapidohiadeath.org.

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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According to an 
autopsy, the victim 
was Bumatay, and he’d 
been shot twice in the 
head, documents state.

Alameda told detec-
tives he feared for his 
life and thought Fontes 
would have shot him 
had he not helped 
dispose of the body, 
documents state.

Souza reported 
Fontes threatened to 

kill him and his entire 
family if he decided to 
“squeal” or “rat,” accord-
ing to documents.

Alameda, 41, was 
taken into custody 
by police Jan. 13 and 
charged with failure to 
appear and two counts 
of contempt of court.

Souza, 43, was arrest-
ed Jan. 25 and charged 
with violating probation.

Another witness, 

identified in documents as 
Sharina Pavao, reportedly 
told detectives Fontes 
took her on a ride to a 
remote area in Pepeekeo, 
where he bragged about 
shooting Bumatay and 
making Alameda and 
Souza chop up the body.

Pavao said she thought 
Fontes was going to kill 
her, and he threatened 
her mother and children, 
saying they would “go 

away for a long time,” 
according to documents.

The documents 
didn’t disclose a motive 
for the slaying.

Fontes, who is charged 
with second-degree 
murder, second-degree 
theft, being a felon in 
possession of a fire-
arm, two counts of 
first-degree terroristic 
threatening, and a single 
count of second-degree 

terroristic threatening, 
made his initial court 
appearance Friday.

He appeared to be 
dabbing at tears with a 
tissue as Hilo Family 
Judge Henry Nakamoto 
ordered him to appear 
for a preliminary hear-
ing at 2 p.m. Monday 
in Hilo District Court.

Fontes also plead-
ed not guilty Friday in 
Hilo Circuit Court to 

second-degree promo-
tion of a dangerous drug 
and drug paraphernalia. 
Judge Greg Nakamura 
ordered him to appear 
for trial on those charges 
at 9 a.m. June 20.

Fontes is in custody 
at Hawaii Community 
Correctional Center in 
lieu of $727,000 bail.

Email John Burnett at 
jburnett@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.

FORCED From the front page

The window to apply 
for one of the state’s med-
ical marijuana dispensary 
licenses has closed.

On Friday, the 2 
1/2-week online sub-
mission period ended, 
and the state Department 

of Health is expect-
ed to announce its 
selections April 15.

Hawaii County was 
awarded two dispensary 
licenses. Each licensee 
will be allowed to oper-
ate up to two production 

centers and two retail 
locations. Statewide, eight 
licenses will be issued.

Efforts to reach a 
DOH spokesperson 
Friday for informa-
tion about applications 
were unsuccessful by 

press time Friday.
Each applicant had 

to pay a nonrefundable 
$5,000 license application 
fee. Those chosen also 
will pay a fee of $75,000 
for each approved 
license within seven days 

and renew that license 
for $50,000 yearly.

They also must have 
at least $1 million in 
financial resources for 
each application, plus 
at least $100,000 for 
each retail location.

Dispensary 
license 

application 
period ends

Admin




Index
A7
B6
B5
A6

A7
A7
A7
A2

Big Isle history
Classified
Comics
Commentary

Issue No. 365
18 Pages in 
2 Sections

Today’s 
weather
Page A2

Crossword
Dear Abby
Horoscope
Nation

Obituaries
Odds & Ends
Public notices
Quotes

A2
A2
B6
A6

Sports
State
Warrants
World

B1
A3
A5
A5

Visit us on the Web at: 
www.hawaiitribune-herald.com

Internet

Proudly serving Hilo and the Big Island since 1923 50 centsMonday, December 31, 2012

JOHN BURNETT/Tribune-Herald

A lone officer stands guard on Bayfront Highway early Sunday morning where 
police say 32-year-old Faafetai Fiu of Hilo was gunned down the night before. 

Man shot,
killed on
Bayfront

Tourism up
on Big Island

By TOM CALLIS and JOHN BURNETT
Tribune-Herald staff writers

A 32-year-old man was fatally shot 
Saturday night along Bayfront Highway 
in Hilo following a dispute with his wife, 
police said.

Police found Faafetai Fiu of Hilo unre-
sponsive at 8:51 p.m. on the makai side 
of the road near the Mo‘oheau Bandstand 
after receiving reports of gunshots in the 
area, said Lt. Greg Esteban.

Fiu, who had multiple gunshot wounds, 
was pronounced dead after arriving at 
Hilo Medical Center.

Esteban said Fiu was walking in the 

By TOM CALLIS
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Tourists are visiting the Big Island in 
larger numbers and with bigger wallets.

Visitor arrivals are up 8.7 percent to 
1,298,871 through November, according 
to the Hawaii Tourism Authority.

The island is just shy of the 1,318,310 
visitors it saw last year, making it all but 
certain that 2012 will be the third straight 
year of growth following the recession.

“I think it’s going to be a real good year 
for us,” said George Applegate, Big Island 
Visitor Bureau executive director.

Tourists are also spending more.
HTA estimates they spent $1.5 billion 

on the island for the first 11 months, up 
17.3 percent from the same time period 
in 2011.

That’s the most spent since 2007, when 

See TOURISM Page A4 See SLAYING Page A4

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

On a geologic scale, the last three 
decades have been barely a blip 
on the radar against a backdrop 
of millions of years of earth-

shattering, world-building events.
But in terms of the science of vol-

canology, the last three decades have 
supplied a veritable treasure trove of 
opportunities to further mankind’s 
understanding of the forces that help 
shape our planet.

On Thursday, the more-or-less con-
tinuous eruption of lava emanating 
from Hawaii Island’s Pu‘u O‘o vent 
on Kilauea Volcano will turn 30 years 
old, marking a milestone in the work 
being done by scientists with the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory.

“The changes in technology over 
the last 30 years have allowed us to see 
much more and be more quantitative 
about measuring the changes a volcano 
goes through,” said Jim Kauahikaua, 
scientist in charge at HVO. “We know 
a lot more about how lava flows work, 
and we can, to a certain degree, predict 
where they go and how fast they’ll 

get there. … And just in the last four 
years, we’ve learned a lot about lava 
lakes — a very important piece of the 
puzzle.”

Kauahikaua said that he’s been 
studying the eruption since shortly 

after it began, on Jan. 3, 1983.
“I was born on Oahu and started 

working here in the mid-’70s as a grad 
student at UH-Manoa,” he said. “I was 
one of the people they called to come 
over when the eruption started.”

Initially, he said, scientists had no 
idea how powerful and sustained the 
eruption would become. Since the 
late 1970s, there had been a few other 
short-lived eruptions observed that 
would come and go, and scientists 
thought they were witnessing another 
one of those.

“That was the expectation at the 
beginning of this one,” he said. “… 
But as the months and years wore on, 
it became obvious it wasn’t one of 
those at all.”

The first three and a half years or 
so was a time of small eruptions going 
on and off again in fits and starts, he 
said, with fissures opening up and 
low fountains of lava being observed. 
But then, in mid-1986, the magma 
conduit beneath Pu‘u O‘o ruptured, 
and new fissures opened, extending 
2 miles downrift from the base of the 
cone. This led to the easternmost fis-
sure evolving into a single vent, named 
Kupaianaha. Thus began what has 
been nearly continuous lava flow since 
then, he said.

“After the mid-86 switchover, the 

Pu‘u O‘o Three-decade
eruption of Kilauea
yields scientific 
discoveries

In their own words
Current and former staffers 

at the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
were asked to reflect on the Pu‘u 
O‘o eruption on the occasion of its 
30th anniversary, and to discuss 
their recollections and thoughts 
about the last 30 years.

Ed Wolfe
HVO staff geologist, 1982-1984
“Hard to believe it was thirty 

years ago…. On January 2, 1983, 
Bob Koyanagi and his HVO seismol-
ogy group were tracking a vigor-
ous earthquake swarm migrating 
northeastward in Kilauea’s rift zone. 

Several of us began hiking about 
mid-day from the vicinity of Mauna 
Ulu, northeastward toward the mid-
dle part of the East Rift Zone. Guided 
by the migrating earthquake swarm, 
and thanks to a helicopter lift, we 
were on the ground between Nāpau 
Crater and Pu‘u Kamoamoa, on the 
north side of what would become 
the initial eruptive fissure, when lava 
broke the surface near Nāpau in the 
very wee hours of January 3. I must 
have been carrying a 100-pound 
pack and was greatly relieved to be 
picked up en route by the helicopter; 
otherwise, I almost certainly would 

U.S. Geological Survey

Norm Banks does field work on Jan. 7, 1983, during an eruptive fissure. 

See WORDS Page A5
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January is Volcano 
Awareness Month
In recognition of the 30th 
anniversary of the Pu‘u 
O‘o eruption and Volcano 
Awareness Month, the 
U.S. Geological Society 
will host a number of 
talks:

Where: University of 
Hawaii at Hilo, University 
Classroom Building 
(UCB), Room 100
When: Thursdays at 7 
p.m.
● Jan. 3 — 30th 

Anniversary 
of Kilauea 
Volcano’s 
East Rift 
Eruption
Tim Orr, 
USGS 
Hawaiian 
Volcano 
Observatory

● Jan. 10 — Looking 
for Lava in All the Wrong 
Places — and Finding It in 
Some

Don Swanson, USGS 
Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory
● Jan. 17 — 
Pelehonuamea, Volcanism
Pualani Kanaka‘ole 
Kanahele, Edith 
Kanaka‘ole Foundation 
and
Hawai‘i Community 
College
● Jan. 24 - Mauna Loa: 
How Well Do You Know 
the Volcano in Your 
Backyard?
Frank Trusdell, USGS 
Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory
● Jan. 31 - Snowballs 
from Kilauea?
Ken Hon, University of 
Hawai‘i at Hilo Geology 
Department

“After Dark in the Park” 
Programs 
● Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Kilauea Visitor Center, 
Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park
Park entrance fees apply. 

