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Find out who our most recent honoree is on PAGE B2
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At the state Department of Health Vector Control office Tuesday in Hilo, Mark Nishijima helps Ross Macana take off his 
backpack sprayer after a day of spraying for mosquitoes in Kalapana and Naalehu. Both men work for Hawaii County.

By COLIN M. STEWART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

It’s been almost a 
month since the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention weighed in 
on the public health 
response to the Big 
Island’s dengue fever out-
break, and officials say 
that as a result they have 

instituted 
a number 
of changes 
to the way 
they are 
combating 
the mos-
quito-borne 
virus.

In early December, 
the CDC released its 
first assessment of the 

multi-agen-
cy effort to 
control the 
spread of 
the disease, 
spear-
headed by 
Hawaii 

County Civil Defense. 
Following a compre-
hensive review, CDC 
Division of Vector-Borne 

Diseases chief Lyle 
Petersen reported that 
the state and county 
each reacted adequate-
ly, while noting room 
for improvement.

Petersen particular-
ly raised some specific 
concerns about mos-
quito-control efforts 

State, county adjust their anti-mosquito effort
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A sign on Kamehameha Avenue welcomes drivers to 
Downtown Hilo.

By IVY ASHE
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

If you’re happy 
and you know it, you 
might live in Hilo.

The town is one of 10 
locales named to Coastal 
Living magazine’s annual 
list of America’s “happi-
est seaside towns.” The 
unranked list of happiest 
towns was released Tuesday 
and appears in the mag-
azine’s February issue.

Online voting will 
determine which town is 
No. 1 for happiness.

“We’ve selected a 
Hawaiian finalist four of 
five years, but no Hawaiian 
town has been named 
the ultimate winner yet,” 
Coastal Living editor Steele 
Marcoux said in a statement 
to the Tribune-Herald.

Two Maui spots, Lahaina 
and Paia Town, were named 

Hilo named among ‘happiest’ seaside towns
Magazine puts E. Hawaii locale in top 10

See HAPPIEST Page A9

‘We have to maintain 
our vigilance’

See DENGUE Page A5

PARKOLIVEIRA

Possible 
explosive 
found

By BRET YAGER
West Hawaii Today

A Waimea towing company 
was evacuated Tuesday morning 
after a possible explosive device 
was found attached to the front 
fender of a vehicle that was 
towed to the yard following a 
weekend “Freedom Ride” rally.

An Army Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Unit arrived on scene 
about 6 p.m. Tuesday after 
police officers had blocked 
access to the Kauakea Street 
tow yard earlier in the day, and 
media and curious residents 
were cleared from the block.

“They told me to take my 
tow trucks and they’ll call me 
when I can come back,” said 
David McCollough, owner of 
Tow Guys east of Waimea, 
about what responders told 
him as he awaited the results 
of the day’s commotion.

McCollough said the mid-
1980s Mercury Topaz had 
a round, cylindrical device 

Device discovered 
on ‘Freedom Ride’ 
vehicle; towing 
company evacuated

WAIMEA

See EXPLOSIVE Page A9

Body 
found on 
Saddle

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

A man’s body was found ear-
ly Tuesday morning along the 
new Saddle Road, also known as 
the Daniel K. Inouye Highway, 
and police suspect foul play.

Shortly after 5 a.m. Tuesday, 
police received information that 
led officers to a silver Honda 
SUV that was parked against the 
flow of traffic near the 27-mile 
marker of the highway. An 
unresponsive man was inside.

“We have made positive iden-
tification through fingerprints. 
We have not been able to con-
tact the next of kin, but that’s 

Foul play suspected

See BODY Page A7



on Hawaii Island, as 
well as staffing lev-
els within the state 
Department of Health.

Those concerns did 
not fall on deaf ears, 
according to Civil 
Defense Administrator 
Darryl Oliveira.

Throughout the past 
month, mosquito-con-
trol teams comprised 
of state Vector Control 
workers — supported 
by county Department 
of Public Works and 
Parks and Recreation 
employees — stepped 
up spraying in areas of 
confirmed and suspected 
dengue cases, he said.

