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Police: Man was murdered
By JOHN BURNETT

Tribune-Herald staff writer

Police say a man found dead 
outside his Mountain View home 
on Saturday morning was mur-
dered.

An autopsy conducted Tues-
day determined that 52-year-old 
Robert John “Johnny” Leong died 
from a combination of strangula-
tion with a cord-like object and 

a brain injury from a gunshot 
wound.

“We do not have anyone in 
custody at the present time, but 
the investigation continues,” Lt. 
Greg Esteban of the police Crim-
inal Investigations Section said 
Tuesday afternoon. He declined 
further comment.

Police responded to a 6:52 a.m. 
report on Saturday to Leong’s 

home at 11-3410 
Palainui Ave. 
in the Eden Roc 
Estates subdivi-
sion and found 
Leong’s body out-
side his residence, 
described as a 
lean-to attached to 

a converted shipping container.
Leong’s aunt, Cathleen Hiona 

Thompson, who lives in Califor-
nia, said Leong was raised as a 
hanai son by her husband’s aunt, 
who died about five years ago, 
and that Leong had been her care-
giver on Oahu before moving to 
the Big Island. 

“I think he had a good heart,” 
Thompson said. 

She said that Leong’s birth 
mother also lives in California.

“She’s upset,” Thompson said. 
“... She kept in touch, and she 
loved Johnny and cared for him.” 
Thompson said that Leong’s natu-
ral mother allowed relatives to 
raise him because “she thought 
that would be a better opportunity 
for Johnny.”

There were numerous 

Eden Roc resident was shot in head and strangled, autopsy says

Man is 
indicted
in fatal 
scuffle
‘ I would like to see 
his bail revoked,’  
victim’s sister says

airline’s profits fall

Associated Press

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney celebrates his Florida primary election win Tuesday at the Tampa Convention Center 
in Tampa, Fla. For more on this story, see Page A5.

romney revved up

By JOHN BURNETT
Tribune-Herald staff writer

A Hilo grand jury has returned 
an indictment against a 21-year-
old Waimea man for allegedly 
killing another man in a fight 
outside a Hilo sports bar.

The indictment, 
dated Jan. 25, 
alleged that Way-
len Keoni Carenio 
“recklessly caused 
the death” of 44-
year-old Roy Wil-
liams Jr. of Hilo.

Williams died 
Dec. 4, a day after 
the early morning affray out-
side Karma Hawaii sports bar on 
Makaala Street in the Kanoelehua 
Industrial Area. Witnesses told 
police that Williams had been in 
a fight with another man, later 
identified as Carenio, and that 
Williams had fallen and struck his 
head on the pavement.

Carenio, who has competed in 
amateur surf and mixed martial 
arts events, is free on $50,000 
bail. 

“I would like to see his bail 
revoked. I don’t think he should 
be out,” Caring Leyson, Williams’ 
older sister, said Tuesday. “He 
shouldn’t get a chance to do this 
to somebody else.

Carenio was scheduled for a 

By COLIN M. STEWART
Tribune-Herald staff writer

An East Hawaii zip line tower 
failed to pass an initial county 
inspection prior to its collapse 
in September, killing one worker 
and seriously injuring another.

The platform was one of 14 
newly constructed elevated plat-
forms on 565 acres at 27-5159 
Puia Road that were assessed by 

county building inspector Mark 
Jacobsen, according to reports 
obtained through an open records 
request to the county’s Public 
Works’ Building Division.

In his inspection report, Jacob-
sen noted that the framing for the 
structures was “not to plans,” and 
that 4x6 bracing had changed. His 
report also noted that the project 
architect, William Foulk, would 

have to approve all footings and 
framing for the platforms.

A follow-up inspection per-
formed on June 15 noted that 
Foulk had given those approvals, 
and trusses had been added to all 
platforms. The follow-up inspec-
tion report was marked as com-
plete, and the platforms passed a 
final inspection on July 11.

The eight-line course, which 

was built to accomodate zip line 
excursions offered by Hilo-based 
KapohoKine Adventures, was in 
operation for several weeks, and 
riders had complained that one 
line was running too slow. Two 
contracted workers tightened the 
line on Sept. 21 and were testing 
it when the 30-foot tower col-
lapsed.

LEONG

See DEATH Page A6

CARENIO

By JASON ARMSTRONG
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Winning election multiple 
times hasn’t been a finan-
cial boon for Hawaii County 
Council members’ campaign 
war chests, several of which 
have endured prolonged def-
icit spending.

