
By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

One man was killed and a second was 
fighting for his life after a 30-foot zip line 
tower in Paukaa collapsed Wednesday.

Police did not give the names of the 
victims Wednesday afternoon, saying that 
family members had not yet been notified. 
They identified the man who was killed 
as a 36-year-old resident of Maui. The 

injured man, who was in critical condition 
at Hilo Medical Center, is a 35-year-old 
from Ohio.

According to a police department spokes-
woman, the men were contract workers 
testing the line after making adjustments. 
The line, owned by Lava Hotline LLC, had 
been in operation for about a week, she 
said, and the workers were addressing a 
complaint that the line was too slow. They 

had just completed tightening the cable to 
provide a faster ride.

The zip line course, which has a span of 
about 2,300 feet, is located about 4 miles 
mauka of Hawaii Belt Road in Paukaa 
and crosses Honolii Stream. The Maui 
man was traveling the line and was about 
halfway across a gulch when the tower col-
lapsed. He fell about 200 feet to the rocky 
stream bed below, the spokeswoman said.

Meanwhile, the Ohio man was wait-
ing atop the tower for his turn to ride the 
line when the incident occurred. He fell 
about 30 feet, she said, and sustained mul-
tiple internal injuries. Neither of the men 
appeared to have been wearing protective 
headgear, she said.

According to Hawaii County Fire 
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By JASON ARMSTRONG
Tribune-Herald staff writer

An impact fee would create too 
much impact for Hawaii County 
lawmakers to accept.

For the second time in three 
years, the County Council on 
Wednesday defeated a bill that 
would have taxed new construc-
tion thousands of dollars to pay 
for public infrastructure needed to 
service the development.

That tax would overly burden 
new homeowners and occur while 
the island is mired in a recession, 
majority lawmakers said in voting 
5-4 against the bill.

“I think we are imposing a fee 
on the people who can least afford 
it,” Hilo Councilman J Yoshimoto 
said in opposing the measure that 
generated lengthy public testi-
mony.

“This fee, while good-inten-
tioned, basically prevents people 
from getting a start and owning 
their own home,” he added. 

Hilo Councilmen Dennis Oni-
shi and Donald Ikeda, North Kona 
Councilman Angel Pilago and 
Hamakua Councilman Dominic 
Yagong each voted against the 
bill.

Poor people are already paying 
too much property taxes to finance 
county facilities, said Kohala 
Councilman Pete Hoffmann, who 
introduced the measure.

Hoffmann was joined by Puna 
Councilman Fred Blas, South 
Kona Councilwoman Brenda Ford 
and Ka‘u Councilwoman Brittany 
Smart in advocating its passage.

While it would not have solved 
all the island’s infrastructure 
problems, the bill is a “small step 
forward” in paying half the cost 
for new roads, parks, fire stations, 
police facilities, transfer stations 
and landfills, and sewage treat-
ment facilities, Hoffmann said.

The bill sought to impose a 
specific fee for each of those six 
categories based on the size of the 
dwelling or business being built.

Seeking to reduce the cost for 
the smallest homes and apart-
ments, Hoffmann convinced his 
colleagues to create a new cat-
egory for residential dwellings up 
to 499 square feet.

But Hoffmann’s amendment 
also included converting to a new 
fee schedule that increased the 
taxes in every category, many by 
about 10 percent, from the earlier 
rates.

The higher fees would have 

Volcano heats up
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Photos by Hawaiian Volcano Observatory

This fissure on the flank of Kilauea’s Pu’ u ‘O‘u vent began belching lava Wednesday.

Kilauea erupts near Pu‘u ‘O‘o

The western-most eruption of the fissure is shown. A scientist with 
the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory predicts the eruption may be 
short-lived.

Kilauea’s eastern fault zone 
ruptured near Pu‘u ‘O‘o for the 
third time this year, sending a 
flow of lava at least 11⁄2 miles 
to the east. 

