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TRAVELNATIONSPORTS

By JASON ARMSTRONG
Tribune-Herald staff writer

New energy-efficiency building 
standards Hawaii County plans to 
start enforcing in May will be 
expensive, possibly unnecessary 
and may outlaw common home 
designs, says Puna Councilwoman 
Emily Naeole-Beason.

She has introduced a bill that 
would delay implementation of the 

modified 2006 Inter-
national Energy Con-
servation Code seven 
months until Jan. 11, 
2011.

The postponement 
is intended to provide 
time to assess the law 
Naeole-Beason and 
her colleagues unanimously passed 
last year.

Because of the limited time until 
the law’s effective date, her bill 
has been waived from committee 
review and is set to be considered 
by the full council during its April 
7 meeting in Hilo, according to 
Naeole-Beason’s staff.

The law has upset people and 
will make home construction unaf-
fordable for some, she said in a 
statement issued Friday.

“This will have a major impact 
in residential construction by elim-
inating single-wall construction, 
large, open-screened windows, 
and many other currently common 
construction practices that make 
Hawaii housing unique and island 
living friendly,” Naeole-Beason 
said in a draft e-mail she plans to 
send to Big Island architects. 

Naeole-Beason said she doesn’t 

want people to stop building “plan-
tation-style” dwellings like the one 
in which she was raised.

“There are serious concerns 
about the necessity of this code 
for the County of Hawaii and the 
county’s preparedness to properly 
enforce this code,” she added in her 
one-page e-mail.

Park extends 
deadline for 
hotel bidders

Councilwoman: New standards are costly, will hinder construction

NAEOLE-
BEASON

See DELAY Page A8

Fujiyama says concerns remain 
over Volcano House prospectus

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

The National Park Ser-
vice has extended the dead-
line for interested conces-
sioners to submit bids to 
operate the Volcano House.

NPS commercial servic-
es specialist Kim Gagliolo 
announced in an e-mail 
that the original deadline of 
March 16 had been pushed 
back to June 30.

“Additionally, the Nation-
al Park Service is currently 
revisiting elements of the 
original prospectus and will 
provide a modification to 
the solicitation package and 
notify all interested parties 
as soon as possible,” the e-

mail read.
The extension means 

that the Volcano House will 
more than likely be closed 
four to five months lon-
ger than originally planned, 
said Walt Poole, Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park 
concessions management 
specialist.

The historic hotel and 
restaurant situated above 
Kilauea Caldera closed its 
doors at the beginning of the 
new year so that contractors 
could begin a $3.5 million 
renovation project, includ-
ing seismic retrofitting and 
fire suppression upgrades.

See HOTEL Page A8

Can Google fix 
isles’ Web woes?

By MARK NIESSE
Associated Press

HONOLULU — Stuck 
in the Internet slow lane, 
Hawaii and its sluggish net-
work are hoping Google 
will ride to the rescue.

Through online petitions, 
a Facebook fan page and a 
YouTube video by the gov-
ernor, Hawaii wants to per-
suade Google to choose the 
islands for one of its experi-
mental fiber-optic networks, 
which could bring Internet 

speeds 100 times faster than 
those currently available to 
most Americans.

The search engine giant 
is launching the experi-
ment to test new ways to 
build fiber networks and to 
demonstrate the power of 
quick Internet to phone and 
cable companies. It invited 
all comers to say how they 
might benefit, and hundreds 
of communities from across 
the country have submitted 
bids arguing that they’re the 
best location for the experi-
ment.

Hawaii’s efforts may be 
a tough sell. 

Legislature will 
consider ways to 
speed up access

See GOOGLE Page A7

From
‘I’m walking down the

runway, and then I start
 running. ... And by then I’m 

already bawling.’

Paris,
withlove

Kona boy proposes 
to Hilo girl beneath 

the lights of 
Eiffel Tower

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Seven years ago, Mark Damaso gave 
his new girlfriend a stool he made for 
her in eighth-grade woodshop.

It was the first of many gifts he 
would hand-fashion for Farida Padamada. 
But none of them displayed quite the depth 
of feeling as his latest token of affection.

Nor the height.
Call it a unique crossbreed of clichés. 

Something between “From Here to Eter-
nity” and “Sabrina”: Kona boy meets Hilo 
girl. Hilo girl dreams of someday visiting 
Paris. Kona boy builds 20-foot-tall replica 
of Eiffel Tower in backyard and asks Hilo 
girl to marry him.

Yes, you read that correctly.
Even at 21, Damaso knows his way 

around tools. A carpenter for Takamine 
Construction, he says that his love affair 
with woodwork began at the same time as 
his love affair with Padamada.