More information: (808) 
985-6014 or 985-6011.
● Jan. 8 — 30th 
Anniversary of Kilauea 
Volcano’s East Rift 
Eruption
Tim Orr, USGS Hawaiian 
Volcano Observatory
● Jan. 15 — What’s hap-
pening in Halema‘uma‘u 
Crater?
Matt Patrick, USGS 
Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory
● Jan. 22 — A Below-the-
Scenes Look at Kīlauea 
Volcano’s “Plumbing” 
System
Mike Poland, USGS 
Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory
● Jan. 29 — The Story 
Behind Monitoring 
Hawaiian Volcanoes: 
How HVO Gets the Data It 
Needs to Track Eruptions 
and Earthquakes
Kevan Kamabayashi, 
USGS Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory

not have been on site when 
the eruption began.

It was an exciting and 
busy night and the begin-
ning of a long adventure—
much longer than any of 
us at that time anticipated. 
My recollection is that 
when Episode 1 ended, we 
assumed the eruption was 
over. By the time we were in 
Episode 2, I think we real-
ized this was not a normal 
east rift zone eruption. 
A word about the name 
of Pu‘u ‘Ō‘ō: I was simply 
trying to describe on the 
radio from the eruption 
site where one of the vents 
was located. I described 
the location as near the 
“o” in “lava flow of 1965” 
on the topographic map. 
Someone at HVO decided to 
informally call the growing 
spatter cone Puu O, and the 
Kalapana Hawaiian elders 
took it from there to Pu‘u 
‘Ō‘ō.

Norm Banks
HVO staff geologist, 

1978-1985
After the alarm was 

called out, and we gathered 
at HVO, several of us geared 
up (as we had on many 
failed and a few eruptive 
events) and drove down 
to the end of the Chain of 
Craters Road to hike into 
Kīlauea’s middle East Rift in 
the dark and rain. We spent 
the night, wet, chasing 
the center of seismic activ-
ity (our packs loaded with 
cameras, time-lapse camer-
as, thermocouple kits, other 
observation instruments 
and survival supplies) as 
seismic reports came in 
from HVO. We finally ended 
up and waited at the actual 
site of the first outbreak. 
We had cameras all set up 
and pointed in the right 
direction from some high 
points north of the eruption 
site. My memory is that our 
first crew was augmented 
and replaced, by helicopter 
(Ed Wolfe’s party), at about 

dawn and before the lava 
broke surface, although 
I returned to add to or 
replace the ground geolo-
gists after some heat, dry-
ing, and food back at HVO.

None of us at HVO were 
predicting on the night of 
2-3 January 1983 that we 
were seeing the start of an 
East Rift “siege” eruption. 
If anything, with the 3+ 
years of short eruptions 
(‘79, 3-80, 4-82, and 9-82) 
and multiple (10-15) failed 
eruptions (seismic swarms 
and deformation events), 
we were expecting a day 
to week of surface activ-
ity, or none at all. Even 
when activity resumed 10 
February, but then stopped 
again, the betting would 
still have favored a limited 
event. The resumptions in 
March and April had some 
possibly thinking a Mauna 
Ulu event, but not a siege. 
I think that “siege” did 
not enter the lexicon until 
Pu‘u ‘Ō‘ō had become fully 
established and had expe-
rienced repeated episodes 
that pointed to an erup-
tion that could certainly 
match/exceed Mauna Ulu’s 
record. When I left HVO in 
mid-1985, I’m not sure that 
there had yet been consen-
sus or a “eureka” moment, 
although certainly by then 
Pele had edged out Maunu 
Ulu’s 4+-year record, and 
there were discussions by 
then that we could be docu-
menting something that 

might match pre-historic 
eruptions.

Lopaka Lee
HVO staff scientist, 

2007-present
As a 9-year old, I recall 

sitting on my Aunt’s roof in 
Puna looking at the foun-
tain thinking, “Tutu Pele 
coming ….”

About the naming of 
Pu‘u ‘Ō‘ō, it’s ironic that 
a common meaning of 
“o‘o”, particularly the way 
we’ve come to pronounce 
it, is “mature, old, aged.” Of 

course, this 
is consistent 
with the 
Hawaiian 
belief that 
things can 
be influ-
enced by 
naming 

alone —for better or worse. 
Personally, every time I hear 
the name Pu‘u ‘Ō‘ō, I think, 
“Indeed!”

lava’s been coming out 
pretty much continuously. 
The actual place it’s come 
out of the ground has 
changed, but it has contin-
ued,” Kauahikaua said.

Over the years, the con-
tinued activity, paired with 
the volcano’s accessibil-
ity on the Big Island, has 
served to provide scientists 
with plenty of opportunities 
to learn about how volca-
noes work, he said. 

And while they are 
learning how better to 
predict future events, they 
are also becoming skilled 
at using knowledge gained 
in the last 30 years and 
applying it to events that 
occurred further back in 
time.

“One eruption, which 
we’ve named ‘Ai la‘au, 
happened about 450 years 
ago, but it was hard to pin 
down how long it lasted,” 
Kauahikaua said. “Now 
(using knowledge gained 
in part from the Pu‘u O‘o 
eruption), we think it may 
have been between 40 and 
60 years.”

The last 30 years has 
provided plenty of excit-
ing moments for scientists, 
but perhaps none as thrill-
ing as the moment on Jan. 
29, 1997, when the crater 
floor at Pu‘u O‘o collapsed, 
dropping between 450 and 
500 feet overnight, and 
draining the massive lava 
lake, he said.

“It had already started 
to collapse in a minor 
way, but then, all of a sud-
den, the bottom fell out,” 
Kauahikaua said. “It left a 
hole as deep as it was wide. 

It was incredible. It was 
huge. I mean, we’d been 
visiting this area almost 
weekly for a long, long 
time, then all of a sudden, 
that happened. It was eery 
to see it from the air. To get 
up on the edge of it. Just 
the sheer size of it. It was 

really spooky.”
Looking toward the 

future of the eruption, 
Kauahikaua said anything 
is possible. It could slowly 
grind to a halt, or it could 
go another 30 years, or 
even longer.

He and his team of 

scientists say they’ve got 
plenty of work left to do, 
so they hope the lava flows 
will continue for years to 
come.

One area where they 
hope to make break-
throughs soon is on the 
subject of lava lakes.

“A lot of the work going 
on at the observatory right 
now is trying to really 
understand in general their 
relation to summit erup-
tions,” he said. “It feels like 
we’re on the verge of a big 
discovery in that way, and 

it would truly be exciting. 
We don’t have enough data 
yet, and it would certainly 
be a shame to have the 
activity stop before we’ve 
figured it out.”

Email Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.
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The following transfer stations that
are normally closed on Wednesdays will
be open the Wednesday after the holiday

to better serve the public:
Glenwood, Ke’ei, Laupahoehoe, Pahala,

Papa’ikou and Puako.   MOVING! 
 Hilo Veterinary Clinic, LLC  

  (808) 961-3486                      
                  

                 The new location               
                     will be at 585 Laukapu St. 

                        (Behind of Big Island Candies) 
                  Effective Jan. 1st  

Ka Malama Ola 
(The keeper of life & health) 

        
             

                    

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

Tourists check out some of the steam vents at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park on Friday afternoon.
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TRAVELNATIONSPORTS

By JASON ARMSTRONG
Tribune-Herald staff writer

New energy-efficiency building 
standards Hawaii County plans to 
start enforcing in May will be 
expensive, possibly unnecessary 
and may outlaw common home 
designs, says Puna Councilwoman 
Emily Naeole-Beason.

She has introduced a bill that 
would delay implementation of the 

modified 2006 Inter-
national Energy Con-
servation Code seven 
months until Jan. 11, 
2011.

The postponement 
is intended to provide 
time to assess the law 
Naeole-Beason and 
her colleagues unanimously passed 
last year.

Because of the limited time until 
the law’s effective date, her bill 
has been waived from committee 
review and is set to be considered 
by the full council during its April 
7 meeting in Hilo, according to 
Naeole-Beason’s staff.

The law has upset people and 
will make home construction unaf-
fordable for some, she said in a 
statement issued Friday.

“This will have a major impact 
in residential construction by elim-
inating single-wall construction, 
large, open-screened windows, 
and many other currently common 
construction practices that make 
Hawaii housing unique and island 
living friendly,” Naeole-Beason 
said in a draft e-mail she plans to 
send to Big Island architects. 

Naeole-Beason said she doesn’t 

want people to stop building “plan-
tation-style” dwellings like the one 
in which she was raised.

“There are serious concerns 
about the necessity of this code 
for the County of Hawaii and the 
county’s preparedness to properly 
enforce this code,” she added in her 
one-page e-mail.

Park extends 
deadline for 
hotel bidders

Councilwoman: New standards are costly, will hinder construction

NAEOLE-
BEASON

See DELAY Page A8

Fujiyama says concerns remain 
over Volcano House prospectus

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

The National Park Ser-
vice has extended the dead-
line for interested conces-
sioners to submit bids to 
operate the Volcano House.

NPS commercial servic-
es specialist Kim Gagliolo 
announced in an e-mail 
that the original deadline of 
March 16 had been pushed 
back to June 30.

