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FESTIVAL
HEARTLAND ARTS

At right, festival attendees crowd
around an apple pie vendor on the

Square in Covington on Sunday,
the final day of the 17th annual

Southern Heartland Arts Festival.
Temperatures were mild, and there
wasn’t a cloud in the sky as people

convened to enjoy some tasty
treats, music and shopping. About

75 vendors manned booths around
the Square selling their wares.

Below, Eastside High School
students Ashley McCart, 16, left,

and Justin Hodges, 16, right, spent
the day with their friend from

Woodstock, Stevie Marshall, 16,
checking out jewelry and other

arts and crafts.

— Photos by Colin Stewart —

Special Photo
Herbert Marshall Lott, a Marine, talked lit-
tle about his World War II experiences,
according to his wife, Elizabeth. “It was
just too horrible to remember,” she said.

Lott men spoke very little of their World War II ordeals, experiences
Editor’s Note: This is the sec-

ond part of a two-part story fea-
turing the Lott brothers of Coving-
ton, men of the Greatest Genera-
tion. The story of Fred and Vir-
ginia Lott was published Sunday.

BY CHRIS J. STARRS
Special to the Citizen

COVINGTON — Unlike Fred
and Virginia, who were married in
anticipation of Fred’s entrance
into Army life, Elizabeth and Her-
bert Lott had been married for six
years and had two children when
he enlisted in the Marines.

“Since we had children, I didn’t
think he’d be drafted, but he just
couldn’t stand it,” remembered
Elizabeth, who was pregnant with
the couple’s third child when her
husband joined the Corps. “He
wanted to enlist so he could join
the Marines.”

Elizabeth recalls that their
daughter Gerry was born just

before Herbert was to be shipped
out from Camp Lejeune, N.C., to
Iwo Jima. Although his request for
leave was denied, Herbert was
able to make a quick trip to Cov-
ington to visit his family and
returned to North Carolina in time
for his appointment with destiny.

“He came home, brought us
home from the hospital and then
he went right back,” she said.

Living in a small house on Jack-
son Highway, Elizabeth was starv-
ing for news on the war, reading
every newspaper, listening to
every radio broadcast and attend-
ing the movies as often as possible
to see the pre-feature newsreels.
And she admits that despite her
best efforts, every day brought

new worries.
“Every day was a dread,” she

said. “I would often think, ‘What
will this day bring?’ We had three
small children, but they kept me
busy.”

Receiving $420 a month to run
the household, Elizabeth said that
times were tough for everybody,
but she nevertheless still felt
blessed.

“That’s not a lot of money to get
by on, but we managed,” she said.

“Fortunately, the children stayed
well. But at that time, everything
was hard, no matter what you did.”

Elizabeth said she was
“relieved” when she learned of
Herbert’s injuries, which occurred
when his 39-man Marine platoon
landed on the beach at Iwo Jima.

“They sent a telegram to let me
know,” she said. “I remember Vir-
ginia asking me how I felt, and I

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E

GREATEST
GENERATION

The Lotts

▼▼
‘‘Every day was a dread. I would often think,
‘What will this day bring?’ We had three small
children, but they kept me busy.’’

Wife of WWII veteran

Elizabeth Lott

Covington mail theft victim bilked out of $8,000

BY JOEY PETERS
STAFF REPORTER

joey.peters@newtoncitizen.com

COVINGTON — In what

promises to be the first of many, a
River Cove Road resident contacted
local law enforcement officers last
Monday and reported she was a vic-
tim of two alleged postal thieves

who were nabbed last week by the
Newton County Sheriff’s Office
(NCSO).

The victim, who police requested
not be identified, said that 11 checks
totaling approximately $8,775 were
stolen out of her mailbox over the
last month.

Police said it was not difficult for
NCSO Investigator Lt. Marty
Roberts to conclude the victim was a

target of suspected mail thieves Tere-
sa Knight, 27, and Lorie Lackey, 32.

Several of the checks were made
out to Lorie Lackey and were appar-
ently signed by the suspect, Roberts
said.