Four of the six major-
ity members ended the year 
with campaign debts, while 
a fifth showed a 79-cent sur-
plus, according to campaign 
spending reports filed by 
Tuesday’s deadline.

“I’ve always had a deficit 
in my campaign spending,” 
said Kohala Councilman Pete 

Hoffmann, a former chair-
man who is in his eighth 
straight year in office.

Hawaii County’s term-
limits law prohibits a re-elec-
tion bid this year by Hoff-
mann, who said he doesn’t 
regret the financial impact 
of serving as an elected offi-
cial.

“I’m never going to be 
paid back as far as I’m con-
cerned,” added Hoffmann, 
whose campaign report 
showed a $4,263 debt as of 
Dec. 31. That negative bal-
ance reflects his outstand-
ing $5,300 loan, which 

Zip line tower failed initial inspection
Inspector who approved platforms that later collapsed no longer works for county

Few council members
have campaign money

Associated Press

Hawaiian Airlines’ parent company said Tuesday its net income in 
the last three months of 2011 shrank 70 percent from the same 
quarter a year earlier. For more on this story, see Page A3.

By JACK GILLUM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The most sig-
nificant “super” political committees 
in this year’s presidential campaign 
revealed the names of their wealthy 
donors Tuesday. The casino mogul 
who with his wife contributed $10 
million to Newt Gingrich’s group gave 
five times more than the group col-
lected from all other sources.

The new financial reports, which 
offered a detailed accounting of mon-
ey collected and spent by super PACs, 
underscored how millionaires and 

Major GOP
‘super PACs’
raised millions

See CARENIO Page A6See ZIP LINE Page A6

See COUNCIL Page A6See ‘SUPER PACs’ Page A5



Setting the record straight

Police report 25 DUI arrests

The Hawaii Tribune-
Herald believes in cor-
recting its errors. If you 
would like to report an 

error, call Editor David 
Bock at 930-7323. Cor-
rections will appear in 
this space.
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Citizens arrested and charged

During the week 
ending Sunday, Big 
Island police arrested 
25 motorists for drunk-
en driving. Five of the 
drivers were involved in 
traffic crashes. One was 
under the age of 21.

The numbers of 
arrests by district were: 
South Hilo, 12; Kona, 6; 
Puna, 5; Hamakua and 
South Kohala, 1 each. 

So far this year, there 
have been 102 DUI 
arrests compared to 113 
during the same period 
last year, a decrease of 

9.7 percent. 
There have been 

94 major accidents 
so far this year com-
pared to 112 during the 
same period last year, 
a decrease of 16.1 per-
cent. 

So far this year, 
there have been no traf-
fic fatalities on the Big 
Island compared to three 
during the same period 
last year, a decrease of 
100 percent. 

DUI roadblocks and 
patrols will continue 
islandwide.

Police are searching 
for a 17-year-old Puna 
girl reported missing 
since Dec. 20.

Tihany Glimane is 
described as 5-foot-6, 
about 135 pounds with 
black hair and brown 
eyes.

Anyone with infor-
mation on her where-
abouts is asked to call 

the police 
n o n -
e m e r -
g e n c y 
line at 
9 3 5 -
3311. 

Those 
who pre-

fer anonymity may call 
Crime Stoppers at 961-
8300.

Puna girl is reported missing

ZIP LINE From front page

COUNCIL From front page

CARENIO From front page

DEATH From front page

Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine or 
appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to appear 
means not showing up in court on the date written 
on a traffic citation.

messages of condolences 
posted on Leong’s Face-
book page.

“4 U HAWAIIAN.... 
R.I.P. 1 OF THE BEST 
HAWAIIAN WITH ALO-
HA I KNOWN....” one mes-
sage read. The same poster 

attached a YouTube video 
of Israel Kamakawiwo‘ole 
singing “Over the Rain-
bow.”

Another wrote: “I will 
miss our very confusing 
conversations. RIP”

Friends also expressed 

concern for Leong’s son and 
his dogs. 

Police ask that anyone 
with information about 
Leong’s slaying call Detec-
tive Ernest Matsumoto at 
961-2379 or email him at 
ematsumoto@co.hawaii.

hi.us. Those who prefer 
anonymity may call Crime 
Stoppers at 961-8300 in 
Hilo and may be eligible for 
a reward of up to $1,000.