“Additionally, the Nation-
al Park Service is currently 
revisiting elements of the 
original prospectus and will 
provide a modification to 
the solicitation package and 
notify all interested parties 
as soon as possible,” the e-

mail read.
The extension means 

that the Volcano House will 
more than likely be closed 
four to five months lon-
ger than originally planned, 
said Walt Poole, Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park 
concessions management 
specialist.

The historic hotel and 
restaurant situated above 
Kilauea Caldera closed its 
doors at the beginning of the 
new year so that contractors 
could begin a $3.5 million 
renovation project, includ-
ing seismic retrofitting and 
fire suppression upgrades.

See HOTEL Page A8

Can Google fix 
isles’ Web woes?

By MARK NIESSE
Associated Press

HONOLULU — Stuck 
in the Internet slow lane, 
Hawaii and its sluggish net-
work are hoping Google 
will ride to the rescue.

Through online petitions, 
a Facebook fan page and a 
YouTube video by the gov-
ernor, Hawaii wants to per-
suade Google to choose the 
islands for one of its experi-
mental fiber-optic networks, 
which could bring Internet 

speeds 100 times faster than 
those currently available to 
most Americans.

The search engine giant 
is launching the experi-
ment to test new ways to 
build fiber networks and to 
demonstrate the power of 
quick Internet to phone and 
cable companies. It invited 
all comers to say how they 
might benefit, and hundreds 
of communities from across 
the country have submitted 
bids arguing that they’re the 
best location for the experi-
ment.

Hawaii’s efforts may be 
a tough sell. 

Legislature will 
consider ways to 
speed up access

See GOOGLE Page A7

From
‘I’m walking down the

runway, and then I start
 running. ... And by then I’m 

already bawling.’

Paris,
withlove

Kona boy proposes 
to Hilo girl beneath 

the lights of 
Eiffel Tower

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Seven years ago, Mark Damaso gave 
his new girlfriend a stool he made for 
her in eighth-grade woodshop.

It was the first of many gifts he 
would hand-fashion for Farida Padamada. 
But none of them displayed quite the depth 
of feeling as his latest token of affection.

Nor the height.
Call it a unique crossbreed of clichés. 

Something between “From Here to Eter-
nity” and “Sabrina”: Kona boy meets Hilo 
girl. Hilo girl dreams of someday visiting 
Paris. Kona boy builds 20-foot-tall replica 
of Eiffel Tower in backyard and asks Hilo 
girl to marry him.

Yes, you read that correctly.
Even at 21, Damaso knows his way 

around tools. A carpenter for Takamine 
Construction, he says that his love affair 
with woodwork began at the same time as 
his love affair with Padamada.

At right: Standing together in the glow of 
their very own Eiffel Tower, Mark Damaso 

pops the question to his beloved Frida 
Padamada on a recent night in Hilo.  

WILLIAM ING/Tribune-Herald

Farida Padamada and her fiance, 
Mark Damaso.

Years after being damaged in quakes, Hulihee Palace reopens to public
Hulihee Palace 

reopened to the 
public Saturday 

morning with 
free self-guided 

tours, local 
crafts and food.

CHELSEA JENSEN/
Stephens Media

By CHELSEA JENSEN
Stephens Media

Shoes and slippers lined Huli-
hee Palace’s entryway Saturday as 
residents and visitors meandered 
about the 172-year-old royal vaca-
tion home taking in its history and 
beauty for the first time since the 
museum closed its doors to the pub-
lic more than three years ago.

Severely damaged by the Octo-
ber 2006 magnitude 6.7 and 6.0 
earthquakes, the palace closed in 
January 2007 to undergo more than 
$1.5 million in renovation work 
to repair numerous cracks, broken 

ceiling plaster and Princess Ruth 
Keelikolani’s portable writing desk 
and a calabash bowl belonging to 
King David Kalaukaua that were 
chipped during the temblors.

“It was absolutely devastating 
to see all of the hard work done 
by curators and keepers over the 
years become such destruction. It 

was a disaster really,” said palace 
administrator Fanny Au Hoy, noting 
all of the museum’s artifacts were 
repaired, shined and on display. “It 
is my hope that this treasure will 
be open for another 100 years. We 
need to avoid losing these treasures 
because it’s important that people 
know their history.”

Hundreds of people spent the 
day enjoying a free self-guided tour 
of the palace and perusing vari-
ous booths featuring crafts, wood-
working, plants and foods of all 

On the Web
Hulihee Palace: http://www.
huliheepalace.org/visiting.htm

See PALACE Page A8
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Setting the record straight
The Hawaii Tribune-

Herald believes in cor-
recting its errors. If you 
would like to report an 
error, call Editor David 
Bock at 930-7323 Mon-

day through Friday, or 
Associate Editor Rich-
ard Palmer at 930-7324, 
Tuesday through Sat-
urday. Corrections will 
appear in this space.

Citizens arrested and charged

Police say 17-year-
old Celine Courier of 
Pahoa, who was report-

ed missing, returned 
home unharmed Mon-
day night.

Police find missing isle teen

HOTEL From front page

DELAY From front page

Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine or 
appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to appear 
means not showing up in court on the date written on 
a traffic citation.

Naeole-Beason asks the 
unnamed architects to sup-
port her bill intended to “give 
time to do a thorough review 
of the new code as to its 
necessity, cost effectiveness, 
requirements, and impact on 
the residential lifestyles pres-
ently found in Hawaii.”

She’s proposing a review 
committee be assembled to 
perform the analysis.

“It is very important that 
local architects and mechan-
ical engineers that will be 
continuously dealing with 
the new requirements partic-
ipate in the review process, 
and we ask for your assis-
tance,” Naeole-Beason adds 
in her letter to architects.

Boone Morrison, a Vol-
cano architect with 43 years’ 
experience, called the pro-
posed delay “an excellent 
idea” and expressed willing-
ness to serve on a review 

committee.
“It’s a rather one-size-fits-

all document,” he said of the 
law.

It’s designed for a more-
northern climate like San 
Francisco and would have 
“unintended consequences” 
if applied here, Morrison 
said.

“We have a law that was 
generated by people who 
don’t understand our unique 
environment,” he said.

For example, Morrison 
said his designs call for 
wall insulation with an “R-
11” value, while the new 
law requires thicker, more 
expensive “R-19” insulation 
and larger wall studs to con-
tain it.

“It’s overkill,” he said, 
noting similar energy savings 
can be achieved by incor-
porating air-flow and other 
natural-cooling designs into 

new homes.
Morrison said another 

provision would require 
window tinting, preventing 
sunlight from heating homes 
like his Volcano dwelling.

“I tell you up mauka, I’m 
screwed. I can’t warm my 
home,” he said. 

But the law has supporters 
like Kohala Councilman Pete 
Hoffmann, who authored it.

Noting the requirements 
were tailored to fit Hawaii’s 
environment, Hoffmann said 
he can’t understand why 
people feel energy-efficien-
cy construction would cost 
them extra money.

“The payback on this is 
almost immediate,” he said. 
“Given the amount of our 
energy bill, this is a huge 
savings for the people on the 
island.”

Hoffmann’s also puzzled 
at the sudden opposition 

and feels the initial year-
long delay in implementing 
the law already provided the 
time Naeole-Beason is seek-
ing to study it.

“I think we’re delaying 
savings that are very impor-
tant to homeowners at this 
time,” he said.

Putting off the building 
requirements also will dis-
qualify Hawaii from com-
peting for “green” stimulus 
money the federal govern-
ment has been awarding, 
Hoffmann said.

“We have to do this or 
we’re not going to receive 
any stimulus money, now 
or in the future, regarding 
energy efficiency,” he added. 
“That’s certainly another 
reason not to delay imple-
mentation.”

E-mail Jason Armstrong 
at jarmstrong@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.

The park service’s origi-
nal plan called for a 10-year 
contract with a new conces-
sioner to begin July 1. The 
concessioner would then 
have six months to com-
plete a series of renovations 
for which it would have to 
foot the bill. According to 
the NPS plan, the facility 
would then be ready to open 
for business again on Jan. 
1, 2011.

“If the new deadline is 
June 30, then you’re look-
ing at another four or five 
months to the schedule,” 
Poole said.

He would not say why the 
deadline had been extended, 
other than to say that the 
NPS had decided to modify 
its request for solicitations.

Poole would not discuss 
the nature of the modifica-
tions.

Calls to Volcanoes 
National Park Superinten-
dent Cynthia Orlando and 
park press information offi-
cer Mardie Lane were not 
returned as of press time.

Ken Fujiyama, who held 

the contract at the facility 
for the last 26 years, told 
the Tribune-Herald in mid-
January that he would not 
be submitting a bid by the 
original March 16 deadline. 
But on Friday, he said that 
he might reconsider if the 
park service addressed his 
reservations in its modifi-
cations to the solicitation 
package.

“Originally, there were 
too many things in the pro-
spectus we didn’t agree on,” 
he said. “If they changed the 
prospectus to include things 
we agree on, then it would 
be acceptable (to make a 
bid). It didn’t make eco-
nomic sense at the time.

“It’s a great property,” he 
added, “but it has to make 
economic sense.”

Fujiyama said there were 
two main areas of concern 
for him in the original pro-
spectus.

The first is the prospec-
tus’ LSI, or “Leasehold Sur-
render Interest,” stipulation. 
The LSI would limit the 
amount of compensation the 

concessioner would receive 
at the end of their lease for 
renovations done to improve 
the property, Fujiyama said.

“If you put money into 
improving the property, 
normally at the end of the 
contract, the concessioner 
has the right to get money 
back that they put in, less 
physical depreciation. The 
park limited the amount you 
could get back,” he said.

