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Bags of 
Royal Kona 
Coffee 
labeled 
with “10% 
Kona coffee 
blend” line 
the shelves 
of Target 
in Hilo on 
Thursday.

HOLLYN 
JOHNSON/
Tribune-
Herald

Coffee labeling bill aims 
to protect Hawaii brands

By IVY ASHE
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

How much Kona coffee 
should be in Kona coffee?

The answer’s not as 
simple as it appears, but 
a bill introduced in the 
state Senate this week is 
seeking to change that.

The bill, introduced by 
Sen. Russell Ruderman 
(D-Puna) and co-spon-
sored by Oahu Sens. 
Willie Espero and Maile 
Shimabukuro, would 
require coffee produced 
in Hawaii and labeled 
as a geographic blend 
— for example Kona, 

Ka‘u or Hamakua — to 
have at least 51 per-
cent of its beans come 
from that region.

Under current stan-
dards, only 10 percent of a 
coffee blend must be from 
a given region in order 

See LABELING Page A5
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Eric James Fontes Jr. appears Friday in Hilo District Court.

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Two men who were the subject of a Dec. 
30 wanted bulletin by police said they were 
forced at gunpoint by Eric Fontes Jr. to help 
dispose of the body of Barton Bumatay.

According to court documents filed by police, 
Christian Alameda told detectives he and Shannon 

Souza went to a 33rd Avenue 
home in Hawaiian Paradise Park, 
the site of Bumatay’s home and 
auto repair shop, shortly after 
midnight New Year’s Day.

Alameda said he saw Fontes 
there, holding a .22-caliber revolv-
er, and Fontes told him he shot 
the 59-year-old Bumatay in the 
head. Alameda told police he saw 
Bumatay’s body on the kitchen 
floor of the home, documents state.

Alameda and Souza told detec-
tives Fontes threatened them at 
gunpoint to help him dispose of 

Bumatay’s body, and they used a 2007 Chevy 
Colorado pickup truck to transport his body.

According to documents, the truck 
belonged to Bumatay’s daughter, 
Alanna, but was used by Bumatay.

Alameda led detectives to two loca-
tions on Beach Road off Makuu Drive in 
HPP, where badly decomposed and dismem-
bered human remains were found Jan. 23.

Men allege they were forced 
at gunpoint by Fontes to help 
dispose of Bumatay’s body

Spread of 
ohia wilt 
is much 
greater

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

The spread of ohia wilt on 
Hawaii Island is much greater than 
originally feared, with the dead-
ly tree fungus being confirmed 
in Kona and Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park for the first time, 
according to the 
state Department of 
Land and Natural 
Resources.

Helicopter over-
flights of 810,000 
acres of Big Isle 
forests between 
Jan. 11 and Jan. 15 
helped confirm that 
the wilt has spread 
to approximately 
34,000 acres of ohia 
forest — more than 
double estimates 
made in 2014 using 
satellite imagery of the island, 
the DLNR announced Friday.

Perhaps most disconcerting 
about the latest data, said Flint 
Hughes, a forester with the 
Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, 
were the new locations where ohia 
wilt, also known as rapid ohia 
death, appears to have taken hold.

“I’m speaking mainly about 
Kona,” he said Friday. “We have 
been on the ground confirming 

See OHIA Page A5

Disease now confirmed 
in Kona and HVNP
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Gabbard blasts Ige
on dengue response

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Gov. David Ige didn’t 
budge Friday afternoon after 
U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard 
(D-Hawaii) called for 
him to declare a state of 
emergency in response to 
Hawaii Island’s ongoing 
dengue fever outbreak.

Spokeswoman Cindy 
McMillan told the Tribune-
Herald he “continues to work 

with the county 
to stamp out 
the fever,” but 
that no addi-
tional measures 
were planned 
at the time.

Ige’s 
response, or lack there-
of, came a few hours after 
Gabbard issued a statement 
Friday criticizing his response 
to the outbreak and calling 
on him to dedicate more 

resources to the 
effort to slow 
the spread of 
the mosqui-
to-borne virus.

“The dengue 
fever outbreak 
on the Big 

Island continues to worsen. 
We cannot afford to wait 
any longer for the aggressive 
action necessary to combat the 
spread of this serious disease,” 
she said in the statement. 

