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Voting plan blasted
Plans to open a polling 

place Friday for two storm-
damaged precincts in Puna 
were moving ahead Tuesday 
despite a threat of a legal 
challenge from U.S. Rep. 
Colleen Hanabusa and criti-
cism from other politicians 

and both 
major politi-
cal parties.

Rex 
Quidilla, 
state Office 
of Elections 
spokesman, 
said let-
ters notify-

ing residents in precincts 

covering Hawaiian Paradise 
Park, Hawaiian Beaches 
and Hawaiian Shores of 
the plan were expected to 
be put in the mail Tuesday, 
and Hawaii County staff 
were placing banners adver-
tising the election in the 
communities.

Hanabusa may sue; many say Puna
residents need more time to heal 

Shipman Estate

Pictured is one of the papaya fields in and around Kapoho that was devasted by Tropical Storm Iselle.

As officials assess the damage 
inflicted by Tropical Storm Iselle, 
it’s evident the Big Island’s agri-
culture industry has sustained a 
severe blow.

Richard Ha, president of 
Hamakua Springs Country Farms, 
said Tuesday representatives of 
the U.S. and state Departments 
of Agriculture and state Board 
of Agriculture Chairman Scott 
Enright met Monday with local 
farmers.

More than 6,000 still powerless
Crews continue to make progress on 

restoring power to customers affected 
by Tropical Storm Iselle, according to 
Hawaii Electric Light Co.

As of Tuesday, an estimated 6,800 

— or about 8 percent — of customers 
remain without power, down from an 
estimated 8,100 on Monday.

“We understand many of our cus-
tomers are still dealing with a very dif-
ficult situation. We are devoting every 
available resource to this effort. We 

have made progress and are committed 
to restoring power as quickly as pos-
sible,” HELCO spokesman Darren Pai 
said in a written statement.

Line crews were scheduled to 
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LIFE

Damage to Big Island crop estimated at $53 million; 
coffee, macadamia, flower industries also impacted

Havoc caused by trees 
could galvanize effort 
to abolish invaders

SCHATZ

U.S. Rep. 
Colleen Hana-

busa helps 
make chili 

bowls Tues-
day afternoon 

for victims of 
Tropical Storm 
Iselle at Makuu 

Farmer’s 
Market in 

Pahoa.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/
Tribune-Herald

PAPAYAS
PUMMELED

Big Island forestry and invasive spe-
cies experts have been warning for years 
that albizia trees are a major threat to 
residents’ safety and property.

Now, after seeing the devastation 
wrought by falling trees in the wake 
of Tropical Storm Iselle, they say they 
have irrefutable proof.

“I’d say that well over 90 percent of 
the trees that did damage in the storm 
were albizia,” said Springer Kaye, man-
ager of the Big Island Invasive Species 
Committee. “I think, now, we’ve firmly 
established that albizias are a threat. It’s 
very clear to everybody just how dan-
gerous these trees are.”

Now, she said, it’s time to get serious 
about controlling the 
invasive trees, which 
can grow up to an inch 
in height a day and are 
notoriously brittle and 
unstable in high wind.

Albizias benefit 
from a natural advan-
tage over native trees 
— a symbiotic rela-
tionship with nitrogen-
fixing bacteria living 
within their roots. This 
gives albizias the nutri-
ents they need to thrive 
in harsher soils that 
may impede the growth 
of other plants, allow-
ing them to spread and 

grow rapidly, towering over and crowd-
ing out native species.

“It’s a mess out there (in Puna),” 
Flint Hughes, a research ecologist with 
the Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, 
said on Tuesday. “I think we just had 
what it’s gonna take (to get county, state 
or federal funding for control efforts). 
We should be talking about what we 
need to do in the short term and the 
longer term, so we don’t experience this 
again — or even over and over again.”

During the past year, Kaye and 
Hughes have worked with county, state 
and community partners on a pilot pro-
gram within the Keau‘ohana State Forest 
Reserve and Black Sands Subdivision 
that was designed to model how the 
trees may be controlled. The program 

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Storm 
may be 
albizias’ 
downfall
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was funded through legis-
lation introduced by state 
Sen. Russell Ruderman.