According to the Covington Police
Department, First Nation Bank Mill
Street branch president Anne Lassiter
contacted police and said that several
checks had been forged on a cus-

tomer’s account.
The victim told police that the

checks, she believed, had been stolen
from her mailbox some time between
Aug. 24 and Sept. 8.

According to the report, the victim
became aware of the incident when
an overdraft notice was sent from the
bank.

Incident is just one of multiple
thefts reported to sheriff’s office

BY CRYSTAL TATUM
STAFF REPORTER

crystal.tatum@newtoncitizen.com

COVINGTON — The Board of Com-
missioners will focus on rezonings at its
Tuesday night meeting.

The largest petition on the agenda is a
request by Dale Miller to rezone 123 acres
on the west side of Ga. 212 and the south
side of Fincher Road to develop a 119-lot
subdivision. 

The planning staff reported the develop-
ment was not appropriate for the area because

Rezonings
make up bulk
of agenda for
BOC meeting

BY KEVIN CULPEPPER
STAFF REPORTER

kevin.culpepper@newtoncitizen.com

COVINGTON — Work was recently
completed on a new fitness park at Heard-
Mixon Elementary School that was funded
by a nearly $18,000 grant from the Gener-
al Mills Foundation. 

Heard-Mixon was assisted in this effort
by the East Metro Health District and the
Newton County Community Partnership
(NCCP). 

And according to Heard-Mixon Princi-

Heard-Mixon
finishes work
on fitness park

•See Mail, Page 5A

•See Agenda, Page 5A

•See Park, Page 5A

•See Lott, Page 5A

Sports

Falcons beat Rams 31-17.

• Page 1B

What do you think?
This week’s Citizen Poll is an open line.We’d like your comments on any
subject of local interest. Call 770-483-7108, ext. 402, or e-mail poll@
rockdalecitizen.com before 8 a.m.Thursday. Please keep comments brief.
See what your neighbors said last week on page 7A of today’s paper.

Bulletin Board ............8A
Money Mondays ........9A
Citizen Poll ................7A
Comics ........................4B

Crossword ..................3B
Editorial ......................6A
Local/State ..................3A
Lottery ...................... 2A
Nation ........................ 4A

Obituaries ..................5A

Sports ..........................1B

Television.................... 3B

World/Nation .......... 4A

Sunny. Highs in the
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House
Mr. Samuel F. House Jr.,

62, of Covington, Ga., died
Saturday, Sept. 18, 2004,
H e
served in
the U.S.
N a v y
d u r i n g
the Viet-
n a m
W a r ,
w h e r e
he was
an air-
craft mechanic. He retired
from the State of Georgia,
where he served 10 years
with the Department of
Revenue and 17 years with
the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation.

Mr. House was a Crime
Scene Specialist, Firearms
Instructor and Investigator
with the G.B.I., where he
was known as “Mr. GBI.” He
also served as a court bailiff
with Newton County until
he retired in 2003.He was a
native of Haralson County.
He is survived by his loving
wife of 43 years, Mrs.
Katherine House; son and
daughter-in-law, Steven
and Denise House, all of
Covington; daughter and
son-in-law, Kimberly and
Harold Warren of Conyers;
grandchildren, Megan and
Christopher House of Cov-
ington, Corey and Brandy
Warren of Conyers; sisters
and brothers-in-law, Martha
and Larry Harris of Tal-
lapoosa, Elizabeth and
Gene Truett, Bremen, Linda
and Ray Hatfield, Waco,
Brenda Finley, Piedmont,
Ala.

Mr. House was preceded
in death by his beloved par-
ents, Samuel and Inez
House, Bremen; brother:
Frank House of Cedartown;
and sisters, Bobbie Jean
Robinson, Sally Jane
House, both of Bremen.

The family will receive
friends at Wheeler Funeral
Home in Covington on
Monday, Sept. 20, from 6-9
p.m.The funeral will be held
at the chapel of Wheeler
Funeral Home, Sept. 21, at
2 p.m. Interment will follow
at Green Meadow Memori-
al Gardens, Conyers, Ga.
Wheeler Funeral Home in
charge of arrangements.