At right: Standing together in the glow of 
their very own Eiffel Tower, Mark Damaso 

pops the question to his beloved Frida 
Padamada on a recent night in Hilo.  

WILLIAM ING/Tribune-Herald

Farida Padamada and her fiance, 
Mark Damaso.

Years after being damaged in quakes, Hulihee Palace reopens to public
Hulihee Palace 

reopened to the 
public Saturday 

morning with 
free self-guided 

tours, local 
crafts and food.

CHELSEA JENSEN/
Stephens Media

By CHELSEA JENSEN
Stephens Media

Shoes and slippers lined Huli-
hee Palace’s entryway Saturday as 
residents and visitors meandered 
about the 172-year-old royal vaca-
tion home taking in its history and 
beauty for the first time since the 
museum closed its doors to the pub-
lic more than three years ago.

Severely damaged by the Octo-
ber 2006 magnitude 6.7 and 6.0 
earthquakes, the palace closed in 
January 2007 to undergo more than 
$1.5 million in renovation work 
to repair numerous cracks, broken 

ceiling plaster and Princess Ruth 
Keelikolani’s portable writing desk 
and a calabash bowl belonging to 
King David Kalaukaua that were 
chipped during the temblors.

“It was absolutely devastating 
to see all of the hard work done 
by curators and keepers over the 
years become such destruction. It 

was a disaster really,” said palace 
administrator Fanny Au Hoy, noting 
all of the museum’s artifacts were 
repaired, shined and on display. “It 
is my hope that this treasure will 
be open for another 100 years. We 
need to avoid losing these treasures 
because it’s important that people 
know their history.”

Hundreds of people spent the 
day enjoying a free self-guided tour 
of the palace and perusing vari-
ous booths featuring crafts, wood-
working, plants and foods of all 

On the Web
Hulihee Palace: http://www.
huliheepalace.org/visiting.htm

See PALACE Page A8
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Setting the record straight
The Hawaii Tribune-

Herald believes in cor-
recting its errors. If you 
would like to report an 
error, call Editor David 
Bock at 930-7323 Mon-

day through Friday, or 
Associate Editor Rich-
ard Palmer at 930-7324, 
Tuesday through Sat-
urday. Corrections will 
appear in this space.

Citizens arrested and charged

Police say 17-year-
old Celine Courier of 
Pahoa, who was report-

ed missing, returned 
home unharmed Mon-
day night.

Police find missing isle teen

HOTEL From front page

DELAY From front page

Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine or 
appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to appear 
means not showing up in court on the date written on 
a traffic citation.

Naeole-Beason asks the 
unnamed architects to sup-
port her bill intended to “give 
time to do a thorough review 
of the new code as to its 
necessity, cost effectiveness, 
requirements, and impact on 
the residential lifestyles pres-
ently found in Hawaii.”

She’s proposing a review 
committee be assembled to 
perform the analysis.

“It is very important that 
local architects and mechan-
ical engineers that will be 
continuously dealing with 
the new requirements partic-
ipate in the review process, 
and we ask for your assis-
tance,” Naeole-Beason adds 
in her letter to architects.

Boone Morrison, a Vol-
cano architect with 43 years’ 
experience, called the pro-
posed delay “an excellent 
idea” and expressed willing-
ness to serve on a review 

committee.
“It’s a rather one-size-fits-

all document,” he said of the 
law.

It’s designed for a more-
northern climate like San 
Francisco and would have 
“unintended consequences” 
if applied here, Morrison 
said.

“We have a law that was 
generated by people who 
don’t understand our unique 
environment,” he said.

For example, Morrison 
said his designs call for 
wall insulation with an “R-
11” value, while the new 
law requires thicker, more 
expensive “R-19” insulation 
and larger wall studs to con-
tain it.

“It’s overkill,” he said, 
noting similar energy savings 
can be achieved by incor-
porating air-flow and other 
natural-cooling designs into 

new homes.
Morrison said another 

provision would require 
window tinting, preventing 
sunlight from heating homes 
like his Volcano dwelling.

“I tell you up mauka, I’m 
screwed. I can’t warm my 
home,” he said. 

But the law has supporters 
like Kohala Councilman Pete 
Hoffmann, who authored it.

Noting the requirements 
were tailored to fit Hawaii’s 
environment, Hoffmann said 
he can’t understand why 
people feel energy-efficien-
cy construction would cost 
them extra money.

“The payback on this is 
almost immediate,” he said. 
“Given the amount of our 
energy bill, this is a huge 
savings for the people on the 
island.”