Secondly, Fujiyama took 
issue with the fees the park 
proposed charging its new 
concessioner. His most 
recent contract with the 
NPS, which ended on Dec. 
31, required a concessioner 
fee of 5.5 percent of total 
revenue. The park is cur-
rently asking for 12.5 per-
cent, as well as .5 percent 
for maintenance.

“Thirteen percent right 
off the top has to go to the 
park,” Fujiyama said. “For a 
restaurant to pay 13 percent 
on the gross ... my good-
ness!”

Other proposed chang-
es would only add to the 

difficulty of paying that 
higher fee, Fujiyama said, 
including the removal of the 
Ohia Wing from the con-
tract, which accounts for 
10 rooms, and the combin-
ing of the facility’s two gift 
shops into a single store.

“One is not enough to 
handle the amount of people 
coming in there. If you have 
a bus dropping off a group, 
and they have lunch and 
then head into the gift shop, 
they have their hands full 
of merchandise, and all of 
a sudden the bus is ready 
to go. They would leave 
the merchandise behind, 
because the cashiers can’t 
process them fast enough,” 
he said.

“Basically, you’ve taken 
away two revenue sources.”

Calls seeking comment 
from other concessioners 
who have expressed interest 
in the Volcano House went 
unreturned Friday after-
noon.

E-mail Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.

Big Island police have arrested and charged the 
following individuals:

● John Patrick Rapozo, 36, of Keaau with bail 
jumping, violating release on bail or supervised 
release  two counts each of reckless driving and 
resisting an order to stop, unauthorized entry to a 
motor vehicle, three counts of unauthorized con-
trol of a propelled vehicle, plus excessive speeding 
and driving too fast for conditions.

● Cherrelle Kehaulani Lopez, 23, of criminal 
contempt of court.

● Dayson James Eblacas, 23, of violating proba-
tion.

● Brandon Shane Kalani Castillias, 21, of Hilo 
with contempt of court.

● Michael Carl Mierop, 24, of Naalehu with 
theft and promoting a detrimental drug.

● Genaro Smart, 33, of Holualoa with contempt 
of court.

● Lisa Kuulei Warren, 40, of Kurtistown with 
promoting a dangerous drug and possessing drug 
paraphernalia.

● Clifford Blake Douglas, 32, of Kona with 
DUI, driving without a license and driving without 
insurance.

● Vance James Contessa, 58, of Captain Cook 
with DUI and driving while drinking.

● Shawn Ikaika Kahakua, 19, of Kailua-Kona 
with violating release on bail or supervised 
release.

● Jesse Kealii Alapai, 19, of Kailua-Kona with 
failure to appear.

● Juslyn Marie Crivello, 31, of Pahoa with 
shoplifting.

● Laura Ann Muhlhahn, 50, of Mountain View 
with commercial promotion of marijuana, promot-
ing a  dangerous drug and two counts of possess-
ing drug paraphernalia.

● Anthony Gregory Corrado, 23, of Kapaau 
with DUI.

● Shante Costa-Isabel, 19, of Hilo with abuse of 
a family/household member.

● Kapeka Ana Grover, 25, of Honomu with two 
counts of violating probation.

● Brandon Kehaokanohona Lum Won, 35, of 
Kailua-Kona with contempt of court.

● Duane Dennis Perreira, 46, no address listed, 
with contempt of court.

● Robin Gari McIntyre, 45, of Kailua-Kona 
with failure to appear.

● Marvin E. Medeiros, 55, of Captain Cook 
with failure to appear.

● Angelina Michelle Ualani Mamone-McK-
eague, 32, no address listed, with promoting a 
dangerous drug, promoting a detrimental drug and 
possessing drug paraphernalia.

● Gilbert Aquino, 49, of Hilo with abuse of a 
family/household member.

● Shannon K. Paea, 19, of Kailua-Kona with 
contempt of court and violating probation.
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“We met at a friend’s 
house in Kona,” he said. “I 
made her a stool in wood-
shop, and I think that was 
when I learned how much I 
liked making things.”

In turn, Padamada 
became enamored with 
Damaso. And French.

“I took French in high 
school. That’s what sparked 
my interest in Paris,” said 
the 2006 Hilo High grad. 
“That’s where I wanted to 
go after my graduation, but, 
financially, it’s not very 
feasible right now.”

As a nursing student 
set to graduate in May, the 
21-year-old Padamada says 
she hasn’t had the money to 
make her dream come true.

So, Damaso did what he 
does best — and nabbed 
himself a fiancee in the 
process.

“He decided to bring 
Paris to me,” Padamada 
said with an enormous 
smile across her face.

Damaso made up his 
mind about two years ago 
that he would ask his girl-
friend to marry him under 
an Eiffel Tower replica.

Damaso began his task 
of recreating Paris’ most 
recognizable tourist des-
tination by formulating a 
plan. This was no typical, 
back-of-a-napkin sketch, 
however.

“First of all, I had to 
draw it, to scale it, from the 
original blueprint, which 
I found online,” he said. 
“Then it was just going 
with a protractor and a ruler 
and trying to figure out the 
degrees to scale it down. 
There are some modifica-
tions, but I tried to replicate 
it as much as possible, as 
much as I could.”

Two months ago, he 
dove into the construction, 
using a mixture of wood, 
metal, screws, nails, paint 
and lights. He built three 
large sections that were 
hidden in Padamada’s cous-
in’s backyard.

“He usually fails at sur-

prises, so this was a really 
big surprise,” said Padama-
da’s cousin, Arlene Lubong, 
who watched Damaso slav-
ing away on the project in 
her yard.

Lubong said she and 
Damaso put a lot of effort 
into ensuring Padamada 
wouldn’t find out about the 
plan.

“He asked me for 
advice, like what should we 
tell her if she comes over 
and asks what he’s doing 
here,” she said. “We said 
he should tell her he was 
building a playhouse for 
my daughter.”

Damaso would tell Pad-
amada that he had to work 
late shifts, or he would tell 
her he had to help friends 
and family with projects. 
Then he would head to her 
cousin’s house and continue 
his labor of love, some-
times working into the wee 
hours of the morning before 
heading home.

Ultimately, however, 
Padamada admits to being 
oblivious to the white lies 
Damaso told in order to 
work his magic.

“Usually, we’re not very 
good at surprising each 

other,” she said. “I don’t 
know if it’s intuition or 
whatever. Every anniver-
sary (of our first meeting) 
for the past six years, we’ve 
always known what each 
other’s gifts were. I don’t 
know how that works — if 
it’s clues from everyday 
conversation, I don’t know. 
We just kind of play along 
though and pretend to be 
surprised.

“But this one, yeah, he 
surprised me,” she added.

Once all the pieces of 
the puzzle were in place, 
Damaso enlisted the help 
of his brothers, George 
and Kenny Damaso, and 
his brother-in-law, Charlie 
Garganta, to help him carry 
the pieces and assemble his 
surprise.

Seven years to the day of 
their first meeting, the cou-
ple made plans to meet at 
a party, and Padamada was 
waiting for his arrival when 
Damaso hatched his plan.

“I get a call at 8 o’clock, 
and he goes, ‘I’m sorry, I 
left my keys in my truck 
and I’m locked out. I don’t 
have a spare. You have the 
spare, can you come pick 
me up?’

“Now, this is, um, some-
thing that happens a lot,” 
she said with a laugh. “So 
it was totally believable.”

Padamada and her 
mother jumped in the car 
and headed to University 
Heights Park, finding Dam-
aso standing in front of 
the huge wooden structure 
holding a guitar.

Damaso had lined the 
walkway with candles. One 
of Damaso’s brothers hand-
ed Padamada a dozen roses 
as the other hit the lights 
lining the tower.

“I’m walking down the 
runway, and then I start 
running,” Padamada said. 
“But then I stop because 
I’m in heels and I figure, 
‘Oh, this is not going to be 
good if I fall.’ So I slowed 
down, and when I get to 
him and I hug him, he says 
‘Wait, I have to play you 
a song.’ And by then I’m 
already bawling.”

Damaso, who had never 
played guitar before, had 
convinced a friend to teach 
him a single song, which he 
had been practicing for the 
last two years.

It was Adam Sandler’s 
“I Wanna Grow Old With 
You,” featuring such lyrics 
as:

“I wanna make you 
smile whenever you’re sad, 

carry you around when 
your arthritis is bad.

I’ll get you medicine 
when your tummy aches,

build you a fire if the 
furnace breaks.

Give you my coat when 
you are cold,

even let you hold the 
remote control.”

“I like it because it’s 
very pertinent to real rela-
tionships,” Padamada said.

Following the song, 
Damaso dropped to his 
knees and requested her 
hand in marriage.

The answer, in case you 
were worried, was “yes.”

E-mail Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.

PARIS From front page

WILLIAM ING/Tribune-Herald

The couple sheath the main assembly of the Eiffel Tower 
with plastic wrap to protect it from the elements. They 
intend to keep the symbol of their love for each other, 
storing the disassembled components on a relative’s 
property.

types during the museum’s 
“Happy Day at Hulihee” 
celebration in Kailua-Kona. 
While the renovation work 
was blessed and the pal-
ace reopened in September 
2009 to its operators, the 
Daughters of Hawaii and 
Calabash Cousins as well as 
a few select tours, Saturday 
was the first time the pub-
lic was allowed inside the 
museum.

“When I first looked at 
the palace after the earth-
quakes I thought it wouldn’t 
be able to be saved. Now, it’s 
phenomenal, just wonder-
ful to see the palace open,” 
said Jackie Fenner, a British 
Columbia, Canada, resident 
who has vacationed on the 
Big Island since 1978. “I 
just couldn’t imagine Kona 
without it.”

