
Four candidates vying 
for the Hawaii County 
Council District 2 seat dis-
cussed issues facing down-
town Hilo and beyond at 
a candidate forum Friday 
evening.

The Hilo 
Downtown 
Improvement 
Association host-
ed the forum at 
the East Hawaii 
Cultural Center. 
The district 
includes the 
downtown area 
and is currently 
represented by J 
Yoshimoto, who is 
facing a term limit.

Questions most-
ly had to do with 
downtown issues, 
such as traffic, 
parking and home-
lessness. But the 
candidates in atten-
dance — Margarita 
Hopkins, Kerri 
Marks, Shane Gali 
and Aaron Chung 
— also were 
asked about their 
thoughts on two 
of the more con-
troversial topics on 
the island: waste manage-
ment and genetically mod-
ified crops.

The landfill in Hilo 
is nearing capacity, and 
the county has solicited 
requests for proposals for 
a waste reduction facility. 
Each of the three final-
ists in the RFP process are 
waste-to-energy incinera-
tion companies.

Moderator Christine 
Mingo asked the can-
didates if they support 
rerouting waste from some 
of the transfer stations that 
supply the West Hawaii 
landfill to an incinerator in 
East Hawaii.

Marks said trucking 
garbage is a “very bad 
idea.”

“Trucking garbage 
leaks garbage all over the 
ground,” she said. “We 
don’t want to be the land of 
aloha and garbage smell.”

Hopkins said she is 
against burning waste to 
create energy, and said 

sending East 
Hawaii garbage to 
the West Hawaii 
landfill where there 
aren’t the same 
capacity problems 
would be cheaper.

“We have to 
address those that 
can’t be recycled,” 
she said.

Gali said he 
doesn’t think the 
county can afford 
an incinerator.

“I don’t think 
we can produce 
enough trash,” he 
said.

Chung said he 
needs to gather all 
the facts before 
making a decision 
but noted he would 
keep Mayor Billy 
Kenoi to his word 
that an incinerator 
wouldn’t impact 
the county’s recy-
cling program.

“That’s a very 
strong statement 

by him,” Chung said. “I’m 
going to hold him to that.”

On genetically modi-
fied organisms, the candi-
dates were asked if they 
would uphold the county’s 
current restrictions.

Chung, an attorney and 
former council member, 
said he thinks the GMO 
ban is prohibited by state 
and federal law but added 
he would not seek to undo 
it.

“I have no problem 
with GMO products,” he 
said. “I eat it, I let my kids 
eat it.”

Hopkins, a former 
county agricultural spe-
cialist, said she supports 
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Early voting is 
open Thursday 
afternoon at the 
Aupuni Center 
in Hilo. It will 
remain open 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Monday through 
Saturday until 
Aug. 7.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/
Tribune-Herald

Voting underway

By TOM CALLIS
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Candidates 
give their 
views on 
hot topics

COUNTY COUNCIL DISTRICT 2 RACE

Waste management, GMO 
issues get talk time at forum

See FORUM Page A4
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Jadelyn Moniz-Nakamura leads a tour Tuesday afternoon of the former Word War II detention camp at 
Kilauea Military Camp, where Japanese American residents of Hawaii were detained after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. Find additional photos from the tour online at www.hawaiitribune-herald.com.

I t is one of the greatest injus-
tices the U.S. government 
has ever visited upon its own 
people, across the country 

and right here on Hawaii Island.
Innocent 

Americans 
were impris-
oned, families 
were torn apart 
and much of 
the lasting 
damage — to 
individuals and 
their relatives, 
businesses and 
reputations — 
has never been 
fully repaired.

And yet, 
many of 
the specif-

ics of the internment of Japanese 
Americans during World War 
II have been lost to time.

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

This drawing by Hilo resident Yoshio “George” Hoshida, 
an internee at Kilauea Military Camp in 1942, shows 
the mess hall at left and barracks at right, with a guard 
tower to the far left.

O n Dec. 7, 1941, 
the recre-
ational Kilauea 

Military Camp at Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park 
went from being a place 
for Army and Navy per-
sonnel to catch up on a 
little R&R to being an 
armed detention camp.

“It was chaos,” 
explained park archae-
ologist Jadelyn Moniz-
Nakamura during a tour 
of the camp last week. 

“We were at war, and 
they were trying to fig-
ure out what to do.”

As well as serving 
as the headquarters for 
the 27th Division of the 
Army, housing troops, 
and providing a train-
ing ground, the camp 
was — for the first five 
months of World War 
II — a temporary facil-
ity for the detainment of 
local Japanese “Issei,” 
or first-generation immi-
grants, and “Nissei,” 

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Get online
For more information 
about “The Untold 
Story: Internment of 
Japanese Americans 
in Hawaii,” a film 
by Ryan Kawamoto, 
and the Japanese 
Cultural Center of 
Hawaii, visit jcch.
com. To learn more 
about Kilauea 
Military Camp, visit 
kilaueamilitarycamp.
com.