“An emergency proclamation 
from the governor is long 
overdue. There have already 
been 242 confirmed cases 
of dengue fever on Hawaii 
Island, creating a public 
health emergency affecting 
our residents and visitors, and 
Hawaii Island’s economy. 
They deserve our state’s full 
attention and resources to do 
what it takes to put an end 
to this outbreak and prevent 
it from becoming endemic 

and spreading to other parts 
of the island and state.”

The congresswoman 
requested Ige deploy state 
resources, including the 
Hawaii National Guard, to 
assist with mosquito abate-
ment, public information 
and providing “completely 
free testing for those with 
suspected symptoms of 
this incurable disease.”

Congresswoman: Emergency proclamation from governor long overdue

GABBARD IGE
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Suspect 
makes initial 
appearance

MURDER CASE

See FORCED Page A5 BUMATAY ALAMEDA SOUZA

Next court 
appearance
• Hilo Family 
Judge Henry 
Nakamoto 
ordered Eric 
James Fontes 
Jr. to appear for 
a preliminary 
hearing at 2 
p.m. Monday 
in Hilo District 
Court.
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to be labeled as such.
“If it’s only 10 per-

cent, it’s not Hawaii 
coffee,” Ruderman told 
the Tribune-Herald 
on Thursday. “It’s 
deceptive labeling.”

The Senate bill also 
would require all geo-
graphic regions used 
in the blend be listed 
in descending order.

“It’s simply requir-
ing honest labeling, like 
every other product you 
see,” Ruderman said. 
“The ingredients are 
listed in order. Coffee 
doesn’t follow that rule.”

“These labels, at the 
top, say Royal Kona 
and Kona this and Kona 
that, and down in the 
small print, pursuant to 
state law, they put ‘Ten 
percent Kona blend,’” 
said Bruce Corker, pres-
ident of the Kona Coffee 
Farmers Association, 

which counts 278 local 
farmers as members. 
“Most tourists, as with 
most of us who are con-
sumers, never get beyond 
the print at the top, (and) 
they are disappointed, 
and it damages the rep-
utation of the crop.”

The labeling issue 
centers on Kona blends 
and has been a source of 
contention for decades: 
attempts to create a 
standard began in the 
mid-1980s. In 1986, a 
proposed bill requiring 
the 10 percent minimum 
was vetoed by then-Gov. 
George Ariyoshi. Five 
years later, the current 
standards were approved.

Since then, multiple 
bills have been intro-
duced in the House and 
Senate to address the 
10 percent regulation. 
A bill introduced last 
year in the House did 

not receive a hearing 
and was carried over to 
the current session.

A Hawaii County 
Council resolution 
adopted in 2014 seek-
ing state legislation for 
“truth-in-labeling” for 
Hawaii-grown coffees 
notes that blend label-
ing bills typically have 
been opposed by large 
Honolulu-based blend-
ers. Most coffee growers 
in the state are based 
on the Big Island.

The county resolu-
tion was introduced by 
former Councilwoman 
Brenda Ford and 
passed unanimously.

“We did have a lot of 
concern coming from the 
coffee farmers,” current 
council chairman Dru 
Kanuha said. He said the 
resolution was a “way 
to support the bills that 
were going through the 

state at the time … every 
year it comes up.”

Ruderman said this 
is the third time he 
has introduced legis-
lation concerning the 
matter, and that it was 
part of a larger effort 
to support local agri-
culture and farmers.

“We need to fix the 
fact that we don’t protect 
our brand,” he said. “You 
don’t see Idaho potatoes 
that aren’t from Idaho 
… we are an outlier.”

“Hawaii is the only 
state in the country and 
the only region anywhere 
in the world that lets 
marketers use the name 
of a heritage crop like 
Kona coffee with as little 
as 10 percent,” Corker 
said. “It’s a disgrace.”

“Our preference 
would be that it ought 
to be like Champagne,” 
he added. “The Kona 

name should only be 
used for 100 percent, but 
the minimum reasonable 
amount is 51 percent.”