Even so, those work-
ers report that they are 
not feeling overtaxed, 
something Petersen 
warned could become an 
issue. Oliveira said the 
CDC likely was unaware 
of the support Vector 
Control workers were 
receiving from coun-
ty workers, who were 
trained to spray for mos-
quitoes shortly before the 
CDC’s visit to the island.

“I don’t think they 
were familiar with the 
idea that we would be 
supplementing our vector 
crews to provide a more 
sustained response,” he 
said. “With the current 
outbreak conditions and 
response, the vector team 
feels very comfortable 
that they have sufficient 
resources,” Oliveira said. 
“We’ve been able to 
keep up with demands.”

Oliveira said that 
the preventive spraying 
protocol has changed 
somewhat following 

Petersen’s report.
“The first thing he 

pointed out was the 
CDC was not aware of 
any scientific research 
to provide support that 
dishwashing liquid and 
water could be used as a 
larvicide (to kill juvenile 
mosquitoes),” he said.

Despite state workers 
having some success 
with soap and water 
making an impact on 
mosquito populations, 
they opted to follow the 
CDC’s recommendation 
that spray crews begin 
using a solution of bleach 
and water, and in some 
cases a larvicide known 
as VectoBac, Oliveira 
said. Meanwhile, they 
continue to spray an 
insecticide known as 
Aqua-Reslin to kill 
adult mosquitoes.

Oliveira added that the 
CDC will provide more 
input on dengue-control 
efforts here when they 
return later this month. 
That input will help 
public health officials 
decide when Hookena 
and Milolii beach parks 
could be safe to reopen, 
after being closed down 
once they were identified 
as high risk areas for 
people to potentially be 
infected with dengue.

“We’re waiting on the 
CDC, who will have an 
entomology team back 
on the island, and they’ll 
look at the time span 
that has transpired from 
the first cases associated 
with Hookena Beach 
Park, and what is the 
likelihood of having 
infected mosquitoes in 

the area,” Oliveira said. 
“… What we don’t want 
to do is open the beach 
prematurely, and then 
look back and say, ‘We 
should have kept the 
beach closed longer.’”

Meanwhile, State 
Epidemiologist Dr. 
Sarah Park and state 
Environmental Health 
Services chief Lynn 
Nakasone were in 
South Kona on Tuesday, 
doing an “on-the-
ground assessment” 
of mosquito-control 
efforts, Park said.

“We wanted to talk 
with the staff here and 

see what their perspec-
tive is on how things 
are going,” she said.

One such perspec-
tive is that the attention 
span of the public and 
the media appear to be 
waning, which could hurt 
the long-term chances of 
control efforts, she said.

“They’re worried 
that the public may 
not be as aware about 
protecting themselves 
from mosquitoes as 
they were during the 
early days,” Park said. 
“They’re worried people 
are getting fatigued.”

Because dengue can 

only propagate by being 
passed from human to 
mosquito and then back 
to human hosts, efforts 
to prevent human contact 
with mosquitoes can stop 
the disease in its tracks.

The state’s ongoing 
“Fight the Bite” cam-
paign has labored to 
inform the public about 
how to dress appropri-
ately, use insect repellent 
and how to clear their 
living areas of standing 
water, which mosqui-
toes use to breed. But 
if the public becomes 
fatigued with that mes-
sage and fails to follow 

the advice, the outbreak 
could continue for many 
more months, she said.

“We have to maintain 
our vigilance,” Park said.

As of Tuesday, the 
state had confirmed 
no new cases of den-
gue fever since Friday. 
The count remains at 
202 cases, with three 
individuals remaining 
potentially infectious.

For more infor-
mation, visit http://
health.hawaii.gov/docd/
dengue-outbreak-2015/.

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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Miyashiro, co-founder of Cafe 100, dies
By JOHN BURNETT

Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Evelyn Matsue Miyashiro, 
co-founder and retired 
owner of Cafe 100 in Hilo, 
died Dec. 28. She was 94.

The Waianae, Oahu-
born daughter of Okinawan 
immigrants opened the land-
mark Hilo restaurant in the 
Waiakea Town area of Hilo 
in 1946 with her husband, 
Richard, who died in 1982. 