“At 2:25 a.m. (Wednesday) 
morning, a new fissure opened 
on the east flank of Pu‘u ‘O‘o,” 
said Hawaiian Volcano Obser-
vatory geologist Janet Babb. 
The outbreak was “pretty 
high” on the vent, near the 
crater itself, and was feeding 
an ‘a‘a flow.

The activity was still fairly 
vigorous between 4-5 p.m. 
Wednesday during a helicopter 

overflight, but the start of a 
new deflation-inflation event 
meant that activity is expected 
to decrease today.

Babb said the flow is 
probably not visible from the 
county-operated lava view-
ing area near Kalapana, but, 
depending on the cloud cover 
and the amount of activity, a 
reflected glow may be vis-
ible.

“We’ll continue to monitor 
the situation, and updates will 
be posted daily on our web-
site” at http://hvo.wr.usgs.gov, 
Babb said.

See IMPACT FEE Page A6

Police get drug kingpin’s money

By JOHN BURNETT
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Christmas came early for 
Big Island police, with Uncle 
Sam playing Santa.

The Internal Revenue 
Service presented a check 
for $140,000 to Chief Harry 
Kubojiri, Deputy Chief Paul 
Ferreira and Assistant Chief 
Marshall Kanehailua Wednes-
day afternoon at the Hapuna 
Prince Hotel.

The money is the depart-
ment’s share of forfeiture pro-
ceedings from Audwin Aiwohi, 
the Big Island kingpin of a 
former methamphetamine traf-
ficking ring, who was busted 
in May 2005. Aiwohi, 48, is 
serving a 10-year sentence in a 
federal penitentiary in Califor-

nia with a pro-
jected release 
date of Jan. 27, 
2014.   

“It is an hon-
or to transfer a 
drug dealer’s 
money to the 
men and women 

of the Hawaii County Police 
Department who helped make 
this prosecution possible,” 
said Marcus Williams, Inter-
nal Revenue Service Criminal 
Investigation Special Agent in 
Charge. “Through asset for-
feiture, we hit the bad guys 
where it hurts the most — in 
their wallets.”

Ferreira said the department 
is “happy to get the money.”

“The forfeiture money 

always comes 
into great use 
for us. “... We’ve 
used it in the 
past for projects 
that we’ve had, 
like our records 
m a n a g e m e n t 
system, an 

upgrade in our CAD (com-
puter-aided dispatch), we’ve 
used it for bulletproof vests for 
our Special Response Team, 
and most recently, we’ve used 
it for islandwide training via 
Internet.” 

Police raided Aiwohi’s 
50-acre Glenwood ranch in 
May 2005, seizing $192,523 
in cash, 17 firearms and 71⁄2 
pounds of ice buried in con-

IRS cuts $140K check to Hawaii County law enforcement

KUBOJIRI FERREIRA

See MONEY Page A6

Rehab 
director 
arrested
McCoy faces drug 
and assault charges

By CHELSEA JENSEN
Stephens Media

Alahou Clean and Sober 
Executive Director Sandra 
McCoy is facing charges of 
assaulting an officer, disor-
derly conduct and possessing a 
controlled substance stemming 
from a July altercation in Mis-
sissippi.

McCoy, 56, was charged July 
27 with simple assault on a 

See ARRESTED Page A6



● Jared Robert Thurkins, 28, of Waikoloa with 
sexual assault and kidnapping.

● Kupunookalaokaloi Jimenez, 29, of Waimea 
with contempt of court.

● Jeremy A. Castro, 21, of Waipahu, Oahu, with 
violating probation.

● Allen Gene Franco, 54, of Keaau with con-
tempt of court and failure to appear.

● Chauntell Kuuipo Lum Ho, 20, of Hilo with 
contempt of court and two counts of violating 
probation.

● Michael James McCrum, 19, of Kailua-Kona 
with contempt of court.