Tom Greenwell, presi-
dent of Greenwell Farms 
in Kealakekua, was out-
spoken about the blends 
when legislation was 
first approved in 1991, 
calling the 10 percent 
standard “false advertis-
ing.” But now, he said, 
he is more concerned 
about the quality of 
coffee consisting exclu-
sively of Kona beans.

“To me, that’s proba-
bly the biggest issue out 
there today,” Greenwell 
said. “That’s where 
I’m concentrating, is 
keeping the quality of 
our 100 percent Kona 
high. I really believe 
that the blend is not a 
big factor on my sales 
of 100 percent Kona.

“The biggest problem 

is there’s a lot of 100 
percent Kona out there 
that’s terrible. I think that 
on average, the farmers 
that produce cherry and 
sell coffee to processors 
really don’t care about 
the blend. They care 
about selling their prod-
uct, and they need the 
best price they can get.”

Greenwell said coffee 
prices are up this year 
thanks to the increasing 
cost of farming, due 
in no small part to the 
negative impact of the 
coffee borer beetle.

“It’ll probably stay 
up, but, you know, even 
at $40 a pound, it’s 
still less than a dollar 
a pound for a cup of 
coffee,” he said. “If you 
enjoy coffee, it’s still one 
of the most affordable 
beverages out there.”

Email Ivy Ashe at iashe@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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She also called for 
the governor to appoint 
a “Dengue Czar,” who 
would oversee and 
coordinate response 
efforts by various agen-
cies and the public.

Gabbard pointed out 
that the exposure rate for 
dengue on Hawaii Island 
had climbed from one in 
185,079 people Oct. 21 
to one in 849 residents, 
as well as three out of 
every 50,000 visitors.

“This constitutes an 
average infection rate of 
67 residents and seven 
visitors every month 
since this outbreak 
began,” according to the 
statement. “Additionally, 
the same mosquito that 
carries dengue fever is 
also a carrier of the Zika 
virus, which is ‘spreading 
explosively,’ according to 

U.N. health officials, who 
are currently considering 
declaring an internation-
al health emergency.”

In a phone interview 
late Friday afternoon, 
Gabbard said she had 
not yet been notified by 
the governor’s office 
about his decision to 
not proclaim an emer-
gency for the state.

“My hope, and my 
purpose for making a 
public plea is that he 
will hear the voices,” she 
said. “The very frustrat-
ed, passionate and even 
some angry voices of 
the residents of Hawaii 
Island in some of these 
hard-hit communities 
who are really pleading 
for help. Those pleas 
are warranted and this 
help is urgently needed 
and long overdue.”

She added that her 
decision was informed 
by a visit to the Big 
Island last Friday, when 
she met with state and 
county officials respond-
ing to the outbreak. She 
also was swayed by 
a strong social media 
campaign organized by 
community leaders on 
sites such as the Hawaii 
Dengue Fever Awareness 
group on Facebook.

Gabbard’s call was 
applauded by two 
Big Island lawmakers 
who called for almost 
exactly the same 
response months ago.

“I think it’s becoming 
clear to more people we 
can’t afford to let the 
outbreak go on much 
longer or let it spread to 
the other islands,” said 
state Sen. Josh Green 

(D-Kona) who, along 
with state Rep. Richard 
Creagan (D-Naalehu) 
took the state Department 
of Health to task last fall, 
calling the department’s 
response to the out-
break tepid, and calling 
for emergency funds, 
military involvement, 
direct involvement by 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
free and mobile testing 
labs and other measures.

“I appreciate Rep. 
Gabbard coming in with 
all guns blazing,” Green 
said. “I think the com-
bination of dengue and 
the eruption of the Zika 
virus is scary. It shouldn’t 
be lost on people that 
Brazil is using its mil-
itary to fight Zika.”

In Senate Bill 2465 
this session, Green is 

seeking an audit of the 
DOH response to the out-
break and $500,000 for 
dengue control efforts.

Creagan said emergen-
cy funds could be used 
to buy more mosquito 
traps and to immediately 
train more Vector Control 
workers rather than wait-
ing for the passage of 
bills introduced this ses-
sion for the same purpose.

“The emergency dec-
laration would free up 
money that could be used 
immediately,” he said.