They named it in trib-
ute to the 100th Infantry 
Battalion, a unit of Hawaii-
born Japanese-American 
soldiers in which Richard 
Miyashiro served during 
World War II, when 
Japanese-Americans faced 
bigotry at home because of 
the Pearl Harbor attack.

“She was compassionate 
and kind,” daughter Gail 
Miyashiro, who operates the 
popular eatery, said Tuesday. 
“On the other hand, she 
was the firm hand in the 
business. My dad would’ve 
given everything away to 
everyone, which he did. He 

probably would have run 
it broke, but my mom ran 
the ship, so to speak, and 
took care of the finances.”

The original restau-
rant was severely dam-
aged in the April Fools’ 
Day 1946 tsunami. 

The family repaired 
the restaurant, but it was 
washed away, along with 
the Miyashiros’ family 

home in Waiakea Town, 
in the tsunami that hit 
Hilo on May 23, 1960.

“They lost everything; 
a lot of people lost every-
thing,” Gail Miyashiro said.

The current Kilauea 
Avenue location 
opened in 1962.

“My dad was awarded the 
(Small Business Association) 
Small Businessman of the 
Year for the Western Region 
for rebuilding after the 
tsunami when President 
(Lyndon) Johnson was 
in office,” said daughter 
Kay Shintani. “My auntie 
always said Mom should’ve 
won the award, too.”

Richard and Evelyn 
Miyashiro left school after 
eighth grade to work and 
help support their families, 
making their accomplish-
ment of building and oper-
ating a restaurant that is 
still thriving 70 years later 
all the more remarkable.

The daughters said their 
mother, who was a mem-
ber of Kinoole Baptist 
Church and Hui Okinawa, 

was a strong Christian, 
didn’t allow employees 
to curse while at work, 
and insisted on courteous, 
proper customer service.

“She wanted an 
atmosphere where fam-
ilies were comfortable,” 
Gail Miyashiro said.

Visitation is 1:30-3 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 10, at 
Dodo Mortuary Chapel. 
Services are at 3 p.m. 
Casual attire; no flowers or 
koden (monetary gifts).

In addition to Gail 
Miyashiro and Kay (Wayne) 
Shintani, Matsue Miyashiro 
is survived by daugh-
ter, Gloria (Raymond) 
Kobayashi of Hilo; sis-
ters, Dorothy Terukina 
of Honolulu and Helen 
(Farrington) Blaisdell of 
Sacramento, Calif.; sister-
in-law, Betty Miyashiro 
of Springfield, Mo.; four 
grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren; neph-
ews, nieces and cousins.

Email John Burnett at 
jburnett@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.
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EVELYN MIYASHIRO

Federal judge 
tosses verdict in 
cruise injury case

SEATTLE (AP) — A fed-
eral judge Tuesday threw out 
a $21.5 million jury verdict 
awarded to an Illinois man who 
claimed he was injured during 
an around-the-world cruise in 
2011, after the man’s former 
assistant came forward to say 
he intentionally deleted emails 
that could have hurt his case.

U.S. District Judge Barbara 
Rothstein ordered a new trial, 
saying she found the assis-
tant’s testimony at a hearing 
last month credible — and that 
newly uncovered emails expose 
“grave inconsistencies” with 
James R. Hausman’s story.

Hausman, of Springfield, 
Ill., sued Seattle-based Holland 
America Line in 2013.

He said he suffered diz-
ziness and seizures after 
an automatic sliding glass 
door improperly closed and 
struck his head as the ves-
sel approached Honolulu.

After a two-week trial 
in October, a jury award-
ed him $21.5 million.

Member FDIC

Your new debit 
card comes with a 
thank you card.

•   Free FHB Online®, Mobile
Banking and Mobile Deposit2

•   Free eStatements3

•   No minimum balance
requirement
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CHECKING ACCOUNT1

1. The minimum deposit to open an account is $100.00 (or just $5 with Direct Deposit). Accounts with a zero balance for 30 consecutive days will be closed automatically. Business 
and corporate accounts do not qualify for this offer. This offer cannot be combined with any other promotional offer. No minimum balance required to avoid a monthly service 
charge. Miscellaneous fees and service charges do apply (e.g., insufficient funds or non-FHB ATM transaction charges). Receive a $10 76 gas card when you make a minimum of 
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