Speaking about the 
destruction caused by fall-
ing albizias, Ruderman 
said Monday it was “kind 
of a miracle” that no one 
was killed.

“Thousands of trees fell 
down, so that’s great that 
no one was killed, as far 
as we know. … I’m very 
concerned about them 
(albizia trees). The prob-
lem is even bigger than we 
thought,” he said. “It was 
a nuisance and an eyesore 
before. Now everybody 
sees it as a disaster wait-
ing to happen.”

At a cost of about $2 
per tree, workers for the 
pilot program have cut 
trees with machetes and 
introduced the poison 
Milestone — an herbicide 
manufactured by Dow 
AgroSciences.

The results, Kaye said, 
have been encouraging. 
Once the poison has had 
a chance to take effect, 
the trees first drop their 
leaves and then proceed 
to dry out, losing much of 
their weight, which plays a 
large role in making them 
so dangerous. In addi-
tion to killing the tree, the 
process appears to have 
the added, and seemingly 
counter-intuitive, benefit 
of making the trees less 
likely to fall in high winds.

“When the trees drop 
their leaves, they’re losing 
their sail, which catches 
the wind. We found that 
they didn’t fall over (dur-
ing the storm) nearly as 
much as the live trees,” 
she said.

Instead of cracking and 
falling, the dead trees have 
a tendency to crumble 
away slowly.

Despite these findings, 
Kaye warned that resi-
dents should not take it 
upon themselves to poison 
albizia trees near homes, 
roadways or utility lines. 
Known as hazard trees, 
they should be handled 
by certified contractors in 
order to prevent dangerous 
situations.

Over the course of the 
pilot program, she add-
ed, the cost of control-
ling such hazard trees has 
been estimated to be about 
$200,000 per mile of road-
way, including a setback 
of about 150 feet to either 
side of the road.

“We’re really trying 
to get a handle on (the 
costs),” she said. “We 
need to be able to give 
a good number. … The 
cost goes up the more haz-
ards you’re dealing with. 
When you have one large 
tree on the side of the 
road with no buildings or 
power lines nearby, it can 
cost $1,000-$1,200 for a 

really big tree. As soon 
as you get a power line or 
house involved, that cost 
can double or even triple.”

Currently, staff mem-
bers are working to map 
areas of roadway and utili-
ties surrounded by albizias 
to provide a better esti-
mate of how much money 
would be needed to con-
trol the problem on the 
island. Then, she said, it 
will be time to seek fund-
ing from various county, 
state and federal sources 
to put a control program 
in place.

As for individual citi-
zens, “there needs to 
be an organized effort,” 

Kaye said. “There are so 
many people who live in 
these private subdivisions, 
and they really need to 
put their foot down and 
say ‘Enough is enough. 
We’re not going to allow 
these trees to stay here 
anymore.’ They need to 
start putting pressure on 
every neighborhood orga-
nization to address the 
problem.”

Last year, the county 
passed a new law empow-
ering the mayor to force 
land owners to address haz-
ard albizia trees or to allow 
the county Department of 
Public Works to do so and 
then bill the landowners, 

but unfortunately, such 
efforts were not given any 
additional funding.

“They need to be fund-
ed to do that,” she said. 
“Additionally, there needs 
to be public support for 
the county having the right 
to enter private property 
whether they can get hold 
of private landowners or 
not.”

As of Monday, the 
Department of Public 
Works had received from 
residents 79 complaints 
about neighboring hazard 
trees since the new law 
went into effect. However, 
only 14 of those issues had 
been addressed, because 
of complications contact-
ing land owners, Kaye 
said.

In an interview Tuesday 
afternoon, Mayor Billy 
Kenoi said he agreed 
that now was the time to 
address the albizia prob-
lem on Hawaii Island.