Built in 1838 by Gov. 
John Adams Kuakini, the 
palace was restored by 
Connecticut-based John 
Canning Painting and Con-
servation Studios to how 
it looked in 1885, when 
Kalaukaua ruled the Hawai-
ian Kingdom. The attention 
paid to detail during renova-
tion will allow the palace to 
remain on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

Lifelong Kailua-Kona 
resident Josephine Barney 

said she is happy the palace 
is open once again offering 
Big Island children hands-
on ways to learn about 
Hawaii’s culture. 

“When we were kids we 
were awed by the palace. 
This was our playground. 
We used to help wash the 
porches in order to be able 
to swim in the pool,” said 
Barney who worked at the 
palace for about 12 years 
providing lauhala weaving 
lessons and tours to school 
children. “When we saw 
it after the earthquake and 
weren’t allowed near the 
palace, I was devastated. We 
were just hoping it wouldn’t 
be brought down because 
there’s so much here.”

Naalehu resident Kapu-
lani Kaupu said she cried 
when she saw the damage, 
but knew the community 
would pull together to save 
the historic landmark.

“Hawaiian culture always 
pulls together to keep the 
royalty going and preserve 
history,” said Kaupu. “It’s 
the firsthand experience 
with the kupuna — the one-
on-one experience — that 
teaches the history of our 
culture and I hope the pal-
ace will be open a lot more 
for the kids so our culture 
won’t die.”

PALACE From front page
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Rubbish
resolution 
considered
Measure urges alternatives 
to waste-to-energy facility
By NANCY COOK LAUER

Stephens Media Hawaii

Is a waste-to-energy 
plant a done deal for 
Hawaii County?

A resolution urging 
Mayor Billy Kenoi to 
consider other alterna-
tives comes back before 
the County Council 
Waste Management 
Committee today after 
being panned by both 
the Environmental 
Management 
Commission and the 
director of the Department 
of Environmental 
Management.

Resolution 123, 
sponsored by Kohala 
Councilwoman Margaret 
Wille, is a 2 1/4-page 
document that urges the 
mayor to explore all solid 
waste technologies rather 
than limiting his choice 
to waste-to-energy. It 
also stresses a solid waste 
program that emphasizes 
waste reduction, reuse, 
recycling and compost-
ing. The council commit-

tee unani-
mously 
agreed 
with the 
nonbind-
ing reso-
lution 
earlier 
this year 
before 

sending it to the 
commission.

The commission voted 
unanimously to not agree 
or disagree with the reso-
lution, which sent it back 
to the council with a neg-
ative recommendation. 
Commissioner Sherm 
Warner said the resolu-
tion presupposes the best 
solution without going 
through an evaluation of 
alternatives.

“There should be a 
process,” Warner said 
at the meeting. “And a 
resolution that just picks 
two solutions … I just 
think it’s wrong to just 
find conclusions without 
processes.”Longtime Hilo couple gets hitched on

 state’s first day of legalized gay marriage
By COLIN M. STEWART

Tribune-Herald staff writer

If the old adage “Practice makes 
perfect” holds true, then the 
union of the first same-sex cou-
ple to tie the knot Monday in 

Hilo is likely to be perfect indeed.
The intimate wedding cer-

emony they observed in front 
of the State Office Building on 
Aupuni Street around 9:45 a.m. 
was a small one, but being the 
couple’s third time around, they 
didn’t feel the need to make a big 
affair out of it, said Linda “Souza” 
Kamalamalama de Souza.

“When we had our civil union 

performed for us, that was a cer-
emony that was so beautiful. … 
We had our family members and 
friends there. It was so beautiful, 
it was never to be improved,” she 

said. “In our minds, and in our 
hearts, after that we were already 
married. This time around, we’re 
basically just making it official.”

The Kalapana couple — 
de Souza, 68, and her bride, 
61-year-old Wilhemina “Aunty 
Willy” Kuualohaonapua de 
Souza-Kamalamalama — have 
been together for 35 years, 
and have waited patiently as 
Hawaii took its tentative steps 
toward marriage equality for 
lesbian and gay couples.

Years ago, they first commit-
ted to each other under the state’s 

HELCO delays geothermal contract

By TOM CALLIS
Tribune-Herald staff writer

The Big Island is expected to have at 
least seven warning sirens upgraded or 
installed over the next few months.

State Civil Defense spokeswoman 
Shelly Kunishige said work orders are 
being released for the department’s $25.6 
million statewide siren upgrade project. 
Priority locations are being addressed first, 
and work should occur over the next three 

By TOM CALLIS
Tribune-Herald staff writer

The Hawaii Electric Light Co. says 
awarding a contract for another 50 
megawatts of geothermal power will 
take more time.

But how long remains unclear.
The utility was initially expecting 

to make a selection among the six 

companies that submitted proposals 
by September.

It later pushed that timeline to the 
end of November.

That deadline was missed, and 
HELCO Administration Manager 
Rhea Lee said Monday that a new date 
is in the process of being determined.

Whether that could be the end of 

the month or sometime next year, she 
was unable to elaborate.

“We’ll be providing information, 
additional information, on the next 
steps in the coming few weeks,” Lee 
said.

What is causing the delay also 
remains unclear.

See MARRIAGE Page A8

See WASTE Page A7
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Siren upgrades 
are set to begin

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

Linda Kamalamalama de Souza, left, and Wilhemina Kuualohaonapua de Souza-Kamalamalama nuzzle 
noses after getting married outside of the state building in Hilo on Monday morning.

Store Manager Craig Okui 
looks at the damage to 
the Puainako McDonald’s 
doors Monday morning 
after a man drove his car 
into the building. For more 
on this story, see Page A7.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/
Tribune-Herald

car vs.
building

See SIRENS Page A8

Utility has missed two deadlines as it mulls 6 proposals from companies

WILLE

By JOHN BURNETT
Tribune-Herald staff writer

A 24-year-old Hilo 
woman who robbed a 
downtown clothing store 
at gunpoint in January 
was sentenced Monday 
to 10 years in prison.

Tia Nohealani Menino 
pleaded guilty in October 
to second-degree rob-
bery and illegal place to 
keep a pistol. She also 
pleaded guilty to several 
misdemeanor and petty 
misdemeanor charges. 
All sentences will run 
concurrently and Menino 
will be given credit for 
time already served. In 
exchange for her plea, 
prosecutors dropped 
charges of first-degree 

robbery and use of a fire-
arm in the commission 
of a felony, both Class 

10 years for 
Hilo robbery

See ROBBERY Page A8

JOHN BURNETT/Tribune-Herald

Tia Menino wipes away 
a tear during her sen-
tencing Monday in Hilo 
Circuit Court.

See HELCO Page A8

Woman took more than $200
in armed theft at clothing stores

‘Making 
it official’

“I never 
really thought 
we would be 
alive to see 
this day.” 
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Lee said she is unable to 
comment on why the pro-
cess is taking longer than 
anticipated.

“I cannot discuss the rea-
sons for the holdup,” she 
said.

Lee added: “I can tell 
you that we are really look-
ing at these proposals very 
closely.

“We want to make sure 
that geothermal that we add 
will not be tied to the price 
of oil because we do want 
to lower the electrical rates 
for the customers. It’s not an 
easy decision.”

Twenty-five of the 38 

mgw of geothermal power 
HELCO buys from Puna 
Geothermal Venture, the 
only existing geothermal 
plant in the state, is tied to 
the cost of oil.

Asked if the proposals 
are too costly or if HELCO 
is asking for more informa-
tion from those seeking the 
contract, Lee said again she 
could not comment.

PGV, owned by Ormat 
Technologies, is one of the 
companies seeking the new 
contract.

Additionally, HELCO 
is still talking to some of 
if its independent power 

producers about renegotiat-
ing contracts to detach the 
cost of buying the electric-
ity from the price of oil, 
Lee said. Those produc-
ers include companies like 
PGV that sell power to the 
utility. Lee said she could 
also not discuss details 
about those talks.

“I can say that some are 
willing to talk with us and 
are talking with us,” she 
said. “Some are not.”

Those talks began last 
year.

Email Tom Callis at tcallis@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.

A felonies punishable by up to 20 years in 
prison.

Menino robbed Rainbow-Jo women’s 
clothing boutique and Tiny Bubbles baby 
clothing boutique on Jan. 31 at about 11:50 
a.m. The stores are separate businesses 
with different owners at the same location, 
291 Keawe St.

The store clerk, Rachel Conder, told 
police a woman entered the store alone, 
walked up to a cash register, threw a 
purse onto the glass counter, brandished 
a handgun and demanded all the money 
from Rainbow-Jo’s cash register. Conder 
said she took $137 from the cash register 
and gave the money to the woman. Conder 
reported the woman then demanded money 
from Conder’s purse behind the coun-
ter and “wanted to know who she was.” 
Conder gave her $20 from her purse. She 
reportedly refused to give Menino her 
name but handed her another $100 from 
Tiny Bubbles’ cash register.

Conder took a cell phone photo of the 
pickup truck Menino was driving as she 
turned right from Furneaux Lane onto 
Keawe Street, and got the truck’s license 
plate number. She also later identified 
Menino from a photo lineup, court docu-
ments state.

Menino was arrested about a half-hour 
later on Makaala Street in Hilo. An unload-
ed .22-caliber revolver was in plain sight in 
the pickup truck. Menino told police she 
“just did something stupid” because “she 
owed her boyfriend money,” according to 
documents.

Deputy Prosecutor Shannon Kagawa 
told the court that Conder was traumatized 
by the robbery and quit her job at the bou-
tique shortly afterwards.