More than 100 Japanese Americans were detained at Kilauea Military Camp 
during World War II. Filmmaker Ryan Kawamoto, with the help of the 

Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii, is telling their tales — their

UNTOLD STORY
Camp offers 
screenings of 
movie, tour

See STORY Page A3 See LIFE Page A3

Life during internment

Hurricane Iselle stengthens

Hurricane Iselle approached 
Category 3 status Saturday, with 110 
mph sustained winds. The system was 
located about 1,675 miles east of Hilo.

Hurricane force winds extended 25 
miles from the center, and storm force 
winds reached a radius of 105 miles. 

Iselle strengthened despite continued 
north-northeasterly wind shear and 
could intensify today before beginning 
to weaken Monday, National Weather 
Service forecasters said.

“Iselle is going to be moving into 
cooler water and increased vertical 
wind shear,” forecaster Bob Burke said.

The cyclone was tracking west at 
10 mph. Given it’s current trends, 

By BRET YAGER
Stephens Media Hawaii

Other systems developing

TROPICAL WEATHER

See WEATHER Page A4



More than 110,000 
residents and citizens 
of Japanese descent 
across the nation were 
detained and held fol-
lowing the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. Less than 
2,000 of them resided 
in Hawaii at the time, 
and yet historians say 
complete records detail-
ing who was detained 
and all the locations that 
held them have been 
lost or no longer exist.

In an effort to reclaim 
and reinvigorate dis-
cussion of that history, 
Honolulu-based film-
maker Ryan Kawamoto 
partnered in 2009 with the 
Japanese Cultural Center 
of Hawaii to produce the 
first, full-length docu-
mentary dedicated to the 
experience of Hawaii’s 
Japanese Americans dur-
ing and in the aftermath of 
the war. Despite the docu-
mentary being completed 
in 2012, the group contin-
ues to find new evidence 
and hear new stories from 
surviving relatives, deep-
ening the public’s under-
standing of the impact 
the U.S. internment 
policy had on Hawaii.

Last week, East Hawaii 
residents were provided 
a pair of screenings of 
the film, as well as a 
guided tour of the Kilauea 
Military Camp facili-
ties at Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park, which 
served as a detention 
site for more than 106 
Japanese Americans 
living on the island.

According to 
Kawamoto’s film, “The 
Untold Story: Internment 
of Japanese Americans 
in Hawaii,” Japanese 
immigrants and their 
descendants in Hawaii 
were taken into custody 
on a much smaller scale 
than in other Japanese 
communities around 
the country because 
of economic concerns. 
Japanese farmers and 
other workers made up 
an enormous part of the 

state’s labor force, and the 
War Department decided 
only high-profile indi-
viduals, such as teachers, 
community leaders and 
religious heads, would be 
taken from their families 
and placed in detention 
camps around the state 
and later on the mainland.

While fewer Hawaii 
residents were detained, 
the result of this selective 
imprisonment created a 
difficult situation for them 
when they were released. 
Many of those who hadn’t 
been imprisoned thought 
those who had must 
have done something to 
deserve it, despite the 
fact not a single internee 
was ever charged with a 
crime, Kawamoto said.

“They didn’t want 
guilt by association. 
The detainees carried a 
stigma, and no one came 
to their defense,” he said 
Tuesday during the tour of 
Kilauea Military Camp.

The camp is one of 
three known locations 
on Hawaii Island where 
detainees were held. The 

other two that have so 
far been verified include 
Waiakea Prison and Hilo 
Independent Japanese 
Language School. 
Kawamoto and Japanese 
Cultural Center President 
Carole Hayashino said 
Tuesday afternoon that 
while they were visit-
ing the national park to 
share information with 
the public, they also came 
to continue their search 
for additional sites.

“We’re asking for the 
public’s help in finding 
these places,” Hayashino 
said. “Many people never 
talked about it (being 
held in the camps). But 
there are more stories out 
there, more information.”

The pair were set to 
visit an area near Waiakea, 
where a landowner 
thought another camp 
might have been located.

“We really don’t 
have any evidence at 
this point,” Kawamoto 
said, “so we’re going 
out to look at it.”

Many of the attendees 
of the film and tour said 

they were surprised to 
learn Japanese Americans 
were interned on the Big 
Island, adding that getting 
to hear the stories and see 
the locations where they 
happened shed light on a 
dark time in the history 
of the United States.

Gordon Ching, who 
teaches business education 
at Hawaii Community 
College in Hilo, said he 
couldn’t help but think 
about the terrorist attacks 

of Sept. 11, 2001, as 
he learned about the 
internment camp.