● Bruce L. Douglas, 46, no address listed with 
failure to appear.

● Shane David Turpin, 32, of Pahoa with failure 
to appear.

● Robert R. Nelson, 43, of Pahoa with contempt 
of court and failure to appear.

● Alexander Kalani Keau, 49, of Mountain 
View with contempt of court.

● Race Ryan Mark Bolner, 39, of Hilo with 
contempt of court.

● Zephaniah Zion Reissig, 19, no address listed, 
with trespassing.

● Alex Cortez DeGuzman, 28, of Waipahu with 
contempt of court.

● Koa Kane Clark, 18, of Keaau with contempt 
of court.

● Ross Katsuto Yokoyama, 43, of Keaau with 
failure to appear.

Trial set for Pahoa blogger

Setting the record straight
● In the “citizens 

arrested and charged” 
section on Sept. 5, Law-
rence K. Castro was 
incorrectly listed as 
charged with theft due 
to a police booking log 
error. A police spokes-
woman said he was 
released pending further 
investigation. 

● In a Sept. 17 sto-
ry about disciplinary 
actions taken against 
Transportation Security 
Administration workers 
in Honolulu, the Associ-
ated Press erroneously 
reported the National 
Treasury Employees 
Union represents TSA 
workers. TSA work-
ers are currently repre-
sented by the American 

Federation of Govern-
ment Employees, which 
won a union election on 
June 23.

● Wednesday’s story 
about a car-impound 
bill misquoted Deputy 
Prosecutor Mitch Roth. 
The story should have 
reported that driving 
without a license is a 
criminal offense, while 
having the driver’s car 
towed is a civil remedy.

The Tribune-Herald 
regrets the errors.

The Hawaii Tribune-
Herald believes in cor-
recting its errors. If you 
would like to report an 
error, call Editor David 
Bock at 930-7323. Cor-
rections will appear in 
this space.
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Citizens arrested and charged

A Pahoa man accused 
of interfering with police 
as they broke up a fight 
outside a Pahoa night 
spot will get a jury trial.

Damon Tucker, 
41, pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday in Hilo Cir-
cuit Court. Judge Greg 
Nakamura ordered him 
to stand trial Jan. 12 at 
9 a.m. 

Tucker is charged 
with obstruction of gov-
ernment operations, a 
misdemeanor. Officer 
James Waiamau wrote 
in his report that Tucker 
“repeatedly refused to 
stop physically pushing 
himself between officers 

while they were engaged 
in interviewing witness-
es and suspects” in the 
early morning of Aug. 
6. He stated that Tucker 
“shoved his camera into 
the faces of victims at 
the scene while they 
were being interviewed, 
and propelled them to 
become irate.” 

Tucker, who oper-
ates a blog about the 
Big Island, denies inter-
fering with the police 
and claims Waiamau 
slammed him to the 
sidewalk and injured 
him for taking video of 
the brawl’s aftermath.

During the week of 
Sept. 12-18, Big Island 
police arrested 23 motor-
ists for drunken driving. 
Two of the drivers were 
involved in traffic crash-
es. Three were under the 
age of 21.

The numbers of 
arrests by district were: 
South Hilo, 13; Kona, 
7; Puna, 3; and South 
Kohala, 1.

So far this year, 
there have been 1,059 
DUI arrests compared 
with 1,103 during the 
same period last year, 
a decrease of four per-
cent. 

There have been 
988 major accidents so 
far this year compared 
with 995 during the 
same period last year, a 
decrease of 0.7 percent.

So far this year, there 

have been 15 official 
traffic fatalities on the 
Big Island compared 
with 21 during the 
same period last year, 
a decrease of 28.6 per-
cent.

There are also eight 
traffic fatalities this year 
that police don’t count 
toward the official total, 
because they occurred 
on private or gated roads, 
on a Kona airport road 
not open to the public, 
inside Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park, or on a 
bicycle.