Menino wiped away tears during sen-
tencing. She addressed the court, but most 
of what she said was barely audible and 
could not be understood from the court-
room gallery. Hilo Circuit Judge Greg 
Nakamura told Menino he couldn’t hear 
her and asked her to repeat part of her 
statement.

“I apologize to the victim and I apolo-
gize to the state,” she replied. “I will follow 
through with whatever consequences the 
state gives me.”

Menino’s mother was in the courtroom 
but declined to comment afterward.

Kagawa said afterward the state “is sat-
isfied” with the sentence “based on the plea 
agreement.”

“Miss Menino made a very bad mistake 
in this case,” she said. “However, the com-
munity is safer based on the fact that the 
court sentenced her to 10 years in prison.”

Menino’s court-appointed attorney, 
Kanani Laubach, said she believes the sen-
tence “is the best deal the state would give 
us with the charges and evidence that Tia 
was facing.”

“Now it’s up to the parole board to set 
what the minimum (amount of time to be 
served) is. So I’m gonna go (to Honolulu) 
and ask them to set a low minimum,” she 
said.

Laubach said she believes Menino will 
turn her life around after her release from 
prison.

“She’s a good girl. In high school she 
was an all-star athlete and she got good 
grades. She has some college and she has 
family support.”

Email John Burnett at jburnett@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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former “reciprocal benefi-
ciary” law, which afforded 
them some of the protections 
under the law that married 
couples enjoyed, although not 
all. Then, they were among 
the first couples in the state to 
apply for and complete a civil 
union when that law went 
into effect in January 2012.

And on Monday, they 
were second in line at the 
State Office Building in 
Hilo and ended up being the 
first to file their completed 
application in person.

“I never really thought 
we would be alive to see this 
day,” de Souza said. “I finally 
feel like we’re on equal par-
ity with the rest of the people 
who are married. … We’ve 
had our health issues, and 
I’ve almost lost Willy four 
different times (to illness). 
This really was the will of 
God, us being here today … 
and all those people who said 
that it’s not God’s will, that 
just shows their ignorance. 
But I’ve already forgiven 
them for their ignorance.”

The couple was among 
about four or five others in 
Hilo that had appointments 
to seek marriage licenses 
on Monday, the first day for 
same-sex couples to do so 
after the law went into effect 
at midnight, said Mary Farias, 
a license agent with the state 
Department of Health.

“We’ve had quite a 
few people make appoint-
ments, and I think West 
Hawaii is expecting big-
ger numbers,” she said.

The state began accepting 
applications for licenses on its 
website at midnight. Before 
noon, Hawaii had issued 
about 40 licenses for same-sex 
marriages, with the majority 
being on Oahu, according to 
state Department of Health 
spokeswoman Janice Okubo.

Saralyn Morales was 
among six couples who 
tied the knot at a Waikiki 
resort shortly after the 

new law took effect.
“It’s about making that 

commitment to the person 
that I want to spend the 
rest of my life with,” she 
said shortly after cutting a 
small wedding cake with 
her spouse, Isajah Morales.

Okubo said the Health 
Department already has 
certified one same-sex mar-
riage and was verifying 
documents for two dozen 
more. The state has up to 
two days to issue a marriage 
certificate once a marriage 
is performed if a couple 
obtains their license online.

Hawaii helped start the 
national gay marriage discus-
sion more than two decades 
ago when a same-sex couple 
was denied a marriage 
license, leading to a court 
fight that eventually prompted 
Congress to pass the Defense 
of Marriage Act in 1996. Part 
of that law, which stipulated 
that marriage was between a 
man and woman, was struck 
down earlier this year by 

the U.S. Supreme Court.
Tourism is the lifeblood of 

Hawaii and officials believe 
the islands will benefit from 
the new law. An estimate 
from a University of Hawaii 
researcher says the state will 
get a $217 million tourism 
boost over the next three years 
as a result of gay marriage.

The new law allows cou-
ples to register for a license 
and be married the same 
day, a process that appeals 
to tourists. Couples can sign 
up for a license online then 
be verified by any license 
agent throughout the state.

Agents have set up shop 
throughout the islands, 
from resorts on Maui and 
the Big Island to hard-to-
reach places on Kauai.

Saralyn and Isajah Morales 
began filling out license 
applications a few minutes 
after midnight, along with 
other couples. Several license 
agents huddled around four 
laptops in a tiny confer-
ence room, refreshing their 

web browsers to coax a 
state-run website to load.

A few feet away, wedding 
guests sipped champagne, 
dined on curried shrimp 
and portabella mushroom 
sliders, listened to piano 
music and took pictures 
with the seven cakes on 
display for the occasion.

Couples who walked 
in to register on the spot 
posed with a three-tiered 
centerpiece cake, adorned 
with pink and white roses.

“Next!” Keola Akana 
exclaimed after being the 
first of the group to com-
plete the license applica-
tion with his groom, Ethan 
Wung. Akana said he and 
Wung were getting married 
after entering into a civil 
union last year so they could 
receive federal benefits.

“Got dinged on taxes 
last year because we’re not 
legally married federally, and 
we will be married for taxes 
this year,” Akana said. “Now 
we’re equal to everybody 
in Hawaii that’s married, 
everybody in the nation and 
the world that’s legally mar-
ried, so that’s an honor.”

One of the organizers, 
Honolulu Pride Chairman 
Michael Golojuch Jr., said 
early Monday that more 
than three dozen couples 
had signed up to wed.

“We started this battle 23 
years ago and we get to finish 
it tonight,” Golojuch said.

Hawaii businesses now are 
looking for ways to embrace 
the gay community, he said.

“They opened up their 
doors to us, their hearts to 
us,” Golojuch said. “That’s 
what we’re seeing with a lot of 
the business community that 
understands that $217 million 
is what our economy needs to 
keep on going.”

Oskar Garcia of the Associated 
Press contributed to this article.

Email Colin M. Stewart 
at cstewart@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

From left, Linda Kamalamalama de Souza and Wilhemina 
Kuualohaonapua de Souza-Kamalamalama get married by 
the Rev. Sharna Eberlein outside of the state building on 
Monday morning.

months, she said.
In Hawaii County, those 

locations are King’s Landing, 
Halii Kai, Kolea Kai, 
Upchurch, Milolii, Hawaiian 
Beaches No. 2 and Leilani 
Estates.

Another three priority loca-
tions have been identified but 
land access agreements are still 
needed to transport equipment, 
said Darryl Oliveira, county 
Civil Defense administrator.

The project is intended to 
modernize the state’s siren 

system, used mostly for tsuna-
mi warnings. The aging system 
has been plagued by failures, 
with several sirens typically 
not responding during monthly 
tests on the isle.

In total, the county will 
receive 51 new sirens, bring-
ing the number to 124. A new 
activation system that relies 
on cellular and satellite net-
works, rather than radio trans-
missions, will be installed, and 
some existing locations will 
also receive other upgrades, 

including solar panels, com-
posite poles and more modern 
sirens.

The project is about 87 per-
cent funded. It may take sev-
eral years to complete.

Oliveira said two sirens 
were confirmed to have 
failed during the monthly test 
Monday.

Those are located in Ocean 
View Estates and Kalapana.

Another in Waipio 
Valley was already offline. 
Replacement parts have been 

ordered, Oliveira said.
He said he believes there 

has been improvement seen 
during the tests each month.

“Obviously, we’d like to 
shoot for 100 percent all the 
time,” he added.

Efforts by the Police 
Department to improve the 
radio network, used currently 
for activations, have helped, 
Oliveira said.

“We are having better per-
formance,” he said.

Email Tom Callis at tcallis@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.

Vein Center of Excellence
Does this sound like you…

• Painful, Heavy, Aching Legs?
• Leg Swelling or Cramping?
• Itching or Rash on Lower Leg?
• Unsightly Varicose Veins?
• Leg Ulceration or Skin Discoloration?

• No Hospital
• No Downtime
  We use only State of the Art Laser 
  and Radiofrequency systems. 

 NO VEIN STRIPPING!

Call the Most Experienced Vein 
Care Physician on the Big Island!

Colin E. Bailey, MD FACS 
Quadruple Board Certifi ed

Venous & Lymphatic Medicine
Cosmetic Surgery

Cardiovascular & Thoracic Surgery
General Surgery

Experience Counts!

Medical Vein Procedures Covered by Medicare, 
HMSA HMAA and Most Insurance

885-4401 • 65-1158 Mamalahoa Hwy Ste 16 • Waimea
www.baileyveininstitute.com

Try us you’ll see the difference!
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The Busiest Vein Center 
in the State.

Not all venous insuffi ciency appears on the surface 
of skin as seen here, sometimes patients suffer

from these symptoms with no visible signs.
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By HUNTER BISHOP
Tribune-Herald staff writer

The first part of Peter Savio’s 
$25 million plan to redevelop 
Waiakea Villas is beginning to 
take shape. 

The Hawaii real estate devel-
oper finalized the purchase of 
the commercial side of Waiakea 
Villas and is expecting to begin 
renovating the property soon to 
attract new tenants.

The Honolulu-based develop-
er’s dream is to restore the down-
trodden residential and commer-
cial complex next to Waiakea 
Pond to its original glory. Savio, 
who was born in Hilo, said he 
remembers when C. Brewer first 
developed the property in the 
early 1970s and how much it 

enhanced the community. “I’d 
like to bring that back,” he said.

Last November, Savio 
announced plans to invest up 
to $25 million in acquiring and 
renovating the Waiakea Villas 
properties, and building a new 

hotel on the site. At the time, 
Savio said the proposed deals to 
purchase the 275-unit residential 
and commercial property from 
investors could take “a couple of 
months” to complete.