“You ask yourself, 
‘Can history repeat 
itself?’” he said. “Yes it 
can. Often, you can’t pre-
vent panic in times of war, 
and I think future genera-
tions need to remember 
this, and shouldn’t have 
knee-jerk reactions.”

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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Images are examples, only, and may not refl ect exact 
vehicle color, trim, options, pricing or other specifi cations. 
Prices and payments subject to prior sale on specifi c 
stock number. Payments not combinable with any other 
promotion. Not all buyers will qualify for all offers. See 
dealer for complete details. All prices are plus tax, Title 
Lic. and $245 Doc Fee. Dealer Adds are extra. OAC. 
KIA College and Military Rebates applied. 2014 KIA 
Soul -  75 months at 1.99% APR 
at $17,200, stk #543010. 2014 KIA 
Rio -  75 months at 1.99% APR 
at $15,900, stk #21768. Rio price 
includes KIA $500 Rebate. 2014 
KIA Optima -  75 months at 1.99% 
APR at $21,500, stk #22014. Optima 
price includes $1,500 KIA Rebate.
The Kia 10-year/100,000-mile 
warranty program includes various 
warranties and roadside assistance. 
Warranties include powertrain and 
basic. All warranties and roadside 
assistance are limited. Offer expires 
August 7, 2014. 

217-8578
226 Kanoelehua Ave. Hilo, HI 96720

$245
DOC FEE

AlohaKiaHilo.com
GET APPROVED IN 15 MINUTES TODAY!
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Jennie 
Junko Kan

May 12, 1956 – July 6, 2014

To our dear family and friends, we would 
like to express our heartfelt appreciation 
for your love, prayers, words of comfort, 

beautiful condolence cards, generous 
monetary gifts and lovely fl oral bouquets 

during this diffi cult time.

We will be forever grateful for the 
support you have given us.

Special Mahalo to Hale Nani 
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, 
Kuakini Medical Center, Chaplain 

Nathan Kohashi, Hal Lewis of Ultimate 
Cremation Services, LLC, and to all of 

you who were a part of her life.

Laurie Izumi
Sherrie (Calvin) Sakamoto

Rochelle Okano
Tara (Brandon Chong) Okano

“Mahalo Nui Loa from 
the Moses Ohana”

Etta (Gabe) Palea
Jacqueline (Michael) Liverett

Jack A. Moses, Jr.
Jocelyn (Bill) Kepo’o

allllllllooo  NNNNNNNNNNuuuuiiiiiiii LLLLLLLLooooaaa ffffffffrrommmmmm aalll““““““““MMMMMMMMMMMMMMaaahhhhhhhall NNui maa aaa NNNNMMM N LLLLMMM fr mmMMMMMMMMMM h u aaaaa NNNNui ffrr“M lh ii“““MMMMaaahhhhaalllloo NNNNuuii LLoa ffrom 

NLV Colossians 3:3 & 4 – Your real life is in heaven with Christ and God. And when Christ 
who is our real life comes back again, you will shine with him and share in all his glories. 

Tranquility was felt within us from your prayers, monetary gifts, 
fl oral arrangements & other expressions of love, friendship & 

encouragement during our recent loss. We the children and our 
families would like to extend our sincere & heartfelt appreciation. 

SPECIAL THANKS
Guadalupe Erece & staff  at Dodo Mortuary, 
Father Mike of the Honomu Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church, Father Moki of the Church of the 

Holy Apostles in Hilo, Dr. Raymond Lee & staff , 
Dr. Fitzgerald, Dr. Kannass, Kim Carera, RN & 

staff  at HMC & the staff  at the Hawaii Island 
Family Health Center. 

NNLLVVVV CCC llll iii 333 33 && 44 YY lll llififif iiii ii hhhh ii hhh ChChh iii ddd GGG dd AAA dd hh CChh ii

Jack A. “Jackie” Moses Sr.
March 31, 1932 – June 30, 2014

Faye Aloha Hudman
March 12, 1958 – August 5, 2013

Please join us for a 

Celebration of Life
 held at Hilo Bayfront fronting Keaukaha Canoe 
Club, August 9, 2014 with the spreading of her 

ashes at 11am. Luncheon to follow
Aloha had a lot of love to give and was always close by,
But we know the soul lives on and that she’ll never die.
We’ll always remember the good things she has done,

We know we have comfort in the Almighty One.
One day we’ll walk with Aloha forever hand in hand,
Knowing that God needed her to fulfi ll His great plan.

Aloha is like a rose-bud, a sweetness in repose,
Gone to be with the Lord in full bloom as a rose.
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Speed suspected 
factor in death

WAILUKU, Maui 
(AP) — Maui police 
say speeding is the sus-
pected cause of a crash 
that killed a 29-year-old 
motorcyclist.