Rockdale/Newton Citizen
September 20, 2004

Misterka
Robert (Bob) Misterka,

age 66, of Dacula, passed
away on Thursday, Sept.
16, 2004, at his home. A
memorial service will be
held at 2 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 24, 2004, at St.Pius X
Catholic Church in Cony-
ers.

Mr. Misterka founded
Demis Products in 1974,
and he was a member of
St- Pius X Catholic Church.
He is survived by his wife;

Cynthia Misterka of Dacu-
la; sons and daughter-in-
law, Brian and Roxanne
Misterka of Conyers and
Sam Chua of Rowland
Heights, Calif.; daughters
and sons-in-law, Marjorie
and Kerry Cunningham of
Duluth, Lois and. Scott
Vanderhoef of Dallas,
Texas, Suiza Chua of
Lawrenceville; brothers,
Joseph Misterka of Terre
Haute, TN, and David Mis-
terka. of Chesapeake, Va.;
sisters, Eleanor DeBias of
Fort Mill, S.C., and Carol
Edkins of Boca Raton, Fla.;
grandchildren, Mary Ash-
ley, Michael, Max, and
Chloe; and several, nieces
and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, memor-
ial donations may be made
to St. Pius X Catholic
Church, 2621 Ga. 20 SE.,
Conyers., GA 30013 or
Embracing Hospice, 3180
Presidential Drive, Suite G,
Atlanta, GA 30340. The
family will receive friends at
Horis A. Ward’s Rockdale
Chapel on Thursday, Sept.
23 from 5-8 p.m.

Horis A.Ward’s Rockdale
Chapel, 770-918-9851.

Rockdale/Newton Citizen
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Rodriquez
Mr. John. M. Rodriquez

Sr., age 44, of Covington,
died Sept. 18, 2004. Surviv-
ing are his wife, Elaine;
sons, John M.Rodriquez Jr.
and Jamie Lee Rodriquez,
both of Covington; sister,
Gloria May, Woodstock;
brothers, Robert
Rodriquez, Conyers, Joe
Rodriquez, Augusta; one
grandchild; nieces and
nephews.

A funeral service will be
held 11 o’clock, Wednes-
day, Sept. 22, in the chapel
of Henry Funeral Home.
Entombment will follow at
Lawnwood Memorial Park.
The family will receive
friends Monday and Tues-
day evenings from 5-8 at
Henry Funeral Home in
Lithonia.

Rockdale/Newton Citizen
September 20, 2004

Tatum
Mrs. Emily Pittman

Tatum, age 87, of Conyers,
formerly of Covington, died
Sept. 18, 2004. J.C. Harwell
& Son Funeral Home in
Covington, 770-786-2524,
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Rockdale/Newton Citizen
September 20, 2004

Zuehlke
Mr. Donald Georbe

Zuehlke, age 70, of Coving-
ton, GA. died Saturday,
Sept. 18, 2004. Wheeler
Funeral Home in Coving-
ton, 770-786-7111, is in
charge of the arrange-
ments.

Rockdale/Newton Citizen
September 20, 2004

DEATHS, FUNERALS

Samuel
House Jr.

After checking her account,
it was discovered that 11
checks had been cashed with-
out her permission.

Police said the checks, which
ranged anywhere from $400-
$1,200, had been made out and
signed by Lorie Lackey.

A second unidentified female
also had one of the victim’s
stolen checks made out to her,
but so far no additional suspects
have been named by police.

Both Knight and Lackey
were arrested Thursday after-
noon after the NCSO was
tipped off by the Walton
County Sheriff’s Office about
a stolen credit card that was
used at an Alcovy Road hotel.

Thinking the duo was sim-
ply using a stolen card,
Roberts said a check of the
suspect’s room revealed bags
of stolen mail, which had been
carefully filed and organized.

“NCSO Deputies Mickey
Kitchens and James Fountain
went out to this hotel around
10 p.m. and confronted the
two suspects in the parking
lot. They were arrested,”
Roberts said. “We checked
their room and found all this
mail. It was all over the place.
... checkbooks, credit cards,
you name it.”

Roberts said that the sus-
pects had taken the time to
categorize each piece of mail
by street address and type.