Negotiations on the 

commercial purchase closed 
about six weeks ago, but Savio 
said purchase of the 275-unit 
residential part of the complex is 
still is still not complete. Plans 
were to acquire the commercial 
side first, then the residential, 
before developing a new hotel on 
the site in the style of Honolulu’s 
Pagoda Hotel, which he acquired 
in 2010. “We’re now negotiating 
for the residential units,” he said.

The purchase price of the 
commercial side of Waiakea 
Villas was $2 million, and Savio 
expects the residential units 
to cost $6 million to $7 mil-
lion. He expects to invest about 
$500,000 into renovations of 
the commercial side, which has 
about 48,000 square feet of floor 
space. Existing units range from 
300 to 15,000 square feet.
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Cruise ship arrivals
Tuesday, July 9, Pride of Amer-
ica, 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 2,250 pas-
sengers, 900 crew.
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A student employee works in one of the tanks at the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s Pacific Aquaculture & Coastal Resources Center.

Fledgling oyster industry comes

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Hawaii Island is poised 
to become a major player 
in the U.S. oyster industry, 
as growers on the mainland 
wrestle with the effects of 
climate change.

Around 2007, oyster 
hatcheries along the West 
Coast were significantly 
affected by a disturbing 
trend.

“Oyster larvae hatcher-
ies were seeing large die-
offs during the spring and 
summer,” said Dave Nisbet, 
owner of Goose Point 
Oysters of Washington 
state’s Willapa Bay. 
“Oceanographers were see-
ing increased acidification 
of the West Coast’s ocean 
water during the spring and 

summer months, and the 
pH shift was just enough to 
cause larvae to die.”

The immature larvae 
require a very specific pH 
level to be able to pull 
calcium from the water to 
build their shells, he said, 
and increased levels of car-
bon dioxide in the world’s 
oceans has begun to affect 
that process.

“You’re not going to get 
a debate from me on climate 
change,” he said. “It’s here. 
It’s happening. I’m seeing 
it.”

The effect is happening 
all over the country and 
around the world, accord-
ing to Maria Haws, director 
of the University of Hawaii 
at Hilo Pacific Aquaculture

Graduate student Forest Petersen sets the flow on algae bags to keep the 
correct amount of water moving through the algae.

Waiakea Villas to get $25M makeover

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

The commercial section of the Waiakea Villas property is seen 
here Saturday afternoon.

OUT OF ITS 
SHELL Oysters are seen at the University of Hawaii at 

Hilo’s Pacific Aquaculture & Coastal Resources Cen-
ter in Keaukaha on a recent morning.

See OYSTER Next Page

New owner envisions 
hotel, new restaurant

Pacific oysters thrive 
in Hawaii’s climate 

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Native to the Pacific coast 
of Asia, Pacific oysters, aka 
Crassostrea gigas, were intro-
duced to North America and are 
currently the most cultured vari-
ety of oyster in the world.

They also happen to grow in 
Hawaii like gangbusters, accord-
ing to researchers with the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo’s 
Pacific Aquaculture and Coastal 
Resources Center.

While Hawaiian waters cur-
rently can only be used to raise 
hatchling oysters to be sent to 
growers on the mainland, their 
potential is huge, said Maria 
Haws, the center’s new director.

“We’ve done some trials in 
Hawaiian fish ponds that can pro-
duce market size (between 3 and 
4 inches) Pacific oysters in five to 
six months,” she said.

That’s a pretty amazing feat, 
when you consider that the same 
species takes two to three years 
to mature in waters in the Pacific 
Northwest, she said.

The difference is mainly due 
to the year-round warmer weath-
er, which produces a constant 
supply of algae for the oysters 
to filter out of the water and 
eat. Meanwhile, Hawaiian waters 
have so far shown themselves to 
be less susceptible to the acidifi-
cation process that has plagued 
oyster hatcheries along the West 
Coast in the last decade.

The Pacific Oyster is a filter 
feeder, Haws explained, sucking 
in nutrients from the water to feed 
itself and expelling clean water. 
In fact, she said, if enough oysters 
were grown in Hilo Bay, they 
could clarify the water, which is 
darkened by algal blooms brought 
on by water tainted by nutrients in 
agricultural runoff.

Currently, students and faculty 
with the aquaculture center are 
looking at using ancient Hawaiian 
fishponds as cultivation areas, 
because their walls provide pro-
tection from predators and rough 
waters.

See WAIAKEA Next Page

See PACIFIC Next Page
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By TAD SOMMERS
Stephens Media Hawaii

The music business in Hawaii 
is improving, area retailers say.

Brian Kiernan, owner of 
Kiernan Music in Kainaliu, said 
that owning a music store, “being 
able to do what you love, is the 
most rewarding thing I’ve done.”

The local music community 
is loyal, providing his store with 
a steady amount of — in many 
instances — repeat business. He 
added, Hawaii Island depends on 
tourists, and in the past year he’s 
noticed “a nice upward trend.”

Kiernan’s shop represents local 
builders including Cody Seeler, 
Hokukano and Green Sand. It also 
carries ukulele and guitars built 
by Kiernan and his son, Derek.

“Prices range from $69 to 
‘Oh my God,’” Kiernan said. His 
K-Side ukes, made mostly from 
koa, start at $1,500.

Kiernan said that tourists who 
know what they want are happy 
to pay top dollar. Some return 
to his shop every time they visit 
Hawaii Island, either to upgrade 
to a newer instrument, shop from 
his vintage pieces — Kiernan cur-
rently has for sale a 1936 Gibson 
L7 guitar autographed by Shirley 
Temple, or to have their instru-
ments repaired.

Kiernan’s is the only ful-
ly staffed repair shop in West 
Hawaii. Kiernan and his son do 
everything from changing strings 
to complete restoration of stringed 
instruments.

The improving economy has 
had a cascading effect on the 
music industry here. Not only is 
he selling more inventory, but as 
more people seek out live enter-
tainment, musicians get more 
gigs. More work means more 
repairs and more instrument sales 
to the professionals, he said.

“We’re the only place where 
you can get a pro job done on 
your instrument,” he said.

Kiernan’s business is not 
wholly reliant upon an improving 
domestic economy. There is “huge 
interest in Japan for American 
instruments,” he said. When the 
Japanese economy is doing well, 
as it is now, the collector market 

benefits and interest, especially 
in the high-end product he sells, 
increases.

Several of his customers are 
serious collectors, with at least 50 
guitars and ukulele.

Kiernan does not currently 
offer lessons at his store, but is 
hoping to be able to host instruc-
tors in the near future.

After operating Hawaiian 
Ukulele & Guitar in the Alii 
Gardens Marketplace for two 
years, Robert Yates recently 
opened a second location in the 
Kings’ Shops at the Waikoloa 
Beach Resort.

“Opening any business to begin 
with is a challenge,” Yates said. 
The challenge is greater when 
opening a business, such as a 
music store, with existing “built-
in competition.” To get the word 
out about his stores, Yates most-
ly relies on word-of-mouth. He 
said the Alii Gardens location has 
established a positive “local rep,” 
but business there has plateaued, 
thus the need for expansion.

“Any business not moving for-
ward is falling behind,” he said.

He said he may be considered 
insane for starting a business dur-
ing a “slow economy,” but sales at 

the Waikoloa store — opened less 
than two months ago, during the 
tourism “off season” — have far 
exceeded his expectations. He’s 
even had to move inventory from 
the Kailua-Kona location to keep 
the Waikoloa store stocked.

Yates said his stores are dif-
ferent from the others because of 
the instruments he carries. He is 
the exclusive Big Island purveyor 
of Kamoa and Cordoba ukulele. 
Kauai-based Kamoa crafts instru-
ments from more traditional gui-
tar woods, including spruce and 
maple, for a distinctive sound. 
Cordoba builds ukulele with the 
Spanish-style neck and heel for 
more volume and resonance.

Yates and fellow luthier — a 
stringed instrument craftsman — 
Sam Li also build and sell uku-
lele under the Hawaiian Ukulele 
moniker.

Prices in his shop range from 
$120 for an entry-level concert 
uke with bag, tuner and music 
book to $1,100 for a higher-end 
piece.

Yates said he “sells instru-
ments” not just corner-store uku-
lele. “If you don’t want to spend 
the little bit extra for a playable 
instrument, go to the ABC Store 

and buy a wall hanging.”
In addition to musical instru-

ments and accessories, Yates 
stocks the Kings’ Shops location 
with paintings by Holualoa artist 
Carl Koomoa, as well as jewelry 
made by his wife, Pat Yates, who 
also holds lei-making workshops 
at 10 a.m. Saturdays at the store.

Group ukulele lessons are 
held at 10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Mondays at the stage outside of 
the shop. Hourlong sessions cost 
$10, which includes a small music 
book and $10 off an in-store pur-
chase. Yates said he has instru-
ments to loan if participants do 
not bring their own.

He also teaches private lessons 
at the shop at $15 per 30 minutes.

Anne Reece was operating an 
art store adjacent to Just Ukes, 
at its original location, behind 
Maui Divers on Alii Drive. When 
the music store owner moved off 
island, about eight years ago, the 
shops combined and Reece took 
over. It wasn’t long before she real-
ized that, though she knew nothing 
about ukulele at the time, instru-
ment sales were “paying the bills.”

Just Ukes continues to offer 
affordable instruments — no 
art — at its Kona Inn Shopping 

Village and Shops at Mauna Lani 
locations.