“When you drive 
through Puna, you see the 
impact of the storm,” he 
said. “When you do aerial 
assessments, you realize 
it’s an issue we have to 
address right away. The 
albizia threat to homes, 
communities and infra-
structure in a hurricane or 
high wind storm, that’s a 
threat that still exists.

“We certainly have to 
take a look at our infra-
structure and albizias and 
their proximity to roads, 
homes and businesses 
and really determine that 
we’ve gotta address that in 
as expedited and strategic 
a manner as possible.”

Complaints concern-
ing hazardous trees 
may be filed at http://
www.hawaiicounty.gov/
pw-complaint/.

The Big Island Invasive 
Species Committee is 
available on Facebook and 
at biisc.org.

Email Colin M. Stewart 
at cstewart@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.
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Setting the record straight
The Hawaii Tribune-

Herald believes in cor-
recting its errors. If you 
would like to report an 

error, call Editor David 
Bock at 930-7323. 
Corrections will appear 
in this space.

Citizens arrested and charged

ALBIZIA From front page

Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine 
or appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to 
appear means not showing up in court on the date 
written on a traffic citation.

Big Island police have arrested and charged the 
following individuals:

● Chelsa Rae Lani Davis, 24, of Waimea with 
DUI.

● Alzha Maria Myers-Rangle, 30, of Pepeekeo 
with two counts of contempt of court.

● Kevin Jerome Short, 52, of Kailua-Kona 
with excessive speeding and driving without a 
license.

● Donald James Brown, 57, of Keaau with 
DUI, refusing a sobriety test and driving without 
insurance.

● Liah Rebecca Harpster, 34, of Kailua-Kona 
with DUI, refusing a sobriety test and driving 
without insurance.

● David Anthony Kaluhiokalani, 27, of 
Kealakekua with DUI, refusing a sobriety test, 
and driving after license revoked and without 
insurance, and contempt of court.

● Nicholas Charles Schwarz, 22, of Kurtistown 
with failure to appear.

● Kapeka Ana Grover, 30, of Hilo with con-
tempt of court.

● Leilani Irene Torres, 25, of Hilo with two 
counts of contempt of court.

● Reyna Joy Javar, 24, of Kailua-Kona with 
domestic abuse.

● Ernest Thornal Pablo, 40, of Keaau with 
DUI.

● Jesse Alapaki Ohashi, 34, of Pahoa with 
disorderly conduct.

● Kelly C.K. Behrendt, 21, of Mountain View 
with DUI.

Big Island
Report

But the state also faces 
growing criticism from 
several representatives and 
community members who 
say the residents, who still 
face power outages near-
ly a week after Tropical 
Storm Iselle, need more 
time to recover and be 
notified.

That includes 
Hanabusa, who said 
Tuesday the state’s plan 
does not reflect the reality 
on the ground.

“It’s just amazing the 
extent of damage,” she 
said.

Hanabusa, who is trail-
ing Sen. Brian Schatz by 
1,635 votes in the Senate 
Democratic primary, said 
she was anticipating fil-
ing a lawsuit today seek-
ing to postpone voting 
for precincts 04-01 and 
04-02. The state plans to 
consolidate voting for the 
precincts, closed during 
Saturday’s primary due 
to storm damage, at the 
Keonepoko Elementary 
School on Friday, and 
announce the results that 
night.

Hanabusa also sent a 

letter Tuesday to Chief 
Elections Officer Scott 
Nago requesting the elec-
tion be further delayed 
for the two precincts. She 
also asked that two poll-
ing places in lower Puna 
be reopened to accom-
modate other voters who 
couldn’t make it to the 
polls because of the storm.

“I ask that you not 
rush for the sake of con-
venience,” she wrote. “… 
The Hawaii statue allows 
for a period of twenty-
one days in which to con-
duct this postponed elec-
tion. Please use this time 
to put the needs of the 
Puna residents ahead of 
the election.”