Hoffmann’s also puzzled 
at the sudden opposition 

and feels the initial year-
long delay in implementing 
the law already provided the 
time Naeole-Beason is seek-
ing to study it.

“I think we’re delaying 
savings that are very impor-
tant to homeowners at this 
time,” he said.

Putting off the building 
requirements also will dis-
qualify Hawaii from com-
peting for “green” stimulus 
money the federal govern-
ment has been awarding, 
Hoffmann said.

“We have to do this or 
we’re not going to receive 
any stimulus money, now 
or in the future, regarding 
energy efficiency,” he added. 
“That’s certainly another 
reason not to delay imple-
mentation.”

E-mail Jason Armstrong 
at jarmstrong@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.

The park service’s origi-
nal plan called for a 10-year 
contract with a new conces-
sioner to begin July 1. The 
concessioner would then 
have six months to com-
plete a series of renovations 
for which it would have to 
foot the bill. According to 
the NPS plan, the facility 
would then be ready to open 
for business again on Jan. 
1, 2011.

“If the new deadline is 
June 30, then you’re look-
ing at another four or five 
months to the schedule,” 
Poole said.

He would not say why the 
deadline had been extended, 
other than to say that the 
NPS had decided to modify 
its request for solicitations.

Poole would not discuss 
the nature of the modifica-
tions.

Calls to Volcanoes 
National Park Superinten-
dent Cynthia Orlando and 
park press information offi-
cer Mardie Lane were not 
returned as of press time.

Ken Fujiyama, who held 

the contract at the facility 
for the last 26 years, told 
the Tribune-Herald in mid-
January that he would not 
be submitting a bid by the 
original March 16 deadline. 
But on Friday, he said that 
he might reconsider if the 
park service addressed his 
reservations in its modifi-
cations to the solicitation 
package.

“Originally, there were 
too many things in the pro-
spectus we didn’t agree on,” 
he said. “If they changed the 
prospectus to include things 
we agree on, then it would 
be acceptable (to make a 
bid). It didn’t make eco-
nomic sense at the time.

“It’s a great property,” he 
added, “but it has to make 
economic sense.”

Fujiyama said there were 
two main areas of concern 
for him in the original pro-
spectus.

The first is the prospec-
tus’ LSI, or “Leasehold Sur-
render Interest,” stipulation. 
The LSI would limit the 
amount of compensation the 

concessioner would receive 
at the end of their lease for 
renovations done to improve 
the property, Fujiyama said.

“If you put money into 
improving the property, 
normally at the end of the 
contract, the concessioner 
has the right to get money 
back that they put in, less 
physical depreciation. The 
park limited the amount you 
could get back,” he said.

Secondly, Fujiyama took 
issue with the fees the park 
proposed charging its new 
concessioner. His most 
recent contract with the 
NPS, which ended on Dec. 
31, required a concessioner 
fee of 5.5 percent of total 
revenue. The park is cur-
rently asking for 12.5 per-
cent, as well as .5 percent 
for maintenance.

“Thirteen percent right 
off the top has to go to the 
park,” Fujiyama said. “For a 
restaurant to pay 13 percent 
on the gross ... my good-
ness!”

Other proposed chang-
es would only add to the 

difficulty of paying that 
higher fee, Fujiyama said, 
including the removal of the 
Ohia Wing from the con-
tract, which accounts for 
10 rooms, and the combin-
ing of the facility’s two gift 
shops into a single store.

“One is not enough to 
handle the amount of people 
coming in there. If you have 
a bus dropping off a group, 
and they have lunch and 
then head into the gift shop, 
they have their hands full 
of merchandise, and all of 
a sudden the bus is ready 
to go. They would leave 
the merchandise behind, 
because the cashiers can’t 
process them fast enough,” 
he said.

“Basically, you’ve taken 
away two revenue sources.”

Calls seeking comment 
from other concessioners 
who have expressed interest 
in the Volcano House went 
unreturned Friday after-
noon.

E-mail Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.

Big Island police have arrested and charged the 
following individuals:

● John Patrick Rapozo, 36, of Keaau with bail 
jumping, violating release on bail or supervised 
release  two counts each of reckless driving and 
resisting an order to stop, unauthorized entry to a 
motor vehicle, three counts of unauthorized con-
trol of a propelled vehicle, plus excessive speeding 
and driving too fast for conditions.

● Cherrelle Kehaulani Lopez, 23, of criminal 
contempt of court.

● Dayson James Eblacas, 23, of violating proba-
tion.

● Brandon Shane Kalani Castillias, 21, of Hilo 
with contempt of court.

● Michael Carl Mierop, 24, of Naalehu with 
theft and promoting a detrimental drug.