Gabbard’s rec-
ommendations to 
Ige also included:

• Allocation of resourc-
es to the state Department 
of Health to launch a 
“comprehensive public 
information and public 
engagement campaign. 
Current ‘Fight the Bite’ 

efforts fall far short of 
providing residents and 
visitors with the infor-
mation they need.”

• A full-time entomol-
ogist on Hawaii Island 
dedicated to eradication, 
reduction and preven-
tion of further spread 
of the dengue virus.

• Allocation of 
resources to hire Vector 
Control personnel, and 
to purchase equipment 
and supplies to augment 
insecticide spraying.

• And free sup-
ply and distribution 
of mosquito traps.

Tribune-Herald Staff 
Writer Tom Callis and 
West Hawaii Today Staff 
Writer Bret Yager con-
tributed to this report.

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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cases of (ohia wilt) mor-
tality over in Kona, but 
now we’re seeing just 
how prevalent it is at this 
time. It’s still not nearly 
as extensive as what we 
have been seeing in Puna, 
but it’s possible for Kona 
to become that way.

“What’s disappointing 
is, we had hoped that 
the fungus would not be 
as virulent on the Kona 
side. We were hoping it 
would experience some 
environmental con-
straints, like it was too 
dry over there, but that 
doesn’t seem to be the 
case, unfortunately.”

The disease also was 
found to be in Hawaiian 
Ocean View Estates, 
which was particularly 
surprising, Hughes said.

“It’s very dry and very 
open in Ocean View. That 
was a surprise, and a 
disappointment,” he said. 
“Because if it can survive 
there, it’s a good indica-
tor that (rapid ohia death) 
is capable of handling a 
lot of the environmental 

conditions on the Big 
Island. We’re concerned 
that there may not be 
too many places where 
ohia is growing and 
where (the disease) can’t 
survive. We wonder if 
those places even exist.”

Ohia forests cover 
approximately 865,000 
acres of land across the 
state and are considered 
the primary species 
providing habitat for 
countless plants, ani-
mals and invertebrates, 
according to the DLNR. 
They make up about 
75 percent of Hawaii 
native forests, Hughes 
added. These forests 
also protect watersheds 
that provide significant 
agriculture and drinking 
water across the state.

Philipp LaHaela 
Walter, the state resource 
and survey forester for 
the DLNR Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife, 
said the recent survey 
used two surveyors at 
a time, flying a total 
of 8.5 hours over state, 

federal and private 
lands covering about 
two-thirds of the Big 
Island’s ohia forests.

“Our next steps are 
to cover the rest of the 
ohia forests with fol-
low-up flights and to 
ground-truth the aerial 
operation,” he said. “One 
of our priorities will be to 
double-check the Kohala 
area, where rapid ohia 
death may have been 
detected for the first time 
by our aerial survey.”

The DLNR also 
announced that its 
survey confirmed the 
presence of rapid ohia 
death within Hawaii 
Volcanoes National 
Park for the first time.

“It’s sad but not 
unexpected that we 
have a confirmed case 
of rapid ohia death 
in Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park,” said 
Cindy Orlando, the 
park’s superintendent. 
“We are very concerned 
about the impacts to 
our cherished ohia that 

thrives throughout the 
park, and we will con-
tinue to implement the 
stringent measures devel-
oped by our interagency 
partners to prevent the 
spread of this devastating 
disease. We will also 
continue to sample trees 
throughout the park.”

The disease was first 
noticed in Puna forests 
around 2010. Four years 
later, scientists with 
the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Daniel 
K. Inouye Agriculture 
Research Service lab 
in Hilo positively 
identified the cause of 
the disease as a new 
strain of the fungus 
Ceratocystis fimbriata, 
which has been known 
for decades as a patho-
gen of the sweet potato.

Observations show 
that the disease can kill 
between 50 and 90 per-
cent of the ohia trees in 
a heavily infested area.

Scientists think its 
rapid spread around the 
island likely has been 

helped by hitching a 
ride on people, vehicles, 
equipment, ohia trees 
and products made from 
them. The state Board 
of Agriculture placed 
a quarantine on ohia in 
August, restricting all 
movement of ohia trees 
and their products to the 
other Hawaiian Islands.

