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Konawaena in semifinals
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DISORDER IN THE COURT: Defendant goes ballistic
A 33-year-old Hilo woman, 

allegedly pregnant, who failed 
to complete a court-ordered 
anger management program, 
was subdued Tuesday by sher-
iff’s deputies after she became 
agitated and violent during a 
court hearing.

Hilo Circuit 
Judge Glenn Hara 
ordered Ashley 
Mercado-Silva 
removed from 
the courtroom 
because of her 
outburst. The 
tirade occurred 

during a hearing on a motion 

filed by prosecutors to revoke 
her probation on a 2013 convic-
tion for felony theft, credit card 
theft and credit card fraud.

Mercado-Silva was arrested 
Monday on a no-bail warrant 
for allegedly violating her pro-
bation, including a nonclinical 
discharge from an anger man-
agement course she was ordered 

to complete as a condition of her 
probation.

Stanton Oshiro, Mercado-
Silva’s court-appointed attorney, 
requested further proceedings 
on the motion and asked that 
his client be granted supervised 
release. He added it was her first 

By JOHN BURNETT
Tribune-Herald staff writer
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The roof of a home on Kaheka Road in Kapoho collapsed because of pounding surf as 
water rushed onto land during the landfall of Hurricane Iselle in August. Representatives 
from the U.S. Small Business Administration will be in Pahoa through Nov. 6 assisting 
homeowners, renters, nonprofit organizations and businesses that received damage as a 
result of the storm to apply for low-interest loans.

SBA offers 
assistance
Low-interest loans available to Iselle victims 

for help with costs connected to damages

SBA Pahoa offi ce
• Location: 15-2910 
Kauhale St., Pahoa
• Hours: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday; 
closes 4 p.m. Nov. 6

Loan rates
• Home loans: 
2.063 percent
• Business loans: 4 percent
• Nonprofi t loans: 
2.625 percent
• Economic injury 
loans: 4 percent for 
businesses; 2.625 percent 
for nonprofi t organizations

The U.S. 
Small Business 
Administration is 
in Pahoa offering 
low-interest loans to 
victims of Tropical 
Storm Iselle.

Loans are avail-
able to homeowners, 
renters, nonprofit 
organizations and 
businesses in Hawaii 
County that received 
damage related to the 
storm from Aug. 7-9.

SBA officials are 

available at Pahoa 
Community Center to 
process applications 
and answer ques-
tions, said spokes-
man Gary Colton.

The represen-
tatives arrived 
Wednesday and will 
be at the center at 
15-2910 Kauhale 
St. through Nov. 6.

By TOM CALLIS
Tribune-Herald 

staff writer

HONOLULU (AP) 
— State officials say a 
tiger shark bit a woman’s 
paddleboard in waters off 
Maui and knocked her into 
the ocean.

The state Department 
of Land and Natural 
Resources said Wednesday 
two women were riding 
stand-up paddleboards in 
5 to 6 feet of water off 
Kihei when one saw a 
shark approach her friend’s 
board. The woman saw the 
shark bite the tail end of her 
friend’s board and knock 
her into the water.

No one was injured.
The close encounter 

follows two other shark 
incidents this week. Each 
happened in water turned 
murky brown by runoff 
from Hurricane Ana.

Department Chairman 
William Aila says these 
incidents should remind 
people to stay out of murky 
water and areas affected by 
runoff.

Paddleboarder 
knocked into 
waters off Maui

MERCADO-

SILVA

See DISORDER Page A5

Shark 
bites 
board

Public will have 
chance to weigh 
in on package

Big Island hunters will 
have more opportunities 
to bag feral pigs, goats 
and sheep under a pack-
age of changes to hunt-
ing rules set to go before 
the state Board of Land 
and Natural Resources on 
Friday.

The rules, which 
increase hunting days and 
bag limits, also require 
identification tags for 
hunting dogs, and allow 
the board to temporar-
ily close hunting areas, 
among other changes. 
The proposals are based 
on input from hunters and 
other citizens in 2010, and 
have been years in the 
making.

Hunters who can take 
only one pig per season 
in the Mauna Kea Game 
Management Area and 
Forest Reserve would be 
able to bag an animal a 
day with no season limit. 
Rather than being gov-
erned by special seasons, 
the area would be open 
year-round except on 
game bird hunting days.

Changes are proposed 

By BRET YAGER
Stephens Media Hawaii

HUNTING

New 
rules 
posed

See RULES Page A7

Panel 
offers 
backing

The state Senate Judiciary Committee 
gave its unanimous approval Wednesday 
to the confirmation of Margaret 
Masunaga as a district judge in Kona, 
despite a negative rating 
by the Hawaii State Bar 
Association.

The full Senate, in spe-
cial session to have the 
confirmation hearings con-
cerning Masunaga and two 
Oahu judicial nominations, 
is scheduled to vote at 11 a.m. today. 

Sen. Malama Solomon, a Democrat 
representing North Hawaii from Kona to 
Hilo, and the sole Big Island lawmaker 
on the seven-member committee, praised 
Masunaga after the committee hearing 
held in Honolulu.

“I know her personally,” Solomon 
said. “I think she has a lot of integrity.”

By NANCY COOK LAUER
Stephens Media Hawaii

CONFIRMATION HEARING

Full senate expected 
to vote on Masunaga 
nomination today

See MASUNAGA Page A7

MASUNAGA

Guilty plea 
entered in 
Puna murder

A 32-year-old Kurtistown man plead-
ed guilty Wednesday for his role in the 
slaying of a 44-year-old Hawaiian Acres 
man in late 2012.

Claude Keone Krause entered his plea 
to second-degree murder for the killing 
of Dante Peter Gilman on Dec. 28, 2012, 
at Gilman’s home. 

In exchange for his murder plea, pros-
ecutors dropped burglary, robbery, theft 
and three firearms charges.

He’s scheduled to be sentenced at 8 
a.m. Dec. 8 before Hilo Circuit Judge 
Glenn Hara. 

Under terms of the plea deal, Krause 

By JOHN BURNETT
Tribune-Herald staff writer
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Murder defendant Claude Keone Krause 
appears Wednesday in Hilo Circuit 
Court flanked by his attorneys, Kanani 
Laubach, left, and Ivan Van Leer.

See GUILTY Page A5

LENDING A HAND

See LOANS Page A7