Email John Burnett at 
jburnett@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.

preliminary hearing Feb. 9 
in Hilo District Court, but 
the indictment means Car-
enio’s arrest and his case 
will be moved to Circuit 
Court for arraignment and 
plea after a bench warrant 
is served.

Williams was a father 
of five, the youngest a 6-
year-old son named Josiah, 

whom Williams coached in 
T-ball and coach-pitch base-
ball.

“At the funeral, I was 
looking at him and he 
wouldn’t listen to anyone 
else but his dad. And, my 
God, my heart breaks, you 
know,” Leyson said. “I feel 
sad that his son didn’t have 
enough time with his dad.” 

She added that her brother 
was engaged to be married 
to his son’s mother and was 
“in love as could be.”

In a letter published Sat-
urday in the Tribune-Her-
ald, Leyson, who lives in 
Portland, Ore., wrote that 
MMA fighters are “abusing 
what they learn in training” 
and “shouldn’t be allowed 

to drink in bars or public 
areas.”

“This guy didn’t give him 
a chance,” she said Tuesday. 
“What is this, being able to 
take someone’s life away? 
My brother was only 44 but 
he was in bad health. His 
health wasn’t great. And he 
was trying to live out the rest 
of his life with his son.”

Ted Callaway, 36, of 
Lahaina, Maui, was rid-
ing across the 2,300-foot 
line and dropped 200 feet 
to his death on the rocky 
Honolii Stream bed below. 
His 35-year-old colleague, 
Curtis Wright of Miamis-
burg, Ohio, was standing 
on the tower waiting his 
turn to ride across when 
the incident occurred. He 
was taken to Hilo Medical 
Center in critical condition 
with several fractured ribs 
and vertebrae, as well as a 
collapsed lung. He was later 
transferred to the Queen’s 
Medical Center in Honolu-
lu, and released in October 
to a rehabilitation center.

Public Works Deputy 
Director Brandon Gonza-
lez did not return a phone 
call seeking comment by 
deadline Tuesday after-
noon. Meanwhile, the 
county’s Human Resources 
department confirmed that 
Jacobsen, the inspector 
who signed off on the final 

inspection for the zip line 
platforms, no longer works 
for the county. There was no 
indication that his departure 
from the Building Division 
was related to the zip line 
incident.

Investigations into the 
tower collapse at both the 
county and state levels have 
yet to release any findings. 
Bill Kunstman, a spokesman 
for the state Department of 
Labor and Industrial Rela-
tions, said Tuesday he did 
not know when the results 
from the Hawaii Occupa-
tional Safety and Health 
Division’s inquiry would be 
complete or released to the 
public.

All zip line tours through 
KapohoKine Adventures 
remain on hold, according to 
an associate who answered 
the phone Tuesday in the 
Hilo office.

Email Colin M. Stewart at 
cstewart@hawaiitribune-herald.
com.

political candidates often 
make to themselves.

“I’ve never really tried to 
ask people to pay back the 
loan I made to myself on my 
first campaign to get going,” 
Hoffmann said, noting that 
in 2010 he opted to run as a 
publicly funded candidate, 
preventing any personal 
fundraising.

Council Chairman Domi-
nic Yagong of Hamakua was 
the only majority member 
whose campaign showed 
a balance greater than $1; 
his election surplus stood at 
$144 at year’s end.

Yagong  recently 
announced his plans to run 
for Big Island mayor. He 
likely will need to raise far 
more money — Yagong col-
lected just $500 during the 
final six months of 2011 — 
to wage a successful island-
wide campaign against well-
funded Mayor Billy Kenoi.

Although he had not 
filed his latest report as of 
8 p.m. Tuesday, Kenoi listed 
a $59,131 campaign surplus 
on June 30 of last year.

He and other elected 
officials had until midnight 
Tuesday to file the reports 
covering campaign activity 
between July 1 and Dec. 
31, said Anthony Baldome-
ro Jr., associate director of 
the state campaign spend-
ing commission. Those who 
skipped the filing deadline 
could be fined, he said.

The biggest campaign 
debt among council mem-
bers belongs to South Kona 
Councilwoman Brenda Ford, 
who reported her campaign 
was $22,929 in arrears as of 
Dec. 31.

“It’s a personal loan, and 
I’ll never get it back,” Ford 
said of the $25,000 she gave 
her campaign, accounting 
for much of the reported 
debt.