Jordan Costa of 
Haiku was heading 
north on the Kuihelani 
Highway on Wednesday 
night when his motorcy-
cle rear-ended a pickup 
truck. Police say Costa 
skidded off the road-
way into brush on the 
shoulder of the highway. 
Police say the motor-
cycle caught fire.

Manslaughter can 
be considered

HONOLULU — 
A judge ruled Friday 
jurors can consider con-
victing a federal agent 
of a lesser manslaughter 
charge in his retrial for a 
Hawaii fast-food restau-
rant shooting, giving the 
panel another option to 
convict him after differ-
ent jurors deadlocked in 
his first murder trial.

The jury is sched-
uled to begin deliberat-
ing after closing argu-
ments Tuesday in the 
retrial of Special Agent 
Christopher Deedy.

Copter makes 
hard landing

HONOLULU (AP) 
— A commercial heli-
copter carrying a pilot 
and three passengers 
made a hard landing at 
Honolulu’s airport.

State Department of 
Transportation spokes-
man Derek Inoshita 
said Friday those on 
board suffered cuts 
and bruises. They were 
treated at the scene and 
declined to be taken to 
a medical facility.

STORY From the front page

or second-generation 
Japanese residents.

The 100-foot-by-50-
foot barracks, which is 
now KMC’s recreation 
center, housed about 100 
detainees. When it was 
time to exit the barracks, 
the detainees would line 
up along the lanai and 
await a signal from the 
guards to walk to the mess 
hall, with armed guards 
standing on either side.

“At Kilauea, intern-
ees had to walk among 
soldiers armed with 
bayonets. While food 
was plentiful and nutri-
tious, the dignity of the 
people was taken away. 
Internees were constantly 
accompanied by sol-
diers, even to the latrine,” 
wrote Yoshio “George” 
Hoshida, an Issei who was 
detained in the camp.

Before his detainment, 
Hoshida worked as an 
employee at Hilo Electric 
Light Company and was 
president of the Hawaii 
Island Judo Federation.

For one hour every day, 
detainees were allowed 
outside for exercise, albeit 
surrounded by guards and 
within view of a guard 
tower where a machine 
gun was installed shortly 

after Pearl Harbor.
Detainees were allowed 

to write to family mem-
bers, but only in English, 
which would then be read 
by guards to ensure they 
were not passing intel-
ligence to the enemy. 
Families were allowed to 
visit on rare occasions, 
but the second time such 
a visitation was arranged, 
on Feb. 16, detainees had 
to speak to their families 
through a fence as punish-
ment after one man was 
caught with a letter written 

in Japanese, according 
to Moniz-Nakamura.

“He dropped it (the 
letter) on the floor, and a 
guard found it,” she said.

Despite the internees 
being treated like prison-
ers of war, Hoshida wrote 
in his journal that he 
felt compassion for the 
guards, “for them who 
were called to duty by 
their country,” and who 
had to patrol outside in 
the cold as the detainees 
slept in the barracks.

New detainees were 

regularly brought in, and 
FBI agents often came 
to question the prisoners. 
Sometimes, the internees 
were driven down to the 
federal building in Hilo 
for hearings before a 
local enemy alien board. 
Some were released or 
paroled, others weren’t.

Otokichi Ozaki was 
an employee of the 
Hawaii Mainichi, a daily 
Japanese newspaper, and 
later became a Japanese 
language teacher at 
Dokuritsu Gakko in Hilo. 

A fan of technology, he 
kept a short-wave radio 
in his home, where he 
was able to receive, but 
not broadcast, signals.

He had been identified 
well before the attack on 
Pearl Harbor as a person 
of interest, and he was 
picked up quickly Dec. 
7. He and others were 
taken to a Hilo public 
school, where they were 
searched and had all sharp 
objects and anything with 
Japanese writing on it 
taken away. Ozaki would 
become one of the very 
first groups to inhabit the 
detention camp at KMC.

“In his initial days, he 
feared the soldiers were 
going to execute them, 
but his later experiences 
in Honolulu were much 
worse, and he felt that they 
had been spared much 
at KMC,” according to a 
Volcanoes National Park 
pamphlet about the history 
of the internment camp.

Ozaki would later be 
moved from Honolulu 
to the mainland, and did 
not return to Hawaii until 
Dec. 10, 1945 — 1,460 
days after his arrest.

Email Colin M. 
Stewart at cstewart@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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An old photograph shows what the former Word War II detention camp site at 
Kilauea Military Camp looked like. More than 100 Japanese American residents of 
Hawaii were detained at the camp after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Residents 
of the island were able to take part in a guided tour of historic areas at the camp 
last Tuesday afternoon.