Using severable portable

filing binders, the mail seized
by police ranges from cellular
phone bill statements all the
way up to government and
corporate checks.

In all, more than six back
packs of assorted sizes —
along with a portable safe and
suitcase — were seized during
the investigation.

Each bag, according to
Roberts, was full of stolen
mail from across Newton and
Walton counties.

“It took most of Thursday
and today (Friday), but we’ve
counted 73 different addresses
whose mail was in their pos-
session,” Roberts said. “It’s
hard to give an exact estimate,
but I’d guess there were 175
pieces of mail altogether.”

He added that the mail was
mostly stolen from the Cov-
ington area, but extended
north of Oxford all the way to
east Social Circle.

“They were driving around
and taking mail out of peo-
ple’s mailboxes. There was
nothing elaborate about how
they took it,” Roberts said.
“Besides the mail, we also
recovered some drug para-
phernalia in a portable safe
found inside their car. ... We
are investigating whether
these suspects have ties to
drug dealing as well.”

An exact dollar amount
stolen by the suspects is still
under investigation and further
details will be released as they
become available.

•From Page 1A

Mail

the adjacent tracts are all zoned
agricultural and Miller is request-
ing single-family residential, but
when the developer’s attorney
presented planning commission-
ers with a list of conditions that
developers agreed to, they rec-
ommended it for approval.

The conditions include
increased house size, a 50-foot
buffer, putting in sidewalks and
preserving an additional lot as a
greenspace/recreation area.

“When you compare what it
could have been under A-R (zon-
ing) and what they offered ... they
just gave a lot of concessions that
weighed heavily on making this
decision,” said District 2 Plan-
ning Commissioner John Head.

Also on the agenda is a request
by Glenridge Development LLC
to put a CVS Pharmacy at the
intersection of Covington Bypass
and Ga. 36. 

The proposed store would be
11,791 square feet and would sit
on about 2 acres, while the
remaining portion would be
reserved for future development.

Planning commissioners rec-
ommended approval of the peti-
tion, with the stipulation that
Glenridge come back before
them when they develop the rest

of the property.
The commission will also hear

the following petitions:
• A request by Eddie Johnson

to rezone 20.42 acres at 1165
Smith Store Road from A-R
(agricultural residential) to R-1
(single-family residential) to
develop a 24-lot subdivision. The
Planning Commission recom-
mended denial.

• A request to rezone 3.46
acres at Covington Bypass east
of Flat Shoals Road from R-3
(single family residential) to M-1
(light industrial) for development
of retail, office and warehousing.
The Planning Commission rec-
ommended denial.

• A request by Dale Miller for
a conditional use permit to
develop a car wash on Ga. 212
near Miller Road. The Planning
Commission recommended
approval.

Other items on the agenda
include the appointment of a
Library Board member, discus-
sion of the renovation of addi-
tional office space for Juvenile
Court in the Judicial Center and
the sale of surplus land.

The board meets at 7 p.m. in
the Newton County Historic
Courthouse on the Square. The
public hearings for rezonings
begin at 7:30 p.m.

•From Page 1A

Rezoning

pal Dr. Miranda Jones, the
hope is for all of the school’s
students to benefit from the
addition. 

“We were able to purchase
several new items of fitness
equipment with this grant
money,” said Jones. “There is a
rock climbing wall, pull up
bars, balance beams, monkey
bars. One of our P.E. teachers
who retired at the end of last
year found several of the items.
One of the goals she had when
choosing the equipment was to
find items that would help
enhance the cardiovascular
health of the students. 

“I personally would like to

see the physical fitness of all
of our students improve
through the use of this equip-
ment. We will be having a rib-
bon cutting ceremony for the
fitness park on Sept. 21.”

The Cardiovascular Health
mini-grant in the amount of
$17,893 was awarded in Octo-
ber 2003. 

When asked to briefly
describe in the grant applica-
tion how the funds would help
improve the community, the
application stated that “this
initiative will become a part of
a larger effort at Heard-Mixon
Elementary School that is
already under way to promote
increased physical activity and
good nutrition.”