To date, 11 of the 
official traffic fatalities 
this year were related to 
drugs (3), alcohol (3), or 
a combination of both 
(5).

DUI roadblocks and 
patrols will continue 
islandwide.

23 drivers arrested for DUI
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Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine or 
appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to appear 
means not showing up in court on the date written 
on a traffic citation.

tainers on the property. The 
bust led to the forfeiture of 
the money, Aiwohi’s prop-
erty and vehicles, and the 
properties of associates in 
the ice ring.

The raid was part of 
“Operation Capsize,” a 13-
month joint local-federal 
investigation that took down 
three major meth rings in 
2004-05, resulting in more 
than 50 arrests, 27 federal 
indictments, and seizures 
of more than 27 pounds of 
ice, $1 million in cash, 13 
vehicles and 32 firearms.

Kanehailua, then a lieu-
tenant in charge of the Big 
Island’s Ice Task Force, led 
the investigation that, in his 
words, “uncovered an elab-
orate distribution network 
utilizing cattle-shipping 
containers on Matson barg-
es” that brought the drug in 
from Northern California. 

In a development Kane-
hailua called “the first of its 
kind,” he, instead of a federal 
agent, wrote the affidavits 
seeking federal authorization 
for the wiretaps leading to the 
unraveling of the drug rings. 

Then-Chief Lawrence 
Mahuna said at the time 
those arrested were respon-
sible for importing and dis-
tributing more than half the 
ice in circulation on the Big 
Island.

Kanehailua said the 
money will be deposited 
into the department’s asset 
forfeiture fund, and will 
help the department in its 
effort for national accredi-
tation by the Commission 
on Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies.

“These funds will great-

ly help during these tough 
economic times in mov-
ing forward with purchas-
ing software critical to 
our accreditation process,” 
he said. “In meeting stan-
dards set by CALEA, it is 
vitally important to have 
well-trained officers. These 
funds will help in that area. 
We will also use these funds 
to upgrade our records man-
agement system.”

Email John Burnett at 
jburnett@hawaiitribune-herald.
com. 

ranged from $5,254 to 
$7,325 for each single-fam-
ily home. 

Other taxes included 
$4,211 per hotel room and 
$5,451 for every 1,000 
square feet of new hospi-
tal space, plus a separate 
wastewater charge based 
on waterline size for both 
of those development 
forms.

Those charges are “way 

too high” and dispropor-
tionate to the impact large 
homes cause in comparison 
to small dwellings, Yoshi-
moto said.

Yagong vowed to vote 
for an impact fee law “one 
day,” but said that won’t be 
now because the tax would 
hurt the island’s economy 
recovery, especially the 
construction industry.

The fees, which the 

county would have collect-
ed when it issues a building 
permit for new structures, 
would have replaced the 
county’s “fair share” pro-
gram. 

That mechanism for 
financing infrastructure 
imposes a tax when land is 
rezoned to permit various 
forms of development.

“I have no problem 
charging fair share or higher 

impact fees on new devel-
opment, but this is not what 
this bill is about,” Ikeda 
said of when the fees are 
assessed.

That also bothered Pila-
go, who said fees “should 
be against developers,” not 
people building a single 
home.

Email Jason Armstrong at 
jarmstrong@hawaiitribune- 
herald.com.

law enforcement officer, a 
felony offense, disorderly 
conduct for failure to com-
ply and possession of a con-
trolled substance following 
an apparent altercation with 
police during a domestic 
violence investigation in 
Carriere, Miss., said Pearl 
River County Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Christa Groom. 

The charge of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance came as a result 
of having a prescription 
medication without being 
prescribed the substance, 
Groom said.

She said police respond-
ed to a domestic violence 
incident at a home in Carri-
ere, Miss., July 27 and dur-
ing the investigation McCoy 
reportedly got involved in 
an altercation with police 
after her son, Ron Julius-
sen, apparently assaulted 
an officer. When arrested, 
Groom said McCoy listed 
her employment as execu-
tive director of Alahou 

Clean and Sober in Kailua-
Kona.