● Genaro Smart, 33, of Holualoa with contempt 
of court.

● Lisa Kuulei Warren, 40, of Kurtistown with 
promoting a dangerous drug and possessing drug 
paraphernalia.

● Clifford Blake Douglas, 32, of Kona with 
DUI, driving without a license and driving without 
insurance.

● Vance James Contessa, 58, of Captain Cook 
with DUI and driving while drinking.

● Shawn Ikaika Kahakua, 19, of Kailua-Kona 
with violating release on bail or supervised 
release.

● Jesse Kealii Alapai, 19, of Kailua-Kona with 
failure to appear.

● Juslyn Marie Crivello, 31, of Pahoa with 
shoplifting.

● Laura Ann Muhlhahn, 50, of Mountain View 
with commercial promotion of marijuana, promot-
ing a  dangerous drug and two counts of possess-
ing drug paraphernalia.

● Anthony Gregory Corrado, 23, of Kapaau 
with DUI.

● Shante Costa-Isabel, 19, of Hilo with abuse of 
a family/household member.

● Kapeka Ana Grover, 25, of Honomu with two 
counts of violating probation.

● Brandon Kehaokanohona Lum Won, 35, of 
Kailua-Kona with contempt of court.

● Duane Dennis Perreira, 46, no address listed, 
with contempt of court.

● Robin Gari McIntyre, 45, of Kailua-Kona 
with failure to appear.

● Marvin E. Medeiros, 55, of Captain Cook 
with failure to appear.

● Angelina Michelle Ualani Mamone-McK-
eague, 32, no address listed, with promoting a 
dangerous drug, promoting a detrimental drug and 
possessing drug paraphernalia.

● Gilbert Aquino, 49, of Hilo with abuse of a 
family/household member.

● Shannon K. Paea, 19, of Kailua-Kona with 
contempt of court and violating probation.
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“We met at a friend’s 
house in Kona,” he said. “I 
made her a stool in wood-
shop, and I think that was 
when I learned how much I 
liked making things.”

In turn, Padamada 
became enamored with 
Damaso. And French.

“I took French in high 
school. That’s what sparked 
my interest in Paris,” said 
the 2006 Hilo High grad. 
“That’s where I wanted to 
go after my graduation, but, 
financially, it’s not very 
feasible right now.”

As a nursing student 
set to graduate in May, the 
21-year-old Padamada says 
she hasn’t had the money to 
make her dream come true.

So, Damaso did what he 
does best — and nabbed 
himself a fiancee in the 
process.

“He decided to bring 
Paris to me,” Padamada 
said with an enormous 
smile across her face.

Damaso made up his 
mind about two years ago 
that he would ask his girl-
friend to marry him under 
an Eiffel Tower replica.

Damaso began his task 
of recreating Paris’ most 
recognizable tourist des-
tination by formulating a 
plan. This was no typical, 
back-of-a-napkin sketch, 
however.

“First of all, I had to 
draw it, to scale it, from the 
original blueprint, which 
I found online,” he said. 
“Then it was just going 
with a protractor and a ruler 
and trying to figure out the 
degrees to scale it down. 
There are some modifica-
tions, but I tried to replicate 
it as much as possible, as 
much as I could.”

Two months ago, he 
dove into the construction, 
using a mixture of wood, 
metal, screws, nails, paint 
and lights. He built three 
large sections that were 
hidden in Padamada’s cous-
in’s backyard.

“He usually fails at sur-

prises, so this was a really 
big surprise,” said Padama-
da’s cousin, Arlene Lubong, 
who watched Damaso slav-
ing away on the project in 
her yard.

Lubong said she and 
Damaso put a lot of effort 
into ensuring Padamada 
wouldn’t find out about the 
plan.

“He asked me for 
advice, like what should we 
tell her if she comes over 
and asks what he’s doing 
here,” she said. “We said 
he should tell her he was 
building a playhouse for 
my daughter.”

Damaso would tell Pad-
amada that he had to work 
late shifts, or he would tell 
her he had to help friends 
and family with projects. 
Then he would head to her 
cousin’s house and continue 
his labor of love, some-
times working into the wee 
hours of the morning before 
heading home.

Ultimately, however, 
Padamada admits to being 
oblivious to the white lies 
Damaso told in order to 
work his magic.

“Usually, we’re not very 
good at surprising each 

other,” she said. “I don’t 
know if it’s intuition or 
whatever. Every anniver-
sary (of our first meeting) 
for the past six years, we’ve 
always known what each 
other’s gifts were. I don’t 
know how that works — if 
it’s clues from everyday 
conversation, I don’t know. 
We just kind of play along 
though and pretend to be 
surprised.