Reece said payroll is her big-
gest expense of doing business in 
Hawaii. Between the two stores, 
Just Ukes employs seven part-
time staff members. Finding 
workers, though, is no problem 
at all. Reece said that musicians 
dream of working in a music shop 
and selling their passion. She 
credits her “unbelievable team” 
with the company’s success.

In addition to good customer 
service, Reece said that people 
visit her stores partly because of 
the name. Tourists stop by to snap 
pictures of the sign — a maile lei 
logo she designed — or pick up a 
T-shirt, mug or can cooler.

The Shops at Mauna Lani pres-
ents free “Ukulele 101 with Aunty 
Tutu” group classes at 3 p.m. 
Wednesdays at the stage area near 
Just Ukes.

She said Just Ukes went through 
trying times about four years ago, 
but the local customers remained 
loyal and her suppliers were able to 
help by extending her payments due 
by up to 180 days.

She has seen increasing sales 
since the Christmas season, and, 
with the economic uptick even 
hopes of opening a store on 
Oahu’s North Shore someday.

“Not everybody plays ukulele, 
but everybody knows someone 
who does — or needs a T-shirt,” 
Reece said.

As do the other retailers inter-
viewed, Reece maintains an 
Internet presence. However, they 
don’t see online-only merchants 
as true competition. Buying an 
ukulele online is different from 
purchasing other goods. They all 
sound different, Reece said. Many 
of her customers walk into the 
store thinking they want some-
thing just to say “they bought it in 
Hawaii,” but leave with something 
nicer, after hearing the difference 
between the instruments.

The ukulele Reece stocks are 
imported, though plans are in the 
works to begin offering hand-
crafted ukes made in Kailua-Kona 
by August.

The average instrument purchase 
at Just Ukes is about $225, she said, 
but entry-level models start under 
$70, while the locally made ukes 
will sell for $1,400 or $1,500 when 
they become available.

Email Tad Sommers at 
tsommers@westhawaiitoday.com.
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Robert Yates, owner of Hawaiian Ukulele and Guitar, plays alongside his wife, Pat, with instruments that 
he made.

and Coastal Resources Center 
in Keaukaha, which is working 
with growers to explore building 
a shellfish industry in Hawaiian 
waters, which appear to be expe-
riencing acidification to a much 
lesser degree.

“The impacts are much more 
noticable in the Pacific Northwest. 
… It’s affecting other species too, 
it’s just that they noticed it with 
oysters first,” she said. “They’re 
like the canary in the coalmine.”

It is believed that the West 
Coast feels the brunt of the acidi-
fication process because it expe-
riences an upwelling of deeper, 
more acidified water onto the con-
tinental shelf during the spring 
and summer months, she said.

Nisbet’s business, which sup-
plies buyers with billions of oys-
ters every year, was beginning 
to be impacted by independent 
hatcheries’ inability to produce 
enough oyster seeds, or imma-
ture oysters in their early growth 
stages. So, he turned to Hawaii’s 
warmer, cleaner waters and 
year-round breeding season for 
shellfish.

In 2009, Nisbet partnered with 
Haws and the Pacific Aquaculture 
and Coastal Resources Center in 
Keaukaha to look into growing 

oyster seed in Hawaii, and the 
results were so promising that 
in 2012 he launched Hawaiian 
Shellfish LLC in Hawaiian 
Paradise Park — producing 
enough seed to supply his entire 
business back in Washington, 
while also selling seed to other 
growers.

Employing six people — 
including three Hawaii residents 
with degrees from UH in aquacul-
ture — Hawaiian Shellfish pumps 
about 60,000 gallons of water 
from a deepwater salt-water well 
along the Keaau coast into 12 
large tanks that provide perfect 
growing conditions.

While the energy to pump the 
water 24 hours a day is a major 
expense, Hawaii’s warmer water 
means he doesn’t have to spend 
the money that hatcheries on the 
mainland do to heat the water, 
Nisbet said.

“The requirement for oyster 
larvae is water around 75 degrees, 
and in the West Coast hatcheries 
in the springtime, we would use 
oil-fired boilers to bring the water 
to that temperature because the 
water runs in the 50s,” he said. 
“We basically have that here all 
year, and that’s been a big plus 
for us.”

Shipping the larvae back to 
the mainland to complete their 
growth cycle is also a relatively 
cheap process, as the oyster seed 
is very small, and can be shipped 
easily.

“There are about 50 million 
larvae in a ball the size of a tennis 
ball,” he said. “Shipping isn’t an 
issue.”

Hawaiian Shellfish has been 
in operation for about a year and 
half now, Nisbet said, and it has 
been such a success that he’s 
already looking at the possibility 
of expanding and raising other 
varieties of oysters.

“We’ll probably expand a little 
bit. We’re taking care of all our 
needs right now, and that was the 
main purpose of this. We’re pretty 
happy with how the operations 
have been going,” he said.

Stories like Nisbet’s are music 
to Haws’ ears. As director of the 
Pacific Aquaculture and Coastal 
Resources Center, she is charged 
with overseeing research to help 
clear the way for farmers to build 
a shellfish industry in Hawaii.

Located in an old water 
sewage treatment plant along 
Kalanianaole Avenue, the cen-
ter provides large tanks that 
serve as perfect test grounds for 

experimental cultures. UH stu-
dents and faculty help to come up 
with processes for breeding, feed-
ing and maintaining thriving colo-
nies of various varieties of fish.

With help from the aquaculture 
center, the pioneers of Hawaii’s 
shellfish industry have been a 
total of four businesses, including 
Nisbet’s, which primarily produce 
oyster seed and then ship it back 
to the mainland. Two are located 
in Kona and work in concert with 
the Natural Energy Laboratory 
of Hawaii Authority, and a third 
operates on Molokai, Haws said.

The next step would be for 
businesses to raise oysters and 
other “bivalves,” such as clams, 
to full maturity in Hawaii’s open 
waters, Haws said. But before that 
can happen, the state Department 
of Health must complete an 
exhaustive study of water qual-
ity in various areas farmers have 
identified for oyster cultivation, 
to generate what is known as a 
“growing area classification,” to 
ensure that any oysters grown 
to maturity in Hawaii’s waters 
would be safe to eat.

Such a study has been under 
way for about a year, Haws said, 
and she expects results in about 
six months.

“The DOH has really been 
great. They took a big step in 
looking into our growing area 
classification,” Haws said.

If everything goes as expected, 
that could open the door to restau-
rants and sellers offering Hawaii-
grown oysters to in-state consum-
ers. Further permitting would 
allow exportation of Hawaii shell-
fish, which could one day lead to 
them being offered as premium 
specialties at seafood restaurants 
on the mainland.

But first, Hawaii has a long 
way to go just to sustain its own 
hunger for oysters.

“We’re not going to be able to 
supply our own need for awhile. 
We import close to 400,000 oys-
ters every month in Hawaii. That’s 
a heck of a lot of oysters,” Haws 
said.

One day soon, she added, 
“we’ll end up like the Northwest. 
Restaurants there, they have lists 
to pick like 6-12 different variet-
ies of oysters grown at different 
farms, each with their own unique 
flavor,” she said. “People here in 
Hawaii want to buy local prod-
ucts, so I see the growth being 
huge. … We’re right on the cusp.”

Email Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.com.

Savio purchased the 
Pagoda Hotel in Honolulu 
in 2010, and would posi-
tion the proposed Hilo hotel 
as a similar style of local, 
family-based operation. “I 
would definitely like to have 
a nice local restaurant,” he 
said, “a place where local 
families can celebrate birth-
days, luaus, graduations and 
anniversaries.”

Savio remembers the origi-
nal hotel’s positive impact on 
the local community when it 
opened in the 1960s. “It then 

fell on bad times,” he said. “I’d 
like to get it back to the quality 
place it once was.

“We’ve started the clean-
up, termiting and landscap-
ing,” Savio said. Koi ponds 
located throughout the prop-
erty will be maintained and 
even expanded, he said. He 
hopes to have the work com-
pleted by the end of the year.

If the residential purchase 
falls through for some reason, 
he would still build the hotel 
on the commercial site, Savio 
said. Acquiring the residential 

site however would provide 
more siting options for the 
hotel.

Only three tenants, includ-
ing the Hale Inu Sports Bar, 
are currently occupying space 
in the commercial section of 
the property, Savio said. The 
renovation work will not force 
them to close or move out, 
however. “We hope they stay.”

Savio is president and 
CEO of the Savio group 
of companies that includes 
Hawaiian Island Homes 
Ltd. and Hawaiian Island 

Development Co. Inc.
Dana Kenny, principal bro-

ker at Hawaii Island Homes, 
said potential tenants for the 
commercial space will be able 
to have units built specifi-
cally for their needs. “Most of 
the spaces have been gutted 
already,” Kenny said.

Day-Lum Rentals and 
Management Inc. will be 
managing the leased units, 
said Kenny.

Email Hunter Bishop at 
hbishop@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.

“There are thou-
sands of acres of 
fishponds available, 
and you don’t have 
the same permitting 
issues you might have 
elsewhere,” Haws 
said.

So what do you get 
when you combine 
Hawaii’s warm waters 
with just the right pH 
balance and plenty of 
sunlight-fed algae?

Carbohydrate-rich 
specimens of Pacific 

Oysters, with firm, 
white flesh. They’re 
referred to as “fat oys-
ters” to those in the 
know, Haws said.

“They’re like wines. 
Every place you go 
will have a slightly 
different tasting oys-
ter,” she said. “The 
oysters we grow here 
are great quality. They 
have a very sweet start 
and a salty finish — 
what is considered a 
superior oyster.”
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Tourists spend 
big money on 
Hawaiian strings
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