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Dengue fever cases at 19
KAILUA-KONA — 

Hookena Beach Park 
remained closed Thursday 
as the number of confirmed 

dengue fever cases on the 
Big Island rose to 19.

Of those cases, the state 
Department of Health said a 
dozen were Hawaii residents 
and seven were visitors. The 
confirmed cases were found 

in East and 
West Hawaii.

State 
Epidemiologist 
Sarah Park 
said the depart-
ment was able 
to identify 
Hookena and Honaunau as 

“hot spots” because those 
who came down with the 
illness remembered visiting 
the South Kona beach park.

Other than those areas, offi-
cials have been mum on where 
other specific spots could be.

“People really remem-
bered they were there, but 

they’re not all quite as exact 
as we would like — there is 
nothing that is really coming 
out among all the cases as a 
commonality,” Park said. “If 
the public is frustrated, so are 
we. We would love to have 

Hookena Beach Park remains closed

‘I never saw the shark’

On Tuesday morn-
ing, Paul O’Leary was 
making good time 
on one of his regular 
swims at Kehena Beach 
when he suddenly felt 
like he had caught his 
right foot on some-
thing under the water.

It wasn’t until the 
54-year-old got out of 
the water that he learned 
he had become another 
statistic in an unusually 
grisly year for shark 
attacks in Hawaii.

O’Leary said he 
swims almost every day 
at the lower Puna beach, 
known for its free-spir-
ited drum circles and 
clothing-optional dress 
code. A relatively new 
transplant to Mountain 
View from New Mexico, 
O’Leary quickly adopted 
Kehena local tradition 
by taking his morning 
1.5-hour swims wear-
ing nothing but a pair 
of goggles and swim 
paddles on his hands.

“If you’ve never gone 
swimming nude, you 
gotta try it. You feel very 
free. … There’s very 
little resistance,” he said 
to a group of journalists 

Photo courtesy Richard Dingman 

Shark attack victim Paul O’Leary poses for a selfie with his friend and rescuer, 
Richard Dingman, who swam out to retrieve him following a shark attack Tuesday 
morning at Kehena Beach Park in lower Puna.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald 

Chair of the state DLNR Suzanne Case 
talks with Barry Taniguchi of KTA at ‘Imiloa 
Astronomy Center.

DLNR chief Case  
vows to protect 
TMT contractors

The contractors building the $1.4 bil-
lion Thirty Meter Telescope on Mauna 
Kea have a right to be up there, the chair-
woman of the state Department of Land 
and Natural Resources said Thursday, 
adding that the state will enforce the laws 
over which it has jurisdiction to ensure 
they are unmolested by protesters.

DLNR chairwoman Suzanne Case 
was speaking to a mainly sympathetic 
audience at a luncheon in Hilo spon-
sored by the Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Hawaii.

“TMT has a right to move forward 
with its preliminary site work,” Case said. 
“They’ve gone up there two times; they 
have a right to continue. Our job is to make 
sure our enforcement personnel, as far as 
DLNR is concerned, our laws are upheld.”

Protesters, who have raised issues of 

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald 

Kallen Imade appears Thursday afternoon in custody in Hilo  
District Court.

Child is key witness in fatal fight

A child is the state’s 
principal witness to a 
Halloween night homicide 
in a Hilo housing project.

According to court doc-
uments filed by police, 
the suspect, 31-year-old 
Kallen Imade of Mountain 
View, went to a Hema 
Street  home in the Lanakila 

housing area at about 11:30 
p.m. Saturday, looking for 
his former girlfriend.

Documents state Imade 
called out a derogato-
ry name and 49-year-old 
Alfred Vea Jr. came out of 
the home to talk to Imade.

The witness reportedly 
told police Vea and the sus-
pect, whom the child later 

identified as Imade from 
a photo lineup, assumed 
fighting stances and Imade 
kicked the older man 
once to the lower leg.

Imade and Vea then 
grabbed each other, and Vea 
fell backward about four or 
five feet down an embank-
ment and struck his head on 
the ground in a parking lot, 
the witness reportedly said.

According to police, 
the witness said Imade 
walked away from an 
unconscious Vea, who was 
taken to Hilo Medical 

Nude swimmer 
recounts attack 
at Kehena Beach
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Preliminary hearing 
for Kallen Imade 
slated for Monday

See DENGUE Page A4

“The facts are not  
what you would 
normally see.”

JOSEPH LEE 
Deputy prosecutor

Alex Gordon 
likely to leave 

Kansas City
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in a conference room 
at Hilo Medical Center, 
where he is recovering 
from a nasty gash on 
his ankle that required 
more than 50 sutures 
and the repair of two 
torn tendons. Several 
nerves leading to his 
foot also were severed.

O’Leary says he was 
about 150 yards off 
shore in murky water 
when he felt his foot 
“scrape on something.”

“I didn’t think it was 
a bite at first,” he said. 
“I never saw the shark.”

There was no pain, 
but he felt his calf mus-
cle cramp up, and he 
could no longer control 
his foot as he was swim-
ming. He called for help, 
because he didn’t know 
if he could swim back 
to shore in the strong 
current and heavy swells.