The application also noted
that the Covington Family
YMCA operates an after-school
enrichment program at Heard-
Mixon that will be enhanced by
the fitness park and that it
would help with the design and
planning. In addition, Heard-
Mixon PTO President Deborah
Davis pledged the support of
the PTO to involve the commu-
nity in the planning and devel-
opment of the project.

The Newton County Com-
munity Partnership (NCCP)
currently serves as the admin-
istrative leader for the General
Mills Foundation to add fit-
ness and nutrition components
to county schools, Newton
County Juvenile Court, the

Washington Street Communi-
ty Center, the YMCA and the
Newton County Health
Department. 

“The more schools and
organizations we can support
as they establish new healthy
family behaviors, the more
children will benefit and
develop in Newton County,”
the NCCP stated in the grant
application. “Therefore, (we)
support the physical activity
program proposed by the
Chronic Disease Prevention
Initiative of the East Metro
Health District at Heard-
Mixon.”

The East Metro Health Dis-
trict also serves Gwinnett and
Rockdale counties.

•From Page 1A

Park

remember being relieved
because I knew he was alive
and I knew he was coming
home. After it sunk in, I
became worried, although I
still thanked the Lord he was-
n’t killed. His right knee was
wounded — he was on
crutches a long time and it
bothered him until the day he
died.”

After he recovered from his
injury in Hawaii, California
and South Carolina, Herbert
called his wife and said to
meet him at the train station
near Emory University — he
was coming home.

“Our daughters didn’t go,
but our son Michael went with
me to pick Herbert up,” Eliza-
beth said. “We got there early
and when the train arrived,
Herbert saw me first. Michael
hung his little head because he
was daddy’s boy.”

Unable to continue his work
as a meat market manager due
to his leg injury, Herbert, like
Fred, wound up working at the
Post Office, where he stayed
for the next two decades. Her-
bert and Elizabeth had three
children — Michael (who
served three tours of duty in
Vietnam), Marsha Harris and
Gerry Chambers. Herbert died
in 1997 at the age of 78.

“I was very proud of him
and very proud that he was
willing to go,” Elizabeth said.
“I’m so thankful he wasn’t
wounded more than he was.
He felt he had done his part.”

‘Too horrible to remember’
In these modern days of

touting war experience for
political gain (and having the
other side claiming a lack of
veracity, also for political
leverage), both Virginia and
Elizabeth admit their hus-
bands talked very little about

their lives during wartime.
“Herbert lost so many of his

buddies there,” Elizabeth said.
“He wouldn’t talk about it at
first, and if he talked about it
at all it was usually with oth-
ers who had been there.
They’d talk to each other
about it, but I think it was just
too horrible to remember.”

“Fred never talked about it,”
Virginia said, “and Herbert
didn’t either.”

And while their husbands
were away, Virginia and Eliza-
beth couldn’t exactly talk about
it either. Separated by many
miles and hamstrung by gas
rationing, the sisters-in-law
weren’t able to visit much while
their husbands were away.

“We really couldn’t see
each other,” Elizabeth said. “It
just wasn’t possible.”

As the wives of veterans,
Virginia and Elizabeth have
much compassion for the fam-
ilies of today’s fighting force,

although they point out infor-
mation is more readily avail-
able these days.

“I tried to find out everything
I could,” Elizabeth said. “I’m
not so sure how I’d feel about it
now. Maybe we were better off
not knowing everything. I said a
lot of prayers then and I say a lot
of prayers now.”

“It’s something you can’t
explain, even when you expe-
rience it,” Virginia added.
“You live in constant fear —
every time that phone rings,
you start wondering. You just
have to take it one day at a
time.”

— This feature is part of an
occasional series of articles
on members of the World War
II generation. If you or some-
one you know are members of
the Greatest Generation and
would like to be included in
these profiles, please contact
Alice Queen at the Citizen at
770-787-7303, ext. 1104.