“But this one, yeah, he 
surprised me,” she added.

Once all the pieces of 
the puzzle were in place, 
Damaso enlisted the help 
of his brothers, George 
and Kenny Damaso, and 
his brother-in-law, Charlie 
Garganta, to help him carry 
the pieces and assemble his 
surprise.

Seven years to the day of 
their first meeting, the cou-
ple made plans to meet at 
a party, and Padamada was 
waiting for his arrival when 
Damaso hatched his plan.

“I get a call at 8 o’clock, 
and he goes, ‘I’m sorry, I 
left my keys in my truck 
and I’m locked out. I don’t 
have a spare. You have the 
spare, can you come pick 
me up?’

“Now, this is, um, some-
thing that happens a lot,” 
she said with a laugh. “So 
it was totally believable.”

Padamada and her 
mother jumped in the car 
and headed to University 
Heights Park, finding Dam-
aso standing in front of 
the huge wooden structure 
holding a guitar.

Damaso had lined the 
walkway with candles. One 
of Damaso’s brothers hand-
ed Padamada a dozen roses 
as the other hit the lights 
lining the tower.

“I’m walking down the 
runway, and then I start 
running,” Padamada said. 
“But then I stop because 
I’m in heels and I figure, 
‘Oh, this is not going to be 
good if I fall.’ So I slowed 
down, and when I get to 
him and I hug him, he says 
‘Wait, I have to play you 
a song.’ And by then I’m 
already bawling.”

Damaso, who had never 
played guitar before, had 
convinced a friend to teach 
him a single song, which he 
had been practicing for the 
last two years.

It was Adam Sandler’s 
“I Wanna Grow Old With 
You,” featuring such lyrics 
as:

“I wanna make you 
smile whenever you’re sad, 

carry you around when 
your arthritis is bad.

I’ll get you medicine 
when your tummy aches,

build you a fire if the 
furnace breaks.

Give you my coat when 
you are cold,

even let you hold the 
remote control.”

“I like it because it’s 
very pertinent to real rela-
tionships,” Padamada said.

Following the song, 
Damaso dropped to his 
knees and requested her 
hand in marriage.

The answer, in case you 
were worried, was “yes.”

E-mail Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.
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The couple sheath the main assembly of the Eiffel Tower 
with plastic wrap to protect it from the elements. They 
intend to keep the symbol of their love for each other, 
storing the disassembled components on a relative’s 
property.

types during the museum’s 
“Happy Day at Hulihee” 
celebration in Kailua-Kona. 
While the renovation work 
was blessed and the pal-
ace reopened in September 
2009 to its operators, the 
Daughters of Hawaii and 
Calabash Cousins as well as 
a few select tours, Saturday 
was the first time the pub-
lic was allowed inside the 
museum.

“When I first looked at 
the palace after the earth-
quakes I thought it wouldn’t 
be able to be saved. Now, it’s 
phenomenal, just wonder-
ful to see the palace open,” 
said Jackie Fenner, a British 
Columbia, Canada, resident 
who has vacationed on the 
Big Island since 1978. “I 
just couldn’t imagine Kona 
without it.”

Built in 1838 by Gov. 
John Adams Kuakini, the 
palace was restored by 
Connecticut-based John 
Canning Painting and Con-
servation Studios to how 
it looked in 1885, when 
Kalaukaua ruled the Hawai-
ian Kingdom. The attention 
paid to detail during renova-
tion will allow the palace to 
remain on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

Lifelong Kailua-Kona 
resident Josephine Barney 

said she is happy the palace 
is open once again offering 
Big Island children hands-
on ways to learn about 
Hawaii’s culture. 

“When we were kids we 
were awed by the palace. 
This was our playground. 
We used to help wash the 
porches in order to be able 
to swim in the pool,” said 
Barney who worked at the 
palace for about 12 years 
providing lauhala weaving 
lessons and tours to school 
children. “When we saw 
it after the earthquake and 
weren’t allowed near the 
palace, I was devastated. We 
were just hoping it wouldn’t 
be brought down because 
there’s so much here.”

Naalehu resident Kapu-
lani Kaupu said she cried 
when she saw the damage, 
but knew the community 
would pull together to save 
the historic landmark.

“Hawaiian culture always 
pulls together to keep the 
royalty going and preserve 
history,” said Kaupu. “It’s 
the firsthand experience 
with the kupuna — the one-
on-one experience — that 
teaches the history of our 
culture and I hope the pal-
ace will be open a lot more 
for the kids so our culture 
won’t die.”

PALACE From front page
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