“I’m paying the people I 
work for to work for them,” 

said Ford, who called her 
campaign experience a 
“very bad business decision, 
but the right thing to do.”

“This doesn’t bode well 
for me being the Finance 
Committee chair,” she said 
of a committee that gets the 
first crack at the county’s 
operating budget which cur-
rently tops $367 million.

Given Ford’s campaign 
debt, is she qualified to play 
a role in managing the coun-
ty’s much-larger finances?

“It’s apples and oranges,” 
was her response. 

Ford said her house-
hold has “zero debt,” while 
emphasizing that she’s a 
“very fiscally prudent” law-
maker.

Ford said her own cam-
paign debt doesn’t reflect 
on her ability to manage 
taxpayers’ money, but rather 
shows the need for publicly 
funded elections of which 
she will participate in this 
year for the first time.

“How I spend my per-
sonal money is my busi-
ness,” she said, adding those 
expenditures have nothing 

to do with her work on the 
council.

Hilo Councilman Donald 
Ikeda, ineligible to run for a 
fifth two-year term, discon-
tinued his council campaign. 
But first he donated the 
entire $831 balance to the 
Election Campaign Fund, 
which is used to finance 
publicly funded elections.

Ironically, some of Ike-
da’s money could go to 
Ford; the two have clashed 
numerous times during 
council debates.

During the latest report-
ing period, a single, $500 
contribution was accepted 
by Puna Councilman Fred 
Blas, who showed a $2,611 
campaign debt halfway 
through his first term in 
office.

Blas, who got the money 
from a Maui donor, listed 
an outstanding $3,200 loan, 
which reflected his deficit.

North Kona Councilman 
Angel Pilago has announced 
he won’t seek re-election 
to the seat he won in 2010 
after having left it in 2008 to 
run unsuccessfully for may-

or. Pilago’s latest spending 
report showed his campaign 
as being $85 in debt as of 
Dec. 31.

That leaves Hilo Coun-
cilmen J Yoshimoto and 
Dennis Onishi as the only 
lawmakers with sizable war 
chests.

Yoshimoto reported a 
$3,427 cash balance as of 
mid-2011. He hadn’t filed 
a report for the remainder 
of 2011 by presstime Tues-
day, according to an updated 
check of the state’s cam-
paign spending website.

The largest surplus is 
held by Onishi, who has 
conducted at least one recent 
fundraiser to help finance a 
third election bid.

During the second half 
of 2011, Onishi’s campaign 
raised a reported $11,610. 
Expenses totaling $5,892 
left his campaign with a 
$3,738 cash balance despite 
a $3,299 outstanding loan, 
according to his report.

Email Jason Armstrong at 
jarmstrong@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.

Big Island police have arrested and charged the 
following individuals:

● Phillip Ray Voelker, 21, of Hilo with making 
a false statement to authorities.

● Matthew Carvalho, 27, no address listed, with 
marijuana possession.

● Kirstee Puaonaona Beaudet, 23, of Kailua-
Kona with DUI.

● Michael Dominic Alexander, 51, of Ocean 
View with property damage.

● Trenton Jess Griffin, 19, of Kailua-Kona with 
shoplifting, marijuana possession and underage 
drinking.

● Jefferry J.B. Delatorre, 32, of Hilo with 
assault.

● Trent William Lippertz, 22, of Ocean View 
with violating probation.

● Ann Reynea Lacy, 51, of Kailua-Kona with 
DUI.

● Freddy L. Guerrero, 25, of Kailua-Kona with 
assault and property damage.

● Joseph Russell, 25, of Hilo with DUI and 
driving without a license.

● Marlene Kalehua Mendonsa, 50, of Kailua-
Kona with contempt of court.

● Shannon Kazuma Kawamoto, 38, of Hilo 
with DUI.

● Justine Marie Caduette, 23, of Kailua-Kona 
with failure to appear.

● Logan Zara, 18, of Kailua-Kona with con-
tempt of court and harassment.

● Kitty Ann Zara, 41, of Kailua-Kona with 
contempt of court and three counts of failure to 
appear.

● Peter Jon Terwilliger, 56, of Kailua-Kona 
with contempt of court.

● Edward James Morales, 19, of Paauhau with 
domestic abuse.

Big Island
Report
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This chart shows the amount of campaign debt, or cash balance, each Hawaii 
County Council member reported as of Dec. 31. An * is used to identify lawmakers 
who didn’t file the mandatory information by presstime Tuesday.