“We know that the 
state Department of 
Agriculture’s moratorium 
on the transport and ship-
ment of ohia plants and 
parts is having a positive 
effect on curbing the 
spread,” said J.B. Friday, 
an extension forester with 
the University of Hawaii 
College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Human 
Resources. “It’s impossi-
ble to determine whether 
the ban on ohia shipping 
is 100 percent effective, 
and that’s why we are 
trying to get the word out 
to all forest users, nurs-
eries and lei makers that 
rapid ohia death is fast 
killing what is considered 
one of the most important 

forest trees in Hawaii.”
Research into treat-

ments for the rapid ohia 
death fungus continues at 
the USDA Agricultural 
Research Service lab in 
Hilo. Investigation into 
how it spreads also is 
being conducted, with 
potential culprits being 
insects, underground via 
roots, on small wood or 
dust particles, on clothing 
and shoes, and possibly 
on animals. Ultimately, 
scientists hope by iden-
tifying what is spread-
ing the fungus, they’ll 
be able to mitigate its 
devastating impacts.

Meanwhile, four 
bills seeking funding to 
fight rapid ohia death 
are currently working 
their way through the 
state Legislature. They 
include Senate Bills 3047 
and 2271, and House 
Bills 2675 and 1597.

For more information, 
visit rapidohiadeath.org.

Email Colin M. 
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According to an 
autopsy, the victim 
was Bumatay, and he’d 
been shot twice in the 
head, documents state.

Alameda told detec-
tives he feared for his 
life and thought Fontes 
would have shot him 
had he not helped 
dispose of the body, 
documents state.

Souza reported 
Fontes threatened to 

kill him and his entire 
family if he decided to 
“squeal” or “rat,” accord-
ing to documents.

Alameda, 41, was 
taken into custody 
by police Jan. 13 and 
charged with failure to 
appear and two counts 
of contempt of court.

Souza, 43, was arrest-
ed Jan. 25 and charged 
with violating probation.

Another witness, 

identified in documents as 
Sharina Pavao, reportedly 
told detectives Fontes 
took her on a ride to a 
remote area in Pepeekeo, 
where he bragged about 
shooting Bumatay and 
making Alameda and 
Souza chop up the body.

Pavao said she thought 
Fontes was going to kill 
her, and he threatened 
her mother and children, 
saying they would “go 

away for a long time,” 
according to documents.

The documents 
didn’t disclose a motive 
for the slaying.

Fontes, who is charged 
with second-degree 
murder, second-degree 
theft, being a felon in 
possession of a fire-
arm, two counts of 
first-degree terroristic 
threatening, and a single 
count of second-degree 

terroristic threatening, 
made his initial court 
appearance Friday.

He appeared to be 
dabbing at tears with a 
tissue as Hilo Family 
Judge Henry Nakamoto 
ordered him to appear 
for a preliminary hear-
ing at 2 p.m. Monday 
in Hilo District Court.

Fontes also plead-
ed not guilty Friday in 
Hilo Circuit Court to 

second-degree promo-
tion of a dangerous drug 
and drug paraphernalia. 
Judge Greg Nakamura 
ordered him to appear 
for trial on those charges 
at 9 a.m. June 20.

Fontes is in custody 
at Hawaii Community 
Correctional Center in 
lieu of $727,000 bail.

Email John Burnett at 
jburnett@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.
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The window to apply 
for one of the state’s med-
ical marijuana dispensary 
licenses has closed.

On Friday, the 2 
1/2-week online sub-
mission period ended, 
and the state Department 

of Health is expect-
ed to announce its 
selections April 15.

Hawaii County was 
awarded two dispensary 
licenses. Each licensee 
will be allowed to oper-
ate up to two production 

centers and two retail 
locations. Statewide, eight 
licenses will be issued.

Efforts to reach a 
DOH spokesperson 
Friday for informa-
tion about applications 
were unsuccessful by 

press time Friday.
Each applicant had 

to pay a nonrefundable 
$5,000 license application 
fee. Those chosen also 
will pay a fee of $75,000 
for each approved 
license within seven days 

and renew that license 
for $50,000 yearly.

They also must have 
at least $1 million in 
financial resources for 
each application, plus 
at least $100,000 for 
each retail location.

Dispensary 
license 

application 
period ends