Stephens Media learned 
of the alleged incident after 
being contacted by a resi-
dent. 

McCoy, who was reached 
at Alahou Clean and Sober 
on Wednesday, confirmed 
she is still working for the 
program. She is also the 
chairman and president of 
the program’s Board of 
Directors. Stephens Media 
was unable to reach the 
board’s vice chairman, Mac 
McCoy, who is also San-
dra McCoy’s husband, as of 
press time Wednesday.

Sandra McCoy con-
firmed the arrest, but 
denied the charges and 
added the “case has been 
quashed.” She further noted 
she plans to sue Pearl River 
County over the incident 
that she described as being 
“awful.”

She said the alleged 
possession charge without 
a prescription should be 

dropped as she is prescribed 
Valium to take while flying 
on an airplane.

Sheila Treadway, a dep-
uty clerk with the Pearl 
River County Courts in 
Mississippi, said McCoy 
did not enter a plea to any 
of the charges, requested 
a preliminary hearing and 
has since bonded out of 
custody. She confirmed the 
case remains active in the 
court system.

Because assaulting a law 
enforcement officer is a 
felony, it must go through 
a grand jury indictment pro-
cess before the case moves 
forward, she said. The two 
misdemeanor offenses have 
been stayed pending the 
disposition of the felony 
charge.

McCoy is one of two 
paid employees, an execu-
tive director and a program 
director, who operate, with 
the help of volunteers, the 
Alahou Clean and Sober 
housing program located 

off Alahou Street in Kai-
lua-Kona. Alahou’s website 
states that McCoy has more 
than 30 years of experience 
in working with clients of 
all ages. The facility can 
provide accommodations 
and services for up to 60 
clients.

According to the organi-
zation’s application submit-
ted to the county for grant 
funding in fiscal year 2011-
12, Alahou incorporated in 
June 2010 and opened its 
doors to clients in Septem-
ber. 

McCoy founded the Ala-
hou program as a replace-
ment to Poailani Inc., 
which also served clients 
with addiction and mental 
illness, when state funding 
lapsed in 2009. McCoy had 
served as a residential man-
ager of Poailani housing in 
Kona.

Email Chelsea Jensen at 
cjensen@westhawaiitoday.com.

Department Capt. Chad Shi-
rota, rescue units received 
the call about the incident at 
9:39 a.m. One of the coun-
ty’s rescue helicopters was 
the first to arrive on scene 
18 minutes later, he said.

“It was hard to get access 
to the area,” Shirota said. 
“There was little visibility 
from the ground.”

The Ohio man was treat-
ed by paramedics on the 
ground and transported to 
Hilo Medical Center by 
rescue helicopter Chopper 
Two. The Maui man, who 
was “found with no signs 
of life,” was extricated from 
the scene by Chopper One.

Mayor Billy Kenoi said 
early Wednesday evening 
that his office would work 
to determine the cause of 
the incident.

“I want to express our 
concern and condolences to 
the families of both men 
involved in this tragedy,” the 
release said. “Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to their 
families.”

Kenoi said that the coun-
ty would conduct a “care-
ful, thorough review to 
determine all the facts in 
this case. We need to know 
exactly what happened and 
why, and we need to know 
exactly what went wrong. 
When we have completed 

that review and the facts are 
known, we will release our 
findings publicly.”

Homegrown tour compa-
ny KapohoKine Adventures 
had planned to include the 
new line in its popular zip 
line tours. It had been built 
and tested by Maui compa-
ny GoZip LLC/Experiential 
Resources Inc.

A note on KapohoKine’s 
website states that its zip 
line course had been closed 
for the season as it moved 
to a new location. “The best 
zip line on the Big Island 
of Hawaii is moving to a 
bigger, better, even more 
fantastic location!” it reads. 
“More and even bigger 
waterfalls, longer lines and 
bigger thrills are coming to 
the safest zip line on the Big 
Island!”