A Schatz spokeswoman 
said Tuesday, “Senator 
Schatz is working to help 
Puna residents get back on 
their feet. The independent 
nonpartisan experts at the 
Office of Elections and the 
County Clerk from Hawaii 
Island are in a far better 
position to evaluate how to 
proceed with this election 
than anyone else.”

Quidilla said the goal 
of the elections office is to 

“bring a finality to the pri-
mary election,” adding the 
County Clerk’s Office and 
other state agencies were 
consulted about the plan.

He said the office tried 
to open two polling places 
for Friday but was unable 
to secure the Hawaiian 
Paradise Park Community 
Center as a location.

In the letter, Hanabusa 
also requests Nago receive 
“independent legal coun-
sel” other than state 
Attorney General David 
Louie, who she claimed 
was seen at Schatz’s cam-
paign headquarters on 
election night.

Both candidates arrived 
in Puna on Sunday follow-
ing the too-close-to-call 
primary to assess damage 
and meet with residents.

The state’s decision to 
close the two precincts for 
the primary while leav-
ing others in lower Puna 
open also prompted criti-
cism from Hanabusa and 
others who say the storm 
depressed voter turnout.

“No one should be 
denied the most basic 
American right to 

vote,” South Kona/Ka‘u 
Councilwoman Brenda 
Ford said in a complaint 
to the U.S. Elections 
Assistance Commission.

An analysis of Election 
Day precinct turnout 
shows an 11.5 percent 
turnout at Keaau High 
School, a 12 percent turn-
out at Pahoa Community 
Center and a 12.3 per-
cent turnout at Pahoa 
High and Intermediate 
School. Mountain View 
Elementary School had a 
14.3 percent turnout, and 
Cooper Center in Volcano 
had a 20.9 percent turnout, 
according to data com-
piled by the state Office of 
Elections.

State Rep. Faye 
Hanohano, D-Puna, said 
she doesn’t believe the 
vote can be considered an 
adequate record.

“No one is thinking 
about voting,” she said. 
“Really, they are trying to 
take care of their families 
as best they can.”

House District 4, which 
she represents, includes 
both the closed precincts 
and two others in lower 

Puna that remained open 
but had low turnout.

As of Saturday, 
Hanohano was trail-
ing behind Joy San 
Buenaventura in the race’s 
Democratic primary, 260 
votes to 558 votes.

San Buenaventura said 
she wasn’t objecting to 
holding the vote Friday, 
and added she planned to 
help drive voters to the 
poll.

“My position is right 
now I got to work with 
what I got,” she said.

“If the elections officer 
says this is what’s going to 
happen, then I’m going to 
try to get as many voters 
to the voting booth Friday 
as I can.”

Hele-On was also work-
ing on a special route to 
help voters get to the poll, 
said County Clerk Stewart 
Maeda.

Pat Saiki, Hawaii 
Republican Party state 
chair, also called on elec-
tion officials to delay the 
vote “until Puna resi-
dents have access to basic 
necessities.”

The state Democratic 

Party was drafting a let-
ter raising objections to 
the plan, according to 
David Tarnas, Hawaii 
County Democratic Party 
chairman.

“I am appalled at the 
clear violations of the vot-
ing rights of the people of 
Puna,” he said. “We must 
object. We have to object.”

The County Council 
District 4 race also includes 
the affected precincts.

Council member 
Greggor Ilagan is leading 
with 346 votes in the four-
person race. He could not 
be reached for comment.

Roy Lozano, who is 
in second with 234 votes, 
said he is also upset with 
the way the state is han-
dling the election.

“Whoever is in charge 
for this … they are not 
sending representatives 
down to take a look,” he 
said.

Stephens Media Hawaii 
reporter Nancy Cook Lauer 
contributed to this report.

Email Tom Callis at 
tcallis@hawaii
tribune-herald.com.
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Flint Hughes, an ecosystem ecologist for Pacific South-
west Research Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, and 
Manager of Big Island Invasive Species Committee 
Springer Kaye stand with albizia trees that they poi-
soned for invasive species control Tuesday afternoon 
near Hilo Medical Center.