“I didn’t hear him 
call for help, but I did 
hear him yelling,” said 
Richard Dingman, 53.

A resident who has 
lived just three blocks 
from the beach for the 
past decade, Dingman 
said the two had just 
met each other at the 
beach the day before.

Dingman said that 
as he looked out toward 
O’Leary from his 
spot near the beach, 
he could tell some-
thing was wrong.

“He had his head 
up, out of the water. 
He looked distressed. 
It looked like he was 
trying to get away from 
something. I’ve actually 
been aware of all that’s 
been going on with the 
shark attacks in Hawaii. 
… I remember thinking 
it could be a shark,” he 

said. “I was looking for a 
dorsal fin or something.”

Despite his fears, 
Dingman, who had 
also been swimming au 
naturel, swam out in the 
direction of O’Leary.

“I thought, ‘I have 
to go help my friend,’” 
he said of his decision.

When Dingman 
reached O’Leary, the 
first thing that struck 
him was how calm 
the man seemed.

“I didn’t hear a whim-
per out of him,” he said. 
“It actually made me 
more worried. I thought 
maybe he was going out 
or something. But, no, 
he was just really calm.”

Dingman held onto 
O’Leary’s shoulders 
as he swam backward 
toward the shore. It was 
a long, strenuous and 
nerve- wracking swim.

“It took about 20 or 
25 minutes,” O’Leary 
said. “The current 
was so strong. It kept 
pulling us out.”

Upon reaching the 
shore, the two men 
were exhausted. But 
not so exhausted as 
to ignore decorum.

“I asked for my 
pants,” O’Leary said 

with a laugh. “I didn’t 
want to not have clothes 
on when the ambu-
lance got there.”

Shortly after get-
ting out of the water, 
the extent of the 
damage to O’Leary’s 
foot became clear.

“It was a pretty good 
laceration. You could 
see the puncture wound 
where the tooth went 
in,” he said. “That was 
when I started to real-
ize, ‘I think I got bit.’”

State officials later 
confirmed that his inju-
ries were indeed consis-
tent with a shark bite.

As he recounted the 
story Thursday morn-
ing from a wheelchair, 
with his heavily ban-
daged foot elevated in 
front of him, O’Leary 
tried to play off the 
extent of the wound.

“It wasn’t really 
that bad,” he said.

“No,” corrected his 
friend Dingman. “It was 
bad. It was, like, hanging 
off. You could see bone.”

About four or five 
other people on the 
beach approached to 
offer help, putting pres-
sure on the wound and 
dressing it. Located at 

the bottom of a steep, 
rocky incline, Kehena 
is notorious for its poor 
cellphone reception. 
But luckily, the men 
said, an emergency 
call box was installed 
at the entrance to the 
beach park in just the 
past year, and they were 
able to call for help.

Himself an employee 
of HMC as a medical 
lab scientist, O’Leary 
said his doctors expect 
him to make a full 
recovery after some 
physical therapy, and he 
offered his thanks for 
“everyone who helped 
me. I appreciate every-
thing they did for me.”

As for his morning 
swims, O’Leary says he 
expects they will contin-
ue, although he plans on 
skipping the days when 
the water is murky.

“I don’t think I’ll 
be going again when 
it’s like that,” he said.

Email Colin M. Stewart 
at cstewart@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.-
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Center for treatment and later flown to The 
Queen’s Medical Center in Honolulu with 
a cracked skull and bleeding on the brain.

Imade turned himself in to police Tuesday 
morning after they released a wanted bulletin 
asking for public 
information on 
his whereabouts.

Vea died of his 
injuries Wednesday 
morning, and 
Imade was charged 
that night with 
manslaughter.

Imade made 
a brief court 
appearance 
Thursday afternoon. Hilo District Judge 
Andrew Wilson ordered him to return for a 
preliminary hearing at 2 p.m. on Monday.

Deputy Prosecutor Joseph Lee said after-
ward the homicide is “not an ordinary case.”

“The facts are not what you would normal-
ly see,” Lee said, and declined to elaborate. 
Lee told the Tribune-Herald that Vea’s family, 
several of whom were at Thursday’s arraign-
ment, didn’t want to speak yet publicly.

According to documents, Vea and 
Imade didn’t know each other.

Imade doesn’t have any prior felo-
ny convictions, but has an ongoing felo-
ny case for third-degree promotion of a 
dangerous drug, drug paraphernalia and 
firearms, according to court records. 

He was free on $5,000 bail when 
the alleged attack occurred.

He also has a trial scheduled for Nov. 
16 before Hilo Circuit Judge Glenn Hara 
on a bail-jumping charge filed in July.

Imade made his initial court appear-
ance in custody in lieu of $250,000 bail.

Email John Burnett at jburnett@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.-

ATTACK From the front page

Richard Dingman 
shows a photo 
of Paul O’Leary’s 
shark bite wound.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/
Tribune-Herald

WITNESS From the front page

Vea died of his 
injuries Wednesday 

morning, and 
Imade was charged 

that night with 
manslaughter.

Read all about it in the

www.hawaiitribune-herald.com
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