Name    District  Region  Campaign Balance

Dominic Yagong  1   Hamakua  $144
Donald Ikeda   2   Hilo   $0
J Yoshimoto*   3   Hilo    $3,427
Dennis Onishi   4   Hilo   $3,738
Fred Blas   5   Puna   -$2,611
Brittany Smart   6   Ka‘u   79 cents
Brenda Ford   7   South Kona  -$22,929
Angel Pilago  8   North Kona  -85
Pete Hoffmann   9   Kohala   -$4,263

Source: Reports filed with the Hawaii Campaign Spending Commission and cov-
ering the period July 1 to Dec. 31. The reports are available online at: http://hawaii.
gov/campaign.

By ERIN MILLER
Stephens Media

Hawaii County taxpayers 
may end up footing the bill 
for the Mamalahoa High-
way bypass. 

If a 3rd Circuit Court 
judge rules 1250 Oceanside 
Partners is no longer obli-
gated to build the road, the 
developer will either pay 
$20 million to Hawaii Coun-
ty in two years or the county 
will need to foreclose on a 
mortgage for portions of the 
Hokulia development, Cor-
poration Counsel Lincoln 
Ashida said Tuesday. 

“The taxpayers may be 
fronting the money,” Ashida 
said, with the $12.5 million 
in bond payout from Ameri-
can Motorists Insurance Co. 
as seed money for the road. 

Ashida offered addition-
al explanation following a 
Monday court hearing in 
front of 3rd Circuit Judge 
Ronald Ibarra that seemed 
to put into question whom 
the county wanted to com-
plete the road.

While Ibarra is being 
asked to rule whether the 
county or Oceanside should 
build the bypass from Hale-

kii Street to 
Napoopoo , 
Ashida said 
the county’s 
p o s i t i o n 
remains the 
same, that 
the develop-
er should be 

responsible. 
The settlement releases 

American Motorists Insur-
ance Co. from six bonds, 
totaling about $68 million, 
in exchange for $12.5 mil-
lion in cash, Ashida said. 

But, the largest bond, 
$34.4 million for phase 1 
of the project insured work 
that was already “substan-
tially complete,” he said. 
Another $15.5 million was 
for the first bypass phase, 
which is also mostly com-
plete. Ashida estimated the 
most it will cost the coun-
ty to finish the road’s first 
phase is $2.5 million.

The bond for the road’s 
second phase was $9.2 mil-
lion, and the bond for the 
second development phase 
was $7.1 million, he added. 

Earlier estimates put the 
cost to complete the bypass 

at $34 million to $35 mil-
lion. An independent, foren-
sic estimator lowered that 
projection to $27 million in 
December.

While a number of 
Hawaii County projects 
have recently been awarded 
for double the estimated 
cost, including the contract 
awarded Jan. 12 to remove 
asbestos from the Corpo-
ration Counsel and Liquor 
Control offices, Ashida said 
looking at that forensic esti-
mate with the county’s in-
house engineering estimates 
isn’t a fair comparison. 

“These are totally differ-
ent projects,” Ashida said. 

Hawaii County recently 
had difficulty selling land 
it acquired in lieu of back 
tax payments in Hamakua, 
Ashida said. But that situa-
tion isn’t the same as acquir-
ing Hokulia property to help 
pay for the road, he said.

“We’re talking about dif-
ferent types of land in dif-
ferent parts of the island,” 
Ashida said.

The Hamakua lands, on 
some of which a county 
agricultural park is being 
created, had access issues 

that the Hokulia property 
does not, he said. 

The lands also have val-
ue “beyond our ability to 
sell them,” Ashida said, not-
ing that the county now also 
has a Public Access, Open 
Space, Natural Resources 
Preservation program. 

Discussions of dismiss-
ing the lawsuits during 
Monday’s hearing didn’t 
mean the settlement will 
also be dismissed, Ashida 
said. Part of the settlement 
agreement is that all three 
lawsuits — two state and 
one federal — will be dis-
missed once the settlement 
is adopted, he added. 

The settlement guaran-
tees several things, he said. 
One, the county gets $12.5 
million cash in hand from 
the bonding company.

Two, the county gets 
a first mortgage on $20 
million worth of Hokulia 
property. And three, it ends 
litigation, which means the 
road will be built, Ashida 
said.

“At the end of the day, 
it’s going to be done,” he 
said.

Bypass may cost taxpayers

ASHIDA

GILMANE