A manager at Kapoho-
Kine’s storefront on Waian-
uenue Avenue in Hilo said 
Wednesday afternoon he 
could not discuss the inci-
dent and directed all inqui-
ries to one of the company’s 
owners, Gary Marrow.

When reached via phone 
for comment, Marrow said 
that KapohoKine does not 
own the property or the 
lines. Marrow also owns 
Lava Hotline, which owns 
the lines.

“Teresa Prekaski owns it 

(the property),” he said. “It 
(the accident) had nothing 
to do with the tours,” he 
said. “It was construction 
guys with GoZip/ERi. It 
was a part of the course that 
wasn’t really open yet.” 

He added that Kapoho-
Kine’s zip line tours were 
going to be shut down for “a 
couple weeks to do inspec-
tions, just to make sure 
things are completely safe.”

When reached via cell 
phone Wednesday, GoZip/
ERi spokesman Todd 
Domeck sounded shaken 
and distressed. He said that 
he was in the process of 
heading to the Big Island 
to inspect the scene of the 
accident.

“All I can say is that one 
worker was killed and one 
was injured. We are notify-
ing the families and we’re 
just dealing with that right 
now,” he said.

In a press release issued 
late Wednesday after-
noon, ERi President John 
White said the company 
was “deeply saddened” by 
Wednesday’s accident.

“The ERi family extends 
our heartfelt sympathy and 
aloha to the family and 
friends of our employees,” 
it read.

According to the com-
panies’ websites, GoZip 

LLC provides tours to more 
than 30,000 guests per 
year in Hawaii. It is a sis-
ter company of Experiential 
Resources Inc., which bills 
itself as “the world’s lead-
ing designer and builder of 
adventure courses. ERi has 
conducted work in 40 states 
and 12 countries. Among 
the courses built and oper-
ated by GoZip/ERi are 
Kapalua Adventures at the 
Kapalua Resort in Maui, 
the Piiholo Zip Lines on 
Piiholo Ranch in Maui, and 
Bay View Mini-Putt and Zip 
Lines in Kaneohe, Oahu.

Darren Arai of the coun-
ty’s Planning Department 
said Wednesday afternoon 
it was too early to know 
whether the zip lines had 
been subjected to permit-
ting or inspections.

On May 13, Marrow and 
Prekaski were fined $16,500 
by the state Board of Land 
and Natural Resources for 
unpermitted building on con-
servation land after making a 
trail down to Honolii Stream 
and other improvements. 

Also in March, Kapoho-
Kine was ordered to stop 
using the old Honolii airstrip 
for its helicopter tours due 
to county land-use laws.

Email Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.

Big Island police have arrested and charged the 
following individuals:
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HONOLULU — Fewer 
pigs will be transported 
from the U.S. mainland to 
be slaughtered in Hawaii 
and sold after two local 
supermarket chains have 
agreed to change their pork-
purchasing policies.

Foodland Super Market 

and Times Supermarkets 
said they will no longer pur-
chase pork products from 
pigs transported live from 
the U.S. mainland because 
of animal cruelty concerns 
raised by an international 
animal protection organiza-
tion.

The World Society for 

the Protection of Animals 
pushed for the change 
with an investigation, “No 
Paradise for Pigs,” show-
ing animals in cramped 
and unsanitary conditions 
during the weeklong ocean 
voyage to Hawaii. The orga-
nization said other retailers 
should use more humane 

alternatives, such as frozen 
or chilled meat from ani-
mals killed on the main-
land or locally raised pigs. 
Doing so would end the 
annual importing of 10,000 
to 12,000 live pigs.

Foodland and Times said 
they have started shipping 
butchered pork to stores.

Cruelty concerns prompt pig policy