•From Page 1A
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BY KEVIN CULPEPPER
STAFF REPORTER

kevin.culpepper@newtoncitizen.com

COVINGTON — The
Newton County School Sys-
tem (NCSS) is on the brink of
having 16,000 students,
according to an enrollment
report presented by Associate
Superintendent for Instruction
Dr. Steven Whatley at the
Board of Education’s (BOE)
work session Tuesday
evening. Enrollment numbers
showed that 15,829 students
are now attending the county’s
18 schools, which exceeds the
last day of the 2003-04 school
year by 1,049. 

“We are still adding stu-
dents almost every day,” said
Whatley. 

NCSS Superintedent Dr.
Wendell Clamp noted at a
BOE meeting earlier this year
that he expected the 16,000
threshold to be passed by

Christmas. 
There are now 7,864 ele-

mentary school students,
including 498 Pre-K students.
West Newton Elementary
School leads the way at 925,
and both Middle Ridge and
Oak Hill elementary schools
have more than 800 students. 

At the county’s five middle
schools, including Sharp Mid-
dle, there are 3,809 students.
Indian Creek and Veterans
Memorial middle schools both

have more than 1,000 stu-
dents. 

At the county’s three high
schools, including Sharp
High, there are 4,156 students.
More than 2,500 students now
attend Newton High School. 

Two elementary schools, a
middle school and a high
school are on the way in the
next four years to help with
the growth. The first of these,
an elementary school, will
open in 2005.

In other BOE news, Associ-
ate Superintendent for
Administration Deborah
Robertson recommended that
the board accept a low bid
from Savin Corporation to
purchase one truckload of
copy machine paper at $20.39
per case for a total of
$17,943.20. Six bids were
received overall. The last time
a truckload of paper was pur-
chased in June, the price was
$18.90 per case for a total of

$16,632 from Office Depot.
The board was asked by

Robertson to allow for the
declaration and disposal of
surplus property at 12 county
schools. Robertson also
requested that the board grant
approval for the NCSS to sub-
mit a capital outlay applica-
tion for FY 2006. These funds
would assist in the construc-
tion of the county’s new mid-
dle school, which is likely not
to open until 2007.

Clamp asked that the board
approve changes to the 2005
Program Planning Guide. He
also requested that the board
approve a called meeting on
Oct. 11 at 11 a.m. for the pur-
pose of awarding the construc-
tion contract for the new high
school. It is set to open in
2006. 

The board will vote on all of
these matters at its regular
meeting on Tuesday night
beginning at 7 p.m.

NCSS schools near enrollment of 16,000
▼▼

“We are still
adding students
almost every day.’’

Associate superintendent for instruc-
tion

Dr. Steven Whatley

BY GREG BLUESTEIN
The Associated Press 

HAMPTON — David Jun didn’t flinch
as his yellow Nissan Skyline caromed off
the walls of the convoluted track, almost
crashing into his competitor.

After all, he was safely maneuvering
his radio-controlled car from a raised
platform, using a complicated trigger
device to navigate the hand-held yellow
vehicle to victory — and earning him a
modified 2004 Acura NSX.

Jun, 31, is the speedster among a grow-
ing trend of folks racing XMODs, hand-
held cars 28 times smaller than their full-

sized brethren.
Once reserved for hobbyists, the

event’s organizers say radio-controlled
racing is picking up steam in the main-
stream. Well, at least the mainstream
among car enthusiasts.

The racing league’s 6-month, 10-city
tour has attracted 300 competitors,
according to officials at RadioShack, the
company sponsoring — and profiting
from — the $49.99 XMODs. For the
finals, the company flew in nine mostly
middle-aged men to the NOPI Car Show
at the Atlanta Motor Speedway.

On the infield of the enormous racing
track, thousands of car lovers explored

souped-up vehicles and mulled high-tech
enhancements while dozens of speakers
seemed to compete with each other trying
to blast louder music. The track at the
RadioShack exhibit was no different,
except the girls working the XMOD race
opted for tight-fitting shirts instead of
bikinis.

‘‘It’s all about tapping into a lifestyle
RadioShack hasn’t traditionally had,’’
said Lauren Herring, a company spokes-
woman.

Part of the appeal, the company said, is
that drivers can add enhancements to their
XMODs that give the tiny vehicles some
more pop or pizazz. 

A new era of radio-controlled cars